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United Nations


Survey International Organizations concerning

Special Support Measures related to Least Developed Country (LDC) status


Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA)

Contact information

Please provide the contact information of person responsible for the overall coordination of the survey:
International Organization:      
Contact person:     
Email:     
Tel:     
Fax:     
Website:     
Introduction 
The Fourth Conference on Least Developed Countries (LDC IV) will be held in Istanbul in 2011.  Preparations for the conference are under way and member state Governments and international organizations, as well as the private sector, civil organizations and academia are all being involved.

This Survey is as an essential component of a project whose ultimate objective is to improve the capacity of least developed countries (LDCs) to utilize the special support measures available for the LDC category and to ensure a smooth transition when graduating from that category.
 Survey results are expected to contribute to the debate leading to the upcoming Conference on the LDCs. The Survey seeks to obtain detailed information regarding the advantages that LDCs have actually derived from the various LDC-specific international support measures with regards to official multilateral development assistance (ODA) such as concessionary financing, special technical assistance programmes, earmarking a proportion of organization’s budget for LDCs and  financial support for the participation of representatives of LDCs in international conferences. Where applicable, background and supplementary information as well as document references are provided to facilitate the completion of the Survey.

Note:

There is no limit in the number of characters that can be typed in the highlighted grey areas.

For any questions regarding the survey, please e-mail cdp@un.org MacroButton "FollowLink" 
 or call + 1 (212) 963-9595.

Please return the filled out survey to cdp@un.org MacroButton "FollowLink" 
 by 17 December 2010. FORMCHECKBOX 
 

 Multilateral Official Development Assistance (ODA)

Budget allocation and LDCs

· Question 1

	Briefly describe how your organization’s budget is funded.


Please describe      
· Question 2

	How does your organization earmark resources among developing countries?


Briefly describe any specific rule or set of indicators used:      
· Question 3

	Is LDC status taken into consideration by your organization in determining your organization’s allocation of the budget
?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

Please describe any LDC specific budget provisions included in your budget (e.g. is a certain percentage of your budget earmarked for LDCs)?      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please explain :      
· Question 4

	Please indicate the amount and the proportion of the budget components (e.g. regular budget, extra budgetary resources, core and non core resources) allocated to LDCs for the latest three years for which data are available.


Please describe      
LDC contributions to the budget of your organization 
LDC contributions to the regular budget of the United Nations are capped at 0.01 per cent of the UN budget-- the minimum level set by the UN--regardless of their national income or other factors that determine a Member State’s assessment rate. Furthermore, LDCs are entitled to a 90 per cent discount in their contributions to peacekeeping operations (for instance, if an LDC contributes 0.005 per cent of the regular budget, it is required to make 0.0005 per cent of peacekeeping operations’ budget).

· Question 5
Does your organization have special rules with regard to LDC contributions to the regular and other operational budgets?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

Please describe the budget rules for LDC contributions and how they are different from those applied to other developing countries. Please also indicate the implicit subsidy provided to LDCs due to these rules.       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Priorities in LDC related assistance

· Question 6

	In case LDC status is a consideration in your organization’s development assistance activities, how does LDC assistance differ from that extended to other developing countries (other than resource allocation)?


Please explain:      
· Question 7

	Which LDCs does your organization consider as priority/focus countries in the current budget cycle?


Please list the countries: 
If not applicable, please move to question 9.

· Question 8

	Briefly state why these countries are considered a priority.


Please explain:      
ODA, Loans and grants: LDC specific modalities (terms and conditions)
· Question 9
	Are aid modalities applied to LDCs different from those applied to other developing countries?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

Please explain:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please explain:      
Questions 10. Below is addressed only to multilateral development banks and international financial institutions.
· Question 10
	Does your organization provide loans offering LDC specific conditions (for example concessional interest rates, longer grace or repayment periods) or grants that are not available to other developing countries?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

Please describe the general terms of LDC-specific loans or grants and provide information on the amount disbursed over the latest 3 years for which data are available.

Please describe general terms:      
	Year a/
	Amount disbursed (US$)

	200 
	     

	200 
	     

	200 
	     


Note: a/ The latest three years for which data are available
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

LDC specific technical cooperation programmes
Technical Assistance Trust Funds (excluding travel-related funds)

Question 11.a
	Please provide information below on the LDC specific technical assistance Trust Funds that your organization has established or administers. If your organization has established or administers more than one fund, please create additional rows using the appropriate buttons above and provide information.

Please exclude travel-related funds whose chief objective is to support  LDC participation in conferences and meetings not related to technical assistance and capacity building programmes (see Questions 13 and 14) 


[image: image1.wmf]Add a Trust Fund

  [image: image2.wmf]Delete the last Trust Fund


	Trust Fund Name
	Web Page Address
	LDC  Recipients
	Amount Received in Trust Fund (US$) a/
	Amount Disbursed (US$) a/

	
	
	
	200_
	200_
	200_
	200_
	200_
	200_

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Note: a/ The latest three years for which data are available.

Question 11.b

For each of the selected Trust Funds in the previous table, please provide the following information related to donor contributions (press return on the same Text Field to add more donors for the same Trust Fund).
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	Name of Trust Fund
	Donors
	Contribution (US$) a/

	
	
	200_
	200_
	200_

	
	
	
	
	


Note: a/ The latest three years for which data are available

· Question 12
	Do donors require that their contributions to those funds be allocated to specific LDCs? 


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes. 

Please list those donors and corresponding LDCs.
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
No


Travel related trust funds

· Question 13.a 

	Please provide information on the LDC specific Trust Funds that have been established or administered by your organization to facilitate the participation of LDCs in international meetings that your organization has organized.
 
If your organization has established or administers more than one fund, please create additional rows using the appropriate buttons above and provide information.
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	Trust Fund Name
	Web Page Address
	LDC  Recipients
	Amount Received in Trust Fund (US$) a/
	Amount Disbursed (US$) a/

	
	
	
	200_
	200_
	200_
	200_
	200_
	200_

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Note: a/ The latest three years for which data are available.

Question 13.b

For each of the selected Trust Funds in the previous table, please provide the following information related to donor contributions (press return on the same Text Field to add more donors for the same Trust Fund).
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	Name of Trust Fund
	Donors
	Contribution (US$) a/

	
	
	200_
	200_
	200_

	
	
	
	
	


Note: a/ The latest three years for which data are available

· Question 14
	Do donors require that their contributions to travel related Trust Funds be allocated to specific LDCs?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, 

Please list those donors and corresponding LDCs
     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No, 


Graduated countries - objectives and policies concerning Cape Verde and the Maldives
[Background] Cape Verde graduated from the list of least developed countries in December 2007 and the Maldives is scheduled to graduate from the list in January 2011. General Assembly resolution 59/209 [invites bilateral and multilateral development and trading partners to cooperate and support a smooth transition of countries graduating from the list of LDCs.
  In particular, the resolution calls for the graduating countries, in cooperation with the development and trading partners, to prepare a transition strategy to adjust to the phasing out of the advantages associated with LDC status (paragraph 4) and recommends the country and its partners to establish “a consultative mechanism to facilitate the preparation of the transition strategy and the identification of the associated actions” (paragraph 5).

· Question 15

Did/does your organization offer LDC-specific support measures to Cape Verde and the Maldives?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

Please explain how and which measures have been taken:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

· Question 16

	Did/does your organization participate in the preparation of a transition strategy for Cape Verde and the Maldives?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
Yes

Please explain how and which measures have been taken:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
No

Please explain why not:      
· Question 17

	Did/does your organization assist/participate in the consultative mechanism mentioned in paragraph 5 of the GA resolution 59/209 vis a vis Cape Verde and the Maldives?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Please specify country. 

How has the participation of your organization in the consultative mechanism changed its policy vis a vis the graduating country?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Changed. Please explain.

     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Not changed. Please explain why not.

:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other, please specify.

     
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


Graduating countries - objectives and policies concerning Samoa

[Background]   Samoa is scheduled to graduate from the list of LDCs in 1 January 2014.
   As in the case of the Maldives and Cape Verde, development and trading partners are expected to support the smooth transition of the country graduating from the list. 
· Question 18
Does your organization currently offer LDC-specific support measures to Samoa?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

Please explain how and which measures are taken:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

· Question 19
Will your organization participate in the preparation of a transition strategy as envisaged in paragraph 4 of the GA resolution 59/209, or in the consultative mechanism mentioned in paragraph 5 of the same resolution vis a vis the country?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

Please explain how and which measures will be taken:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please explain why not:      
· Question 20
	Will the nature and type of the support your organization extended to the country change after the graduation?


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes. Please specify by selecting one or more of the following options:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 The smooth transition strategy for countries graduating from the list of LDCs envisaged in GA resolution 59/209 will be used as a guideline for the organization’s policy vis à vis Samoa. 
Please explain how:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 We plan to participate/have participated in meetings of the consultative mechanism established by Samoa to facilitate the preparation of the transition strategy and the identification of the associated actions.

Will the consultative mechanism be used as a new policy input and result in changing your organization’s policy towards Maldives and Samoa?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

Please explain:      




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Please explain:      




 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Too early to say.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other

Please explain:      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

Comments and suggestions

· Question 21
	What are the major achievements your organization has made in LDC specific development cooperation?


Please elaborate:      
· Question 22
	How well do you think your organization's LDC specific assistance meets the LDCs' needs?


Please elaborate:      
· Question 24
	How could your organization become more responsive to the needs of LDCs in meeting their development needs? What would be necessary to implement such approaches/programmes/etc?


Please elaborate:      
· Question 25
Please provide below additional comments and suggestions, if any.

     

Annex: List of LDC specific Trust Funds that have been established or administered by international organizations
(It should be noted that this list is not exhaustive)
Codex Alimentarius Commission: Trust Fund to fund the participation of LDCs in meetings of the Commission

Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice: Trust Fund to fund the participation of LDCs in sessions of the Commission and the sessions of related conferences of States Parties

Convention on Migratory Species (CMS): Trust Fund to fund the participation of LDCs in meetings of the CMS
Economic and Social Council: Trust Fund to facilitate LDC attendance to the annual review of the Programme of Action for the LDCs for the Decade 2001-2010

International Criminal Court Assembly of State Parties: Trust Fund to fund the participation of LDCs in meetings of the Assembly

Ramsar Convention on Wetlands: Trust Fund to fund the participation of LDCs in meetings of the Convention

Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs): Trust Fund to fund the participation of LDCs in meetings of the POPs

United Nations Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea: Trust Fund to facilitate LDC attendance of the meeting of the Process

United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification: Trust Fund to fund the participation of LDCs in meeting of the Convention

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC): Trust Fund to facilitate LDC participation of the UNFCCC Process

Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer and its Montreal Protocol: Trust Fund to fund the participation of LDCs in meetings of the Convention
Endnotes
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� For further information about the project see http://www.un.org/esa/policy/devplan/ldcproject.html


� For example, the revised target for resource allocation from the core UNDP budget for the period of 2004-2007 stipulated that between 60 and 62 percent of the budget should be allocated to the LDCs.”  Committee for Development Policy (2007), Handbook of the Least Developed Country Category: Inclusion, Graduation and Special Support Measures, U. N. Sales publication, No. E.07.II.A.9.


�  See annex for a list of the travel-related funds compiled by DESA. The compilation, however, may not be exhaustive.


� General Assembly resolution 59/209 of 20 December 2004 on a smooth transition strategy for countries graduating from the list of least developed countries (http://www.unohrlls.org/UserFiles/File/N0448880%5B1%5D.pdf).


� Samoa was scheduled to graduate from the list of LDCs on 16 December 2010.  However, General Assembly decided to extend by a period of three years until 1 January 2014, the graduation of the country owing to the unprecedented human and material losses caused by the Pacific Ocean tsunami on 29 September 2009. See General Assembly resolution 64/295 of 7 September 2010 on extension of the transition period preceding the graduation of Samoa from least developed countries status.





PAGE  
9

_1351416570.unknown

_1351416572.unknown

_1351416573.unknown

_1351416574.unknown

_1351416571.unknown

_1351416568.unknown

_1351416569.unknown

_1351416567.unknown

