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Development Cooperation Forum Belgium High Level Symposium 

RETHINKING DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION FOR THE SDGs: 

COUNTRY-LEVEL PERSPECITVES AND LESSONS 

Brussels 6-8 April  

JOINT PREPARATORY MEETING FOR CIVIL SOCIETY, PARLIAMENTARIANS 

AND LOCAL AND REGIONAL GOVERNMENTS 

6th April - 5:15p.m. – 6:30 p.m. – Orange Room 

 

The DCF CSO reference group will facilitate a meeting to provide an opportunity for CSOs, local and 

regional authorities, parliamentarians and other non-governmental stakeholder group 

representatives participating in the DCF Brussels High-level Symposium (6– 8 April 2016) to discuss 

the official programme, exchange views and identify areas of common concern. 

The DCF Brussels High-level Symposium is a milestone towards the biennial UN Development 

Cooperation Forum in New York on 21-22 July 2016, which is expected to be a significant element 

of the broad follow-up processes on financing for development and the 2030 Agenda. 

Development cooperation has been in transition for the past few years. Its pace of change needs 

to accelerate in the face of the ambitions encapsulated in the seventeen SDGs and in the resulting 

need for more financial and non-financial resources to support their implementation. While 

different kinds of resources will have to come into play to realise the 2030 Agenda, concessional 

finance and development cooperation will retain a central role in the SDGs era, especially in those 

countries and contexts that do not attract private flows or are unable to generate sufficient 

domestic resources. 

The DCF Belgium Symposium can offer the space to reflect on the role that development 

cooperation can play to place all countries on a sustainable development path, in line with 

development cooperation effectiveness principles. The views and the expertise of CSOs, local and 

regional authorities, parliamentarians and other stakeholders need to be heard in such a 

conversation. 

The Symposium agenda includes a wide range of issues centred around the challenges that LDCs 

and countries in other vulnerable contexts must address in realising the 2030 Agenda. In 

particular, the thematic workshops and the official sessions will look into: 

 capacity building and opportunities coming from digital technologies 

 capacity building in LDCs and other vulnerable contexts to implement the SDGs 
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 domestic resource mobilization in vulnerable countries and contexts 

 the role of development cooperation in adapting to and mitigating the effects of climate 

change 

 the need for multistakeholder and coherent policies responses 

 the role of both national and local level governments in promoting SGDs  

Local governments, civil society and parliamentarians have over time called for development 

cooperation and ODA in particular to stay focused on poverty reduction, sustainable development 

and on the role of citizens as well. The case of the Least Development Countries and countries in 

other vulnerable contexts, where concessional finance plays a critical role, may offer compelling 

arguments in that regard . 

There is a growing need for better transparency in critical areas -  such as ODA reporting and aid 

reallocations to match in- donor costs (as in the case of the refugee crisis) - as well as for an 

assessment of donor commitments to re-balance ODA flows to LDCs and for a shift from national 

driven to a more local approaches, reiterated most recently in the Addis Ababa Agenda for Action 

on financing for development (AAAA). 

Format and Organizers 

The meeting will be informal and will allow for an open debate and interventions. It will start with 

a brief introduction to illustrate the scope of the DCF Brussels High-level Symposium; a discussion 

will follow to explore joint messages. All representatives from CSOs, parliaments, LRGs and other 

non-governmental organizations are invited to attend. Participants with official speaking roles will 

present their key inputs for the official programme.  

The meeting is facilitated by the DCF CSO reference Group. Contact persons: Luca De Fraia, 

luca.defraia@actionaid.org ; LRGs : Jean-Baptiste Buffet, jb.buffet@uclg.org; IPU: Alessandro 

Motter, am@ipu.org. 

--- end --- 
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