
 
 
 

Dialogue on coordinated support of the United Nations system to the implementation of 
the Istanbul Programme of Action for the least developed countries 

5 April 2016, 10:00am-1:00pm, ECOSOC Chamber 
 

CONCEPT NOTE  
 

 
 

I. Introduction  
 
The Istanbul Programme of Action for the Least Developed Countries (IPoA), adopted by the 
Fourth UN Conference on LDCs in 2011, recognized the important role of the UN system in 
its implementation and requested the Secretary-General to ensure the full mobilization and 
coordination of all parts of the United Nations system to facilitate coordinated 
implementation and coherence in the follow-up and monitoring of the Programme of Action 
at the national, sub-regional, regional and global levels.  
 
The IPoA, adopted by the General Assembly, has invited the Economic and Social Council to 
continue to include periodically an agenda item during its annual substantive session on the 
review and coordination of the implementation of this Programme of Action. It is also 
underlined that the periodic reviews of progress made and constraints confronted by least 
developed countries should be conducted by the Economic and Social Council to allow for 
focused interactions. The Economic and Social Council was also invited to include the review 
of the implementation of the Programme of Action in its annual ministerial reviews, as 
required. It is also suggested that the Development Cooperation Forum should keep 
reviewing trends in international development cooperation, as well as policy coherence for 
development, including for least developed countries. 
 
In the Programme of Action, governing bodies of the United Nations funds and programmes 
and other multilateral organizations, including the Bretton Woods institutions and 
international financial institutions, were also invited to contribute to the implementation of 
the Programme of Action and to integrate it into their work programmes, as appropriate 
and in accordance with their respective mandates. These organizations are invited to 
participate fully in reviews of the Programme of Action at the national, subregional, regional 
and global levels. The General Assembly and the ECOSOC have invited all of them to report 
on their contribution to the implementation of the Programme of Action as part of their 
annual reporting to their respective governing bodies. 
 
The UN system organizations have accorded special priority to LDCs. Important progress has 
been achieved in system-wide coordination of the follow up of the IPoA. A number of UN 
system organizations have decided to actively support the implementation of the 
Programme of Action. Governing bodies of a number of UN system entities have decided to 
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mainstream the IPoA in their respective work programmes. Some organizations bring out 
annual publications dedicated to LDCs and some others include LDCs issues in their major 
reports. Some of them currently devote up to two-thirds of their resources to activities 
relating to LDCs. 
 
The United Nations system can play an important role in building synergy and coherence in 
the implementation, follow-up and monitoring of the IPoA, 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development, Paris Agreement on climate change and Sendai Framework on Disaster Risk 
Reduction at the national, regional and global levels.  
 
As the international community has reached half-way through the implementation period, 
Member States have decided to hold a comprehensive high-level mid-term review of the 
implementation of the IPoA in Antalya, Turkey from 27-29 May 2016. The mid-term review 
will undertake a comprehensive appraisal of the status of implementation of the IPoA by 
LDCs and their development partners, share best practices and lessons learned, identify 
obstacles and constraints encountered, and actions and initiatives needed to overcome 
them, as well as new challenges and emerging issues.  
 
The review will also reaffirm the global commitment to address the special needs of LDCs 
made at the Fourth United Nations Conference on LDCs and further strengthen the global 
partnership for development for LDCs in all priority areas of the IPoA in order to ensure the 
timely, effective and full implementation of the Programme of Action during the remainder 
of the decade, while building synergies with the 2030 Agenda for sustainable development 
and other processes. 
 
The MTR will also provide an opportunity for the participants to launch concrete measures, 
initiatives and partnerships, individually or collectively, that have the potential to further 
progress in the implementation of the Programme of Action, building on the momentum of 
recent and relevant United Nations meetings, agendas and conferences, and the decisions 
contained therein. 

 
II. Background  

 
The General Assembly resolutions 69/231 and 70/216 articulated the organizational 
structure of the mid-term review process of the implementation of the IPoA. As per the 
resolutions, a number of preparatory processes will culminate into an intergovernmentally 
negotiated and agreed outcome in the form of a political declaration. As part of the 
preparatory process, the General Assembly has invited the Economic and Social Council to 
consider the issue of the comprehensive high-level midterm review as part of its 
coordination and management meetings in 2016.  
 

III. Objective  
 

The primary objective of the Dialogue is to take stock of the ongoing efforts of the 
organizations of the United Nations system and other multilateral organizations in support 
of the implementation of the Istanbul Programme of Action for the least developed 
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countries. It will also provide an opportunity to identify ways and means to further 
strengthen their collaborative efforts in support of the least developed countries to ensure 
that no country or person is left behind.  
 

IV. Format  
 

The dialogue will consist of presentations by some UN system organizations to be followed 
by interactive discussions among the Member States, UN system organizations and other 
stakeholders.  
 

V. Participation  
 

Member States will be invited to participate in the dialogue. Representatives of UN agencies 
and entities, international financial institutions, regional development banks, the private 
sector, civil society and other stakeholders will also be invited to attend.  
 

VI. Outcome  
 

The outcome will be a President’s summary which will be circulated to all Member States. 
Participants are invited to make specific suggestions on how the UN system can best 
support LDCs in the implementation of the IPoA in a coordinated and coherent manner with 
other global development strategies and processes. It is expected that the summary will 
make important contributions to the Mid-term Review of the implementation of the IPoA.  
 
 


