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Background:  The Development Cooperation Forum (DCF) of the United Nations Economic and Social Council 

(ECOSOC) undertakes the global scanning and assessment on the state of play of development cooperation on 

the ground, which is used to form policy recommendations and facilitate policy dialogue. To this end, UNDESA, 

as secretariat to the Forum, has been administering biennial DCF Surveys since 2008, in collaboration with 

UNDP. The results are unpacked in comprehensive studies to promote knowledge sharing and mutual learning. 

 

DCF Accountability Study: The study offers multidimensional accounts on development cooperation in 

actions on the ground at different levels. It was designed in a way to support participating countries in making 

structured assessments of their development cooperation around key enablers of effective development 

cooperation and mutual accountability, including, for example: national development cooperation policies; 

country-driven results frameworks; clear institutional structures with dialogue forums; and quality data.  

 

A total of 58 countries responded (71% participation rate) with LDCs accounting for 59% of respondents to the 

Survey. The Survey outcomes represent various perspectives including from development country 

governments (100%); development partners (45%); parliamentarians (16%); the private sector (12%); sub-

national government agencies (10%); academic institutions (9%); and philanthropic organizations (3%). Based 

on the contributions of varied development cooperation actors in both developing and partner countries, the 

study aims: 

 

i. To review progress in implementing national mutual accountability and transparency in development 

cooperation; 

ii. To inform global policy dialogue related to monitoring and review of development cooperation 

commitments and results in support of the 2030 Agenda ; 

iii. To identify the enabling environments for development cooperation to make positive contributions to 

efforts towards sustainable development; and 
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iv. To document the evidence of incentivizing role of development cooperation to promote behaviour change 

among development actors towards more effective, transparent and accountable development 

cooperation. 

 

Objective of the Event: This side event aims to brief on the trends and diverse realities of development 

cooperation coming out of the Survey outcomes; and provide a platform to discuss key issues and 

opportunities to feed into the UN-led inter-governmental processes on follow-up and review of the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development, including the Addis Ababa Action Agenda on Financing for Development.  

 

Focus Questions: 

 

 The Study indicates that the national development cooperation policies (NDCPs) tend to be still 

rooted in the aid effectiveness agenda of the Paris Declaration and the Accra Agenda for Action, while 

some countries are endeavouring to broaden its scope and stakeholders. Also, very few NDCPs 

currently indicate the county's clear vision of development cooperation, including through articulating 

the priority sectors / preferred modalities for cooperation, division of labour and roles and 

responsibilities.  What are some of common challenges across all country contexts that need to be 

addressed to develop strong NDCPs and implement them effectively in various political contexts to 

promote more aligned, country-owned and accountable development? 

 

 The 2015-2016 Survey results note the moderate progress made in strengthening mutual 

accountability over the past five years including in the area of inclusive dialogue. It also shows the 

positive contribution of the DCF Accountability Survey in promoting conceptual clarity on monitoring, 

review and accountability and coordination among all actors.  How could DCF and its Accountability 

Survey continue to contributed to help build momentum and practically support countries to 

strengthen the accountability frameworks and processes?   

 

Event Format:  The presentation of the Study will be followed by an interactive panel discussion.  

 

Moderator:  Ms. Elaine Vanter, University of Pretoria 

 

Presentation of the DCF Accountability Study:  TBD  

 

Panelists:  

 

 H.E. Mr. Yanara Chhieng, Minister attached to the Prime Minister and Secretary-General of 

Cambodian Rehabilitation and Development Board, Cambodia 

 H.E. Mr. Felix Mutati,  Member of Parliament, Zambia 

 H.E. Ms. Barbara Smith, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Bureau for Policy, Programme and Learning, 

USAID 

 Ms. Noumea Simi, CEO, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade, Samoa 

 Mr. Paul Okumu Odongo, Head of Secretasriat, African Platform (ACP)  

 
Background documents 

 

 DCF Survey 2015/2016 (forthcoming), 2013/14, 2011, 2009 

 

 Report of the Secretary-General on Trends and progress in international development cooperation,  

E/2016/65 (all language versions) 

 

Further reference 

 

 2016 DCF Policy Briefs (all language versions): 

 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/content/dcf-publications-%E2%80%93-selection
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf13/dcf_germany_bkgd_study_2_ma_survey.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf/dcf_mutual_accountability_busan_study(29jun).pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf/analytical%20background%20study%20(mutual%20accountability%20and%20aid%20transparency).pdf
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/2016/65
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/dcf/policy-brief-dcf-2016.pdf
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o No. 3: Addressing changes and challenges in monitoring and review of development cooperation at 

the national level 

o No. 4: Monitoring and review of development cooperation to support implementation of a post-

2015 development agenda 

o No. 7: Private and blended development cooperation: Assessing their effectiveness and impact for 

achieving the SDGs 

o No. 9: Citizen-based monitoring of development cooperation to support implementation of the 

2030 Agenda  

o No.10: Monitoring and review of development cooperation at the local level 

o No.11: Country results frameworks for effective monitoring and review  

 

 Summaries of DCF High-level Symposiums in Republic of Korea, Uganda and Belgium 

 

 Mutual Accountability: A Guidance Note for National Policy-Makers and Practitioners  
 

 DCF Survey Webinars in Asia-Pacific and Africa/Europe/Americas and PowerPoint Presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Development Cooperation Forum (DCF) offers a space for open policy dialogue, peer 

learning and knowledge sharing on the role of development cooperation in the SDG era.  

The DCF has a clear, broad mandate to review trends and progress in development 

cooperation. It encourages discussions on the future of development cooperation. It works to 

promote greater coherence in development policy and among partners, knowledge sharing 

and mutual learning.  

The 2016 Development Cooperation Forum (DCF) invites all stakeholders, including traditional 

donors, programme countries, Southern partners and non-state actors, to have open and 

honest reflection together on trends and progress in development cooperation and share 

examples of challenges, best practices and lessons learned. It also offers an opportunity for all 

stakeholders to highlight the support, capacities, and technologies they need to give life to the 

2030 Agenda and the SDGs.  

Interested in our work? 

DCF Website 

Subscribe to the DCF Newsletter 

Access the latest DCF analytical work 

 

Contact us: dcf@un.org 

DCF Secretariat 

Development Cooperation Policy Branch 

Office for ECOSOC Support & Coordination, UNDESA 

UN Secretariat Building, 25th floor, New York, NY 10017 

 

http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf15/dcfrok_summary.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf15/dcfuganda_official_summary.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/dcf/dcfbelgium-hls-summary.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf14/ma_guidance_note.pdf
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf13/2013-12-16%2022.02%20Webinar%20on%203rd%20Global%20Accountability%20Survey%20in%20support%20of%20the%20UN%20Development%20Cooperation%20Forum%20(UNDCF).wmv
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf13/2013-12-18%2009.22%20Webinar%20on%203rd%20Global%20Accountability%20Survey%20in%20support%20of%20the%20UN%20Development%20Cooperation%20Forum%20(UNDCF).wmv
http://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/newfunct/pdf13/DCF_MA_webinar_slides.pptx
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/development-cooperation-forum
http://www.us9.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=283392d8ef6fd0193810ad42d&id=7b85520c62
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/dcf/policy-brief-dcf-2016.pdf
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