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Purpose of the publications

� Information dissemination (E/1998/ 46)

� Promote greater transparency

� Improve access to technical information

� Increase awareness of the LDC category:

� Facts, methodologies and processes

� Greater use of LDC-specific support measures

� Preparation for graduation
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• Updates previous version (2008)

• Methodological changes

• Smooth transition and monitoring 

provisions

• French version coming up soon

� Also available from CDP website:

• http://www.un.org/en/development/

desa/policy/cdp/cdp_ldcs_handbook.

shtml
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• Individual country 

information

• 2015 Triennial review

• Criteria indicators

• Available in two 

formats:

– Category: 48 countries

– Individual snapshots
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http://www.un.org/en/development/desa/policy/cdp/cdp_ldcs_

countryfacts.shtml
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The LDC category

�Countries consistently lagging behind

�Special measures for catching up, beyond what 
available for other developing countries

�Main challenges:

• low income and lack of financial resources

• Limited or absent manufacturing base; limited 
participation in international trade besides 
commodities

• Low level of human capital

� Created in 1971: 25 countries

CDP Secretariat



Currently: 48 countries are LDCs

�2 additional countries recommended for graduation by CDP

�6 countries will be considered by the CDP for graduation in 2018
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Graduation procedures

� Multi-stage process

� Multiple actors 

� Based on rigorous 

methodology 

� Objective: no county 

to fall back into the 

category



LDC criteria and indicators



LDC criteria in the Handbook
�Data sources

�Methodologies
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�Sample calculations

�Visualizations



Country snapshots
� One page summaries of 2015 review for all LDCs

� Position in relation to graduation thresholds
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International support measures

• Development assistance

• International trade

• General support

[Smooth transition provisions]
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Official development 

assistance

International trade



International Support measures
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WWW.UN.ORG/LDCPORTAL



ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:

WWW.UN.ORG/EN/DEVELOPMENT/DESA/POLICY/CDP/INDEX
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