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Purpose of the publications

nformation dissemination (E/1998/ 46)
Promote greater transparency

mprove access to technical information

ncrease awareness of the LDC category:

" Facts, methodologies and processes

" Greater use of LDC-specific support measures
" Preparation for graduation
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Committee for Development Policy

Handbook on the
Least Developed Country Category:
Inclusion, Graduation and
Special Support Measures

Second Edition

sy ey v 21205 @

Updates previous version (2008)

Methodological changes

Smooth transition and monitoring
provisions

French version coming up soon

Also available from CDP website:

http://www.un.org/en/development/
desa/policy/cdp/cdp_Idcs_handbook.
shtml
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The Least Developed Country Category

2015 Country Snapshots
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Individual country
information

2015 Triennial review
Criteria indicators

Available in two
formats:
— Category: 48 countries
— Individual snapshots




http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/cdp/cdp_Idcs
countryfacts.shtml
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I LDC Data Retrigval

World Economic
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Project LINK partnership

Global Economic Outlook
Database

World Economic
Vulinerability Monitor

I Global Modelling Tools

Capacity Development
and Advisory Services

| coas Home
I Toolkits
Other Initiatives
I MDG GAP Task Force

Development Policy
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Integrated
Implementation
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UN Task Team on Post-
2015

Stay In Touch
Sign up for DPAD News
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The 2015 Country Snapshots compiles

the key statistical data used by the

Committee for Development Policy
B (CDP) at the 2015 triennial review of

G the least developed country category.

2015 Country Snapshors Least developed countries (LDCs) are

defined as low-income countries
suffering from structural impediments to
sustainable development. To identify
LDCs, the CDP uses three criteria:
gross national income (GNI) per capita;
human assets index (HAl) and
economic vulnerability index (EVI). HAI
and EVI are indices composed of four
and eight indicators, respectively. The
three criteria together with these
indicators are presented in one-page
profiles for each of the 48 countries
classified as LDCs in 2015, thus providing a snapshot of each country's
situation at the 2015 triennial review. The snapshots also illustrate the gaps
in progress towards the LDC graduation thresholds for each country, while
comparing individual outcomes with corresponding results for all LDCs and
developing countries.

Download full snapshot report: English

E‘] Download list of LDCs: English

- Afghanistan Madagascar
Added: 1971 Added: 1991

Angola Malawi
Added: 1994 Added: 1971

Bangladesh Mali
Added: 1975 Added: 1871

CDP Sales Publications
Recent Sales Publications

Handbaook on the LDC
Sales Publications Archive

CDP Reports to
ECOsoC
CDP Reports to the

Economic and Social
Council

CDP Background
Papers

CDP Background Paper
Series

CDP Background Paper
Archive 2000-2010

CDP Statements

CDP Statements
CDP Presentations

326 PM
17/11/2015




The LDC category

=>» Countries consistently lagging behind

=>» Special measures for catching up, beyond what
available for other developing countries

=2 Main challenges:
 low income and lack of financial resources

* Limited or absent manufacturing base; limited
participation in international trade besides
commodities

* Low level of human capital

v’ Created in 1971: 25 countries




Currently: 48 countries are LDCs

Figure |2

LD category timeline, as of the 2015 triennial review
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=» 2 additional countries recommended for graduation by CDP
=>» 6 countries will be considered by the CDP for graduation in 2018




Graduation procedures

Figure 1.4
Graduation time frame
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LDC criteria and indicators

LDCs are low-income countries suffering from the most severe
structural impediments to sustainable development.
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LDC criteria

=» Data sources

=2 Methodologies

Figure 1.2
Composition of the HAI: selected countries, 2015 triennial review

B Gross secondary school enrolment ratio
M Adult teracy rate

B Under-five mortality rate
[l Percentage of population undemourished
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Figure IL.6
Composition of the EVI: selected countries, 2015 triennial review
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in the Handbook

=» Sample calculations
=» Visualizations

Figure 1.7
Results of the 2015 triennial review
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Country snapshots

=>» One page summaries of 2015 review for all LDCs
=>» Position in relation to graduation thresholds

Afghanistan Zambia

Per capita gross national income (GNI)

Per capita GNI: § 672
Graduation threshold: §1,242
Income only threshold: $2,484

Developing

aountries i

6798

-eweos Groduation threshold = = = Income oy threshold

Per capita gross national income (GNI)

Per capita GNI: 5 1,327
Graduation threshold: $1,242
Income only threshold: $2,484

Developing .
countries has

-+ee- Graduation treshold = = - neame anly treshold

Human assets index (HAI)

HAl:43.1
Graduation threshold: 66 or above

HAl indicators

Under-five mortality rate
@ Value:973
B Index: 47.1
Source: UN IAG for Child Mortality Estimation

Percentage of population undernourished
Value: 247
Index: 67.2

=== Source: FAD

s v

Developing
countries

#es0ss Graciuation threshold

Gross secondary school enrolment ratio
[ |Value: 54.3

i.,_ Index: 49,2

Source: UNESCO

Adult fiteracy rate
Walue:317

[:E:.l Index: 9.0
Source: UNESCO

Human assets index (HAI)
HAl: 408
Graduation threshold: 66 or above

HAl indicators

Under-five mortality rate
@ Value:57.4
#BN, Index:53.1
€2 Source: UNIAG for Child Mortality Estimation

Percentage of population undernourished
Value: 483
Index: 27.8

=== Source: FAQ

Developing
countries

sasnss Gradation threshoid

Gross secondary school enrolment ratio
r 1 Value: 405
L | Index: 339
Source: CDP

Aduit literacy rate
Value: 614
74 Index: 486
Source: UNESCO

Economic vulnerability index (EVI)

EVl: 351
Graduation threshold: 32 or below

EVl indicators

Population
s » Value:30,551674
Index: 18.2
Source: UN/DESA, Population Division

Remoteness
Value: 51.1
@ Index: 514
W M Source: (DP

Merchandise export concentration
Sy Value: 0.27

m Index: 19.9

Source: UNCTAD

Share of agriculture, forestry and fishing in GDP

we  Value:26.9
.’z} Index:43.9

S Source: UN/DESA, Seatistics Divisian

s I :

Developing

countries L

#esses Graduation thrashold

Share of population in low elevated coastal zones
Value: 0.0
[, Index: 0.0
&ddd. Source: CIESIN

instability of exports of goods and services
Value: 15.8
i\E Index: 36.1
=% Spurce: UN/DESA, Statistics Division
Victims of natural disasters
® _ Value: 1674
= Index: 765
| Source: EM-DAT

Instability of agricultural production
o Value: 7.2

Index: 30.7

Source: FAD

Economic vulnerability index (EVI)

EVE: 456
"d Graduation threshold: 32 or below

EVlindicators

Population
s @« Value:14538640
S Index: 29.7
Source: UN/DESA, Population Division
Remaoteness
Value: 799
" Index: 87.4
Source: CDP

Merchandise export concentration
= Value: 0.64
E—% Index: 638

Source: UNCTAD

Share of agriculture, forestry and fishing in GDP
as Value: 185
£ Index9s
@ Source: UN/DESA, Statistics Division

418

Developing
cauntres

=enser Gradustion threshold

Share of population in low elevated coastal zones
Value: 0.0
[ Index: 0.0
b, Source: CIESIN

Instability of exports of goods and services
Value: 17.8
Index:42.5
=% Source: UN/DESA, Statistics Division
Victims of natural disasters
® _ Valye:3.209
< Index:850
| Source: EM-DAT

Instability of agricuitural production
o Value: 72

&3 Index303

Source: FAQ




International support measures

Development assistance

International trade

General support

[Smooth transition provisions]




Ferentage of LOC merhandize exports ad mitted free of duty

Figure IL.1

Tariff treatment on goods imported from LDCs by developed economies, 1996-2012

| Preferentlal DFOF
B Duty free under MFN

International trade
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Official development
assistance

Bllions of United States dollars in 201 3 constant prices

Figure I.2
Total net disbursements of ODA to LDCs by OECD/DAC members, 1990-2013
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International Support measures




Support Measures Portal for
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ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
WWW.UN.ORG/EN/DEVELOPMENT/DESA/POLICY/CDP/INDEX



