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Messages
1. Migration and urbanization major 21stC world 

demographic features
2. Conceptually, we need to integrate & coordinate 

thinking about internal migration, international  
migration, and urbanization (pop dist.)

3. Africa—as migrant origin, and perhaps 
destination—will likely see increases in migration 
##’s and share of migration that is labor related.

4. Much improvement in measurement of migrant 
stock; still work to be done on migration dynamics 
and its correlates



International Migration (as % of Pop) 
Africa in Comparison 

Source: UN ESA International Migration Report Global Assessment (2011)



Refugee Share (as % of International Mig)
Africa in Comparison 

Source: UN ESA International Migration Report Global Assessment (2011)



Destinations of African-Origin Migrants
(N.B. almost all international migrants TO African nations are from elsewhere in Africa) 

Data Source:  Migration Policy Institute http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPROSPECTS/Resources/South-SouthmigrationJan192006.pdf 

Note: Northern Africa pattern differs



International Migration within Sub-Saharan 
is notable for circulation within sub-regions

Origin-destination of 12.8 million international migrants from one sub-Saharan 
African country to another within SSA.

Historical note: Zachariah & Conde (1981) provided an extensive examination of the 
West African migration system; often noted also by others

Data Source:  Migration Policy Institute .xls file; assembled from 
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTPROSPECTS/Resources/South-SouthmigrationJan192006.pdf 

Sending region 
(across)                     
-Destination 
region (down) 

Eastern 
Africa

Middle 
Africa

Western 
Africa

Southern 
Africa

TOTAL to SSA 4,259 1,351 6,425 814
Eastern Africa 67.9% 50.7% 0.3% 28.7%
Middle Africa 0.0% 38.7% 6.1% 0.0%
Western Africa 0.0% 5.5% 93.5% 0.0%
Southern Africa 32.1% 5.0% 0.0% 71.3%



A Leading 21stC Population Issue
 Migration, Urbanization and Growth

 Migrant destination (international or internal) often urban 
 “Urbanization and growth go together”

 Commission on Growth and Development (World Bank, 2006)
 International Migration generates remittance flow

 Poverty reduction evidence (WB for Ghana & Uganda) 
 Internal migration remittances also matter 

 But there are concerns:
 Some recent questioning of the relationship (Africa): “Cities in Africa are not 

serving as engines of growth and structural transformation” (World Bank, WDR, 2000).

 Zlotnik (2006)  urban-growth relationship more visible in northern & southern Africa
 “Economic Growth will be unbalanced, but development can still be inclusive...” (World 

Bank, 2009: 1).

 Declining inequality across countries accompanied by increasing inequality 
within countries.
 Esp. within (receiving) urban areas?
 Replication of historical experience? Maybe so, maybe not.
 Relevant to policy re migrant adjustment and accommodation 



7 Billion and Counting…the Context 

PRB 2011 Science special 2011

 POLICY FORUM
 “Population Policy in 

Transition in the 
Developing World”

 Bongaarts & Sinding
 [10.1126/science.1207558]

 Word search on “urban”
| “migr” Null

No mention of 

Urbanization; 

Some mention of 

International 

Migration for the 

United States



UNFPA State of World Population 2011 better 

See also: Commission on Population and Development, "World population monitoring, focusing on population 
distribution, urbanization, internal migration and development" Report of the Secretary-General 7-11 April 2008



Migration and Urbanization:
What Demographic Impacts? 

Questions for the 21st Century 



International and Internal Migration—
Conceptual Integration 
 Literatures often proceed separately
 Much in common re labor migration, e.g.

 Remittances key for both international,  internal
 Historical labor migration both international,  internal

 Population Distribution and Urbanization 
 Issues of economic and social integration at destination—often 

urban
 True for both labor migrants and forced migrants
 local governments are pressed to respond

 Boundary crossing remains consequential difference 
 Africa:

 “sparse literature about international migration in Africa” (Zotnik, 
2006, p 36)

 Refugee share of international migration larger, but shrinking



International Migration & Inequality
Poorest countries send few (%) migrants

Generating Inequality 

Source: Hanson in Spence & Kanbur 2010

 But note: Overall 
World inequality 
(across nations) is 
decreasing via 
Globalization

Poorest 
countries 
send few 
migrants



Empirical evidence:
Urban Advantage in Child Survival 

Source: Bocquier et al Demography 2011

Rural Mort > Urban Mort, after 
controls, 18 DHS LDC countries 



Empirical Evidence (Ghana): Urbanization and 
migration may expedite Demographic Transition

 Lifetime urban 
residents bear 
children at a 11% 
lower rate, net of 
other personal traits 

 Cohort, Education, 
etc also matter

 Study site of 
moderate urban 
scale (Central 
Region, Ghana) 

 SOURCE: White, et al., 
Urbanization and Fertility…
Demography Nov 2008

* p < .05;   ** p < .01; ***  p < .001



Empirical Evidence (South Africa): 
South-South Migrant Segregation in Jo’burg  

Findings:

1.Migrants (internal and 
international) unevenly spread 
within center city 
Johannesburg

2.Variations across of major 
international migrant groups 
(from Congo,  Zimbabwe) in 
degree of integration with 
native South African 
population 

(Source: Singh, White, & Spielman, PAA 2012 & in progress)



Migration and Sustainability 

Voluntary Forced Migration 

 Social and Economic
 Migrants benefit 
 Remittances, both internal 

and international,  benefit 
origin – Poverty decline 

 Expedite Dev’t and Dem 
Transition 

 Inevitable Issues of 
integration at destination 

 Sudden & cataclysmic 
Political & Enviro  events

 Response issue for short 
and long-term

 Both internal and 
international movement 

 Seeming reduction in 
refugee % of international 
migrants, 1995-2010



Does Africa differ?
 For many populations, lower initial development level,  and not 

as far along on demographic transition
 “Urbanization in Africa has not yet brought the economic 

development and degree of prosperity that might have been 
expected.” (UN Habitat State of  the World’s Cities 2012/13)
 Yet also higher HDI in African cities than nationally
 Masked heterogeneity?
 Re Policy: African countries express more reservations about R-U 

migration and urban growth (UN, Report Sec-Gen E/CN.9/2008/3 2008, p. 27)

 Refugees and other forced migrants a larger share in recent 
past; labor migration likely to grow

 African remittance growth seems slower (WB 2006)
 But maybe at least as important 

 Still, many aspects of international/internal migration parallel.



Toward the Future

Considerations for Data and Analysis



IPUMS-International Census Microdata
(Some with Migration information)

https://international.ipums.org/international/



Data and information 

Many good signs Still to do

 UN Data collection and 
promulgation efforts

 Increasing recognition 
of the importance of the 
phenomenon 

 IPUMS-I
 DHS 

 Origin-Destination 
Longitudinal data
 Duration 
 Adjustment
 Policy 

 Sub-national data
 Migrant integration
 Urbanization & 

settlement patterns 



Conclusions
1. Migration and urbanization major 21stC world 

demographic features
2. Conceptually, we need to integrate & coordinate 

thinking about internal migration, international  
migration, and urbanization (pop dist.)

3. Africa—as migrant origin, and perhaps 
destination—will likely see increases in migration 
##’s and share of migration that is labor related

4. Much improvement in measurement of migrant 
stock; still work to be done on migration dynamics 
and its correlates



Thank you


