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“MANAGING TRIANGULAR COOPERATION IN LATIN AMERICA: COUNTRY-LED 

PRACTICES AND TOOLS” 
5th Biennial High-level Meeting of the Development Cooperation Forum:  

“Development Cooperation: lever for effective implementation of the 2030 Agenda” 
New York, 21 July 2016 

Conference Room 7 |13:15 – 14:30 
 

CONCEPT NOTE 
 
 
BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE 
 
Over the past years, Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC) has become the 
leading region in triangular cooperation, as a modality that suits countries’ realities 
and potential of development.  It is thus not surprising that all traditional partners 
active in triangular cooperation are present in LAC, with a tendency to scale up their 
engagement. And indeed, triangular cooperation initiatives captured by the annual 
Ibero-American Report have more than sextupled, from 26 in 2006 to 166 in 2013. 
 
Thanks to the innovative energy and institutional capacities of the region’s 
governments, triangular cooperation has advanced substantially in multiple 
dimensions. At the country level, triangular cooperation is increasingly managed 
through dedicated institutional arrangements and programmatic approaches 
which are flexible and consistent with the region’s principles: solidarity, mutual 
benefit, flexibility, horizontality, respect for sovereignty and non-interference in 
internal affairs of countries, consensus and equity. Collectively, countries have 
generated a regional consensus on good practices and procedures on how to 
manage triangular cooperation effectively, which enables them to articulate 
national processes and frame the dialogue with all partners around shared 
principles. 
 
One of the main mechanisms to agree on common approaches and themes 
regarding triangular cooperation is the Ibero-American Programme for 
Strengthening South-South Cooperation (PIFCSS for its Spanish Acronym). Launched 
in 2008, and currently hosted at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador, the PIFCSS 
gathers 20 Ibero-American countries (Spanish and Portuguese speaking countries in 
LAC as well as Europe) who participate at the level of national development 
cooperation authorities(such as Directors of National Cooperation Agencies or Vice 
Ministers). The PIFCSS is funded by its member countries, and therefore enjoys a very 
high level of country ownership, which is why it is able to generate and facilitate 



 
 

2 of 4 

 

agreements and practical tools that are of immediate relevance to national 
processes and capacities. Among these tools, the “Management Guidelines to 
implement Triangular Cooperation in Ibero-America” were developed collectively 
by all PIFCSS´s member countries. After its approval in September 2015, it has 
become a reference for both operational and institutional arrangements around 
triangular cooperation. 
 
These Guidelines jointly owned by 20 governments constitute a milestone in the 
dynamic evolution of triangular cooperation worldwide, and it is a key instrument to 
ensure the contribution of this modality to the implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) in the region. It can also become a reference for 
governments in other regions, interested in improving their institutional and 
operational capacities, while framing the dialogue with other partners around 
specific procedures and practical tools. 
 
In this context, and as requested by its member countries, the PIFCSS aims to share 
advances and experiences in triangular cooperation in LAC with other developing 
countries, traditional partners and the multilateral community. Given its wide 
engagement with national cooperation authorities worldwide, the Development 
Cooperation Forum (DCF) is a high-priority space for PIFCSS’ members. In addition, 
the 2016 edition is particularly important due to its focus on the Agenda 2030. 
 
The side event is a continuation to PIFCSS´s international involvement, such as in the 
DCF Symposium in Addis Ababa (June 2013) and the Fourth Biennial Meeting in New 
York (July 2014), in addition to contributions to other forums such as the 19 Session of 
the High Level Committee on SSC in New York (May 2016), and the recent 
International Meeting on Triangular Cooperation organized by the Development 
Assistance Committee of the OECD in Lisbon (May 2016). 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

By attending the Side Event, participants will: 

 Learn from the operational and institutional experiences in triangular 
cooperation of 20 countries, members of PIFCSS; 

 Gain insights into the common principles and tools of the “Management 
Guidelines to implement Triangular Cooperation in Ibero-America.” 

 Know about key success factors from country cases, when implementing 
Triangular Cooperation. 
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MODALITY 

The session will feature presentations focusing on the “Management Guidelines to 
implement Triangular Cooperation in Ibero-America,” as well as four triangular 
cooperation country cases that showcase the effective contribution of this modality 
to sustainable development. After the presentations, a moderated dialogue with 
participants will be opened, leading to final remarks. 
 

PARTICIPANTS 
 

The side event is addressed to national cooperation authorities from ECOSOC’s 
member countries (including developing countries and traditional partners), as well 
as technical staff in charge of triangular cooperation, from developing countries, 
traditional partners, multilateral organizations and non‐state actors. 
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SIDE EVENT “MANAGING TRIANGULAR COOPERATION IN LATIN AMERICA: COUNTRY-LED 
PRACTICES AND TOOLS” 

 
AGENDA 

 
Conference Room 7 |13:15 – 14:30 

13:15 - 13:20 Opening and introduction  
Mr. Jaime Miranda Flamenco, Vice Minister of Development Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of El Salvador. 

13:20 to 13:40 Presentation: “Management Guidelines for Implementing Triangular Cooperation in Ibero-
America”  
Mr. Jaime A. Garrón Bozo, Programme Manager, Ibero-American Programme for the 
Strengthening of South-South Cooperation (PIFCSS). 

13:40 – 14:20 
 

13:40 – 13:50 
 
 
 
 

13:50 – 14:00 
 
 
 
 
 

14:00 – 14:10 
 
 
 
 
 

14:10 – 14:20 

Country Presentations:  
 
1) “Strengthening the National Institute of Youth in El Salvador.” Partners: Argentina, El 
Salvador and Spain. 
Presenter: Ms. Ana Ciuti, General Director of International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and Worship of Argentina.  
 
2) "Support and promotion of the regional strategy for entrepreneurship, innovation and 
business development in Mesoamerica". Partners: Colombia, European Union, and Central 
American countries. 
Presenter: Mr. Alejandro Gamboa, General Director, Colombian Presidential Agency of 
International Cooperation (APC Colombia). 
 
3) “Improving sustainable management and use of forests, protected areas and watersheds 
in the context of climate change." Partners: Costa Rica, Morocco and Germany. 
Presenter: Ms. Carmen Claramunt, Adjunct Director of International Cooperation, Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Worship of Costa Rica.  
 
4)  “Flood risk management in Malawi."  Partners: México, Malawi and The Netherlands.  
Presenter: Ms. María Eugenia Casar, Executive Director, Mexican Agency for International 
Development Cooperation (AMEXCID). 

14:20 -14:25 Questions and Answers 

14:25 – 14:30 
 

Closing 
Ms. Rebeca Grynspan, Secretary-General, Ibero-American General Secretariat (TBC). 

 


