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VI. Moving forward

131. The purpose of Our Common Agenda is to 
keep delivering on the promise of the Charter of the 
United Nations. This report has provided a vision of 
solidarity and international cooperation that puts 
us on a path towards a breakthrough for a greener, 
safer and better future, and walks us back from 
the cusp of breakdown. This vision builds on and 
responds to the declaration on the commemoration 
of the seventy-fifth anniversary of the United 
Nations, in which Member States made 12 critical 
commitments: to leave no one behind; to protect 
our planet; to promote peace and prevent conflict; 
to abide by international law and ensure justice; to 
place women and girls at the centre; to build trust; to 
improve digital cooperation; to upgrade the United 
Nations; to ensure sustainable financing; to boost 

partnerships; to listen to and work with youth; and 
to be prepared for future crises, including but not 
limited to public health crises. They also underlined 
that the United Nations should be at the centre 
of the effort to deliver on these commitments, 
noting that there is no other organization with its 
legitimacy, convening power and normative impact. 
Our Common Agenda is intended to advance the 
12 themes of the declaration through actions that 
are urgent, transformative and fill critical gaps. It 
reinforces the need for robust action on the 2030 
Agenda and the Sustainable Development Goals, 
along with other critical commitments on climate 
and human rights. I look forward to working with 
Member States and other stakeholders to act on 
the ideas reflected in the report.

https://undocs.org/A/RES/75/1
https://undocs.org/A/RES/75/1
https://undocs.org/A/RES/75/1
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Annex: Process for consultations on  
Our Common Agenda

or more of the 12 themes from the declaration. 
I  issued a similar invitation to several high-level 
groups of experts, practitioners and former leaders. 
In response, we received many insightful papers, 
videos and presentations and heard directly from 
some thought leaders in the breakfast dialogues 
and elsewhere.  

4. In line with my determination that young people 
should be the designers of their own futures, 
I provided young thinkers and leaders with 
dedicated opportunities to contribute. A group 
of next generation fellows hosted by the United 
Nations Foundation built on the consultations on 
the seventy-fifth anniversary with young people, 
with guidance from my Envoy on Youth, convening 
a series of action groups on thematic priorities 
through a “big brainstorm” and holding national 
conversations with young people who had not 
previously engaged with the United Nations. The 
fellows worked intensively with youth-led networks 
and organizations from across the world and held 
intergenerational dialogues with policymakers. 
Their work informed my recommendations on 
young people and future generations. They have 
also set out their own vision, ideas and proposals 
in a report entitled “Our future agenda”. 

5. In keeping with the vision of more networked 
and inclusive multilateralism, and in keeping with 
the Charter of the United Nations, I also consulted 
widely with “we the peoples” of our world, including 
civil society, parliamentarians, think tanks, the 
private sector, subnational leaders and city 
networks, underrepresented groups and other 
non-government partners. This was supported 
by the United Nations Foundation and the Igarapé 
Institute, along with a network of global partners 
from all regions, including the African Centre for 
the Constructive Resolution of Disputes (South 

1. In the declaration on the commemoration of the 
seventy-fifth anniversary of the United Nations 
(General Assembly resolution 75/1), Member 
States tasked me to report before the end of the 
seventy-fifth session of the General Assembly with 
recommendations to advance Our Common Agenda 
and to respond to current and future challenges. 
In response, in addition to involving the United 
Nations system as a whole, I embarked upon a 
process of reflection, consisting of four tracks 
engaging a broad array of stakeholders, including 
Member States, prominent thought leaders, young 
people and civil society. The process built on the 
year-long anniversary global listening exercise, 
when over 1.5 million people from all 193 Member 
States took part in an online survey. Polling firms 
also conducted surveys in 70 countries. These 
consultations showed significant public support 
for international cooperation and a desire for more 
networked, inclusive and effective multilateralism 
in the future.  

2. Engagement with Member States began with 
a letter to all permanent representatives and 
observers on 8 October 2020 laying out the 
process and inviting them to share their views. 
On 15 December 2020, the President of the General 
Assembly convened an informal encounter at which 
I shared some initial reflections and listened to 
views from the floor. In 2021, the United Nations 
Foundation, a key partner in this exercise, convened 
a series of breakfast dialogues with Member States 
organized around the 12 themes of the seventy-
fifth anniversary declaration. On 8 July 2021, 
I again participated in an informal dialogue with 
the Assembly to share and hear more ideas.  

3. To enrich the reflection process, I invited a 
geographically diverse, gender-balanced group 
of thought leaders to contribute their ideas on one 

https://ourfutureagenda.org/report/
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Africa), Southern Voice (a network of 50 think tanks 
from Africa, Asia and Latin America) and the Lee 
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy of the National 
University of Singapore. Every effort was made 
to ensure that the reflection process included a 
wide range of voices from all regions, including 
through an experimental digital consultation 
exercise overseen by the Igarapé Institute, which 
generated more than 520 proposals from over 

1,750 participants, including from organizations 
with several million members, in 147 countries 
and in six languages. 

6. The rich array of perspectives and inputs 
received greatly enhanced the ideas laid out 
in the report of Our Common Agenda and I am 
enormously grateful to all those who contributed. 
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