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Economic and Social Council Youth Forum  
 

"COVID-19 recovery: Youth taking action for a 
sustainable future” 

 
SIDE EVENT AT THE 2022 ECOSOC YOUTH FORUM  

 

“Youth at the Helm: Adolescent and Young Key Populations’ 

Leadership in the Covid-19 Recovery” 
 

18 April 2022  
 7:30 am New York Time/ 2:30pm EEST/ 7:30pm Manila/ 6:30 am Mexico City 

Registration Link:  

https://unfpa.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ovE__WpqRda3MlKpZvP6Pg 

The event will have simultaneous interpretation in Spanish and French. 

 
 

1. Background 
 
Adolescent and young key populations (ayKP) continue to be left behind in 
the HIV response, and face multiple, intersecting forms of discrimination 
that hinder their ability to access HIV-related services that have been 
exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic. Despite this, ayKPs through youth-
led organisations, coalitions, and networks, have been at the forefront of the 
HIV response for their peers, providing testing and prevention services, as 
well as advocacy to repeal and amend harmful laws, practices and policies. 
They also have been at the forefront of the COVID-19 recovery for their 
communities, and the continued leadership of adolescent and young key 
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populations in the COVID-19 recovery is key to get the AIDS response back 
on track.  
Youth-led organisations, in partnership with UNICEF, UNAIDS, UNDP, and 
UNFPA, created a compilation of resources based on the native knowledge 
and expertise of adolescent and youth-led organisations in the HIV response.  
This knowledge base provides a global ecosystem of knowledge and 
resource sharing for the achievement of SDG targets relating to HIV, and for 
getting progress back on track after the impacts of COVID-19. The process 
put young people in the driving seat with technical and financial support from 
UN agencies, allowing them to tailor their work to the needs of their peers. 
Such youth-powered efforts are crucial to ensure that we do not further lose 
progress in the HIV response as a result of COVID-19, and are able to build 
back better for youth-led responses for the achievement of the SDGs. 
 

2. Objectives of the side event 
 
This event is co-hosted by UNAIDS, UNICEF, UNFPA, and UNDP and youth-
led networks working with adolescent and young key populations. The 
objective of this side event is to demonstrate the intersection between 
SDG17 and SDG3, particularly focusing on the COVID-19 recovery in the 
context of the ongoing global AIDS epidemic. Specifically, the side event 
aims to demonstrate:  
 
● How can we ensure adolescent and young key populations are engaged 

in the critical decision-making spaces for the SDGs, including for other 
targets such as those in the 2021 Political Declaration on HIV and the 
Adolescents 2030 agenda 

● Highlight the importance of youth leadership, particularly by young key 
populations in the context of a more just and equitable COVID-19 recovery 

● Explore the role that UN agencies and governments can play in ensuring 
youth-powered programming, service design and youth-led responses 

 
 

3. Guiding Questions for presentations and discussion 
 

The dialogue will be guided by the following points for reflection 
● What lessons can be learned from the partnership between the UN 
and adolescent and young key populations for the COVID-19 recovery and 
achieving the targets set in the Global AIDS Strategy?  
● How have youth-led HIV responses and SRH services been shaped and 
affected by the COVID-19 recovery? 
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4. Format and Agenda  

 
A series of interventions and panel discussions will be facilitated by a young moderator, 
featuring young people in all their diversities alongside experts from UN agencies and a 
high-level speaker.  
 
There will also be an interactive element to engage the audience on their understanding 
of the impact of COVID-19 on the HIV response and SRH services for adolescent and 
young key populations, and will ensure active and meaningful participation and 
engagement from the audience.  
 
Proposed agenda:  

00 - 
05min 

Opening sequence & introduction 
(Moderator)  
 

Martin Karadzhov  
UNICEF  

05 - 
12min 

Opening remarks Victor Madrigal-Borloz 
UN Independent Expert on 
Sexual Orientation and 
Gender Identity (TBC) 

12 - 
17min 

Why investment in youth-led networks is 
critical in times of crises? 

Elizabeth Benomar,  
Global HIV Coordinator 
and Co-Chair of the Global 
Prevention Coalition, 
UNFPA  

17 - 
22min 

Interactive element – Audience 
participation on the needs of adolescent 
and young key populations in the COVID-19 
recovery (Mentimeter) 

Moderator  

22 - 
27min 

PANEL DISCUSSION 
New beginnings or more of the same?   
How youth-powered solutions are fueling 
the framework for a just and sustainable 
recovery 

Ralph Ivan J. Samson,  
Y-PEER Philippines 

27- 32min Nana Millers,  
Trans Youth Initiative 
Uganda 

32 - 
37min 

Youba Darif,  
African Queer Youth 
Initiative and Youth Rise 

37- 43min Looking back to look forward:  
Insights for the broader SDGs from youth-
powered interventions at the intersection of 
the global AIDS and COVID-19 responses 
 
The Future of Adolescents and Young 
People Facing War, Covid-19 and HIV 
epidemic. 

Suki Beavers,  
Director of Gender 
Equality, Human Rights, 
and Community 
Engagement, UNAIDS 

43 - 
48min 

Yana Panfilova,  
Teenergizer Ukraine 

48 - 
58min 

Q&A Moderator 
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58 - 
61min 

Closing remarks & key lessons All speakers 

61 - 
63min 

Closing  Moderator 

63 – 70 
min 

Buffer time  

 

 
5. Platform to be used and Registration link 

 
https://unfpa.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ovE__WpqRda3MlKpZvP6Pg 

 
 
 
 

 

https://unfpa.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ovE__WpqRda3MlKpZvP6Pg

