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1. Background 

 
The education sector is under particular duress in the face of the COVID-19 
pandemic, with 1.5 billion learners impacted by school closures at its height 
(UNESCO, 2022; also see here). As systems have had to adapt to the unforeseen 
context, making full use of digital tools and innovative approaches developed by 
communities, we have a unique opportunity to reimagine education, its role, 
purpose, content and mode of delivery in view of ensuring it supports the 
advancement of more equitable, inclusive, just, peaceful and sustainable 
development models, throughout life.  
 

https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/globalcoalition
https://en.unesco.org/covid19/educationresponse/globalcoalition
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In order to guide countries in their efforts to adapt  to new global challenges, 
UNESCO is leading the revision of the 1974 Recommendation, which is a landmark 
legal instrument that brings together – for the first time in a stand-alone document 
– peace, international understanding, human rights and fundamental freedoms 
into education.  
 
Given the urgency and complexity of contemporary trends and threats to global 
peace, more elaborate and new responses than those currently inscribed in the 
1974 Recommendation are required to address the challenges of today. Amongst 
others, the main challenges faced today are the spread of violent, hateful and 
authoritarian ideologies, disinformation, conspiracy theories, pandemics and other 
threats to health and well-being, persistent inequalities and conflicts, xenophobia 
and all forms of discrimination, regression of women’s rights, loss of biodiversity, 
and climate change.  
 
The proposed revisions to the instrument are expected to help ensure education – 
at all levels and in all settings (both formal and non-formal) – plays a role in 
embarking societies on a path towards a more sustainable, healthy and peaceful 
future for all. 
 
It has been evident that the COVID-19 pandemic has fundamentally challenged our 
world. It has simultaneously spurred unprecedented acts of solidarity and seen a 
frightening rise in hate speech, xenophobia, racism and other forms of intolerance 
and discrimination. In the face of such challenges, young people have been at the 
forefront of raising awareness, providing voluntary and vital support; and 
designing solutions within their communities to contribute to a culture of peace 
(Inter-Agency Youth Network Development, 2020). This goes to show that there is 
a need to move away from the stereotypical notions of youth as beneficiaries and 
start to think of them as the ‘actors of change’ that they are.  
 
It is, therefore, important to engage youth as key partners in order to achieve 
effective education that will empower them towards building a peaceful, just and 
sustainable world for all. 
 
In this context, UNESCO, together with OHCHR as well as the Office of the 
Secretary-General's Envoy on Youth – the three UN agencies leading the 
implementation of the 4th phase of the World Programme for Human Rights 
Education, which is dedicated to youth – are organizing this consultation event to 
engage youth, hear their thoughts, experiences from the pandemic and ideas on 
the type of education that they want and need, as well as amplify their voices in 
the revision process of the 1974 Recommendation. 
 

 
2. Objectives of the side event 

 
This side event seeks:  

• to consult young people on the future of education from the perspective 

http://portal.unesco.org/en/ev.php-URL_ID=13088&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html
https://en.unesco.org/youth/my-covid19-story
https://www.ohchr.org/en/resources/educators/human-rights-education-training/world-programme-human-rights-education/phase4
https://www.ohchr.org/en/resources/educators/human-rights-education-training/world-programme-human-rights-education/phase4
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of ensuring young people are well prepared to face future shocks and 
build a more just, sustainable, healthy and peaceful world for all. These 
views will feed into the revision process of the 1974 Recommendation; 

• to encourage youth engagement in human rights education, global 
citizenship education and peace education and provide relevant 
guidance. 

 
 

3. Guiding Questions for presentations and discussion 
 

• Opening remarks 
- What is the role of youth in ensuring quality education to their peers, 

especially during the pandemic?  
- What are some examples of youth taking action in this area? 

 

• Part I: Framing the issue 
(a) Human rights education for youth 
- Are human rights education, global citizenship education and peace 

education important for young people today? 
Followed by a presentation of their importance to young people 

- How are young people engaged today? Are they only recipients of 
education? How are they engaged on and off-line, in their communities 
and families? 

Followed by a presentation of how young people should be active 
agents and key partners and what support is available at the UN 

 
(b) Revision of 1974 Recommendation 
- Is today’s education adequate to equip young people with the 

knowledge, skills, values, attitudes and behaviours they need to face 
future shocks and actively find solutions to local and global challenges? 

Followed by a presentation of the background to the revision of the 
1974 Recommendation and how young people through this event can 
contribute to the process 

- How can education support youth participation in and out of schools in 
a meaningful way? What do young people expect from their learning 
institution in this regard?  

Followed by a presentation of the themes currently covered by the 
1974 Recommendation  

- If you were the Minister of Education in your country, what are some 
ideas and priorities that you would implement? 

Followed by a presentation of what States are expected to do in the 
current 1974 Recommendation 
 

• Part II: Group Consultations  
(This section could build on the results of the quizzes/polls from the previous 
section) 
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- Is today’s education adequate to equip young people in facing the 
biggest challenges of the world? If not, how could we revise the 1974 
Recommendation to ensure it does?  

- What are some topics that need to be addressed in education for young 
people, so that they can contribute towards a just, peaceful and 
sustainable world for all? 

- How do you think you can contribute to efforts (local, national, regional, 
global) towards improving the state of education? 

- If you were the Minister of Education in your country, what are some 
ideas and priorities that you would implement using the revised 1974 
Recommendation, with and for youth? 

 
 

4. Format and Agenda  
o The event will be 1.5 hours 
o Language (EN, FR & ESP interpretation to be provided) 
o It will be recorded and the link to the recording will be shared with all the 

participants. 
o Supported by strong communication from the three partners, pre and post 

event.  

 
21 April 2022  
 

New York local time 
(EST) 

 

 

09:50 – 10:00 Connecting to the online platform 

10:00 – 10:05 
(5 mins) 

 Welcome, introduction and objectives  

• Dustin Liu, Moderator  
 

10:05 – 10:15 
(10 mins) 

Opening remarks  

• Doris Mwikali, Keynote Speaker  

• Jayathma Wickramanayake, Secretary-General's Envoy on Youth (via video message)  
 

10:15 – 10:25 
(10 mins) 

Framing the issue  

• Paulina Tandiono, Associate Human Rights Officer, OHCHR   

• Hamdi Addow, Associate Programme Specialist, UNESCO 

10:25 – 11:05 
(40 mins) 
 

GLOBAL YOUTH CONSULTATION 

Working Group 1: French 
language  
 
 
Facilitator:  Lydia Ruprecht, 
Programme Specialists, 
UNESCO  
 

  Working Group 2: Spanish    
  language  
 
  
 Facilitator:  Angelica   
 Giombini, Associate  
 Project Officer, UNESCO  
 
 

  Working Group 3: English    
  language (a) 
  

 
 Facilitator:  Paulina Tandiono,   
 Associate Human Rights    
 Officer, OHCHR 

  Working Group 4: English    
  language (b) 
 
 
 Facilitator:  Hamdi Addow,   
 Associate Programme  
 Specialists, UNESCO  
 

11:05 – 11:25  
(20 mins) 
 

Debriefing in the plenary  

• Rapporteur from each Working Group (composed of Forum youth participants)  
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11:25 – 11:30 
 (5 mins) 

Wrap up, next steps and group photo!  

• Dustin Liu, Moderator  
 

 

 
 

5. Platform to be used and Registration link 
Online platform: Zoom  
Registration link: https://unesco-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcudu-
orj0uHNJzKmBAXkc_BWbATQXvAo_2  

https://unesco-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcudu-orj0uHNJzKmBAXkc_BWbATQXvAo_2
https://unesco-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcudu-orj0uHNJzKmBAXkc_BWbATQXvAo_2

