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The Committee of Experts on the Transport of Dangerous Goods and the Globally Harmonized 
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals is an ECOSOC subsidiary body dealing with the 
development and update of recommendations to ensure safe transport and handling of hazardous 
chemicals to protect human life and the environment. The Committee has two sub-committees. 

The recommendations developed under the auspices of the Committee provide a globally 
harmonised framework addressing classification and labelling of chemicals (developed by the GHS 
Sub-Committee) as well as the transport of dangerous goods (developed by the TDG Sub-
Committee). Countries may use them as a model for their national regulatory instruments, to ensure 
harmonisation with rules already applicable at an international level. When implementing these 
recommendations, countries provide workers and consumers with consistent information on the 
hazards of the chemicals they import, produce, handle, transport or use, as well as on how to safely 
transport and handle them. 

With harmonized rules in use worldwide for transport of dangerous goods by all modes (i.e. air, 
maritime and land), carriers, consignors and inspecting authorities benefit from increased safety and 
simplified transport, handling and control. Similarly, the worldwide harmonization of the 
classification criteria and hazard communication elements for hazardous chemicals, will ease the 
work of companies involved in international trade. 

COVID-19 response 

To facilitate the global supply chain of COVID-19 vaccines and help mitigate the spread of the 
pandemic, the TDG Sub-Committee at its December 2020 session, confirmed that such vaccines 
authorized for use, including those in clinical trials, are not subject to the UN Model Regulations as 
currently written. 

Overview of upcoming sessions 

The recommendations developed by the TDG and GHS sub-committees during the period 2021-2022 
will be considered by the Committee in December 2022. The Committee will also consider an 
ECOSOC draft resolution on its work for consideration by ECOSOC in 2023. 

The recommendations endorsed by the Committee, are incorporated every two years into new 
revised editions of the three instruments under the Committee’s responsibility for worldwide 
implementation and use. 

Collaboration with other bodies / Impact on and interlinkages with SDGs 

The Committee and its two sub-committees cooperate with a wide range of organisations dealing 
with all aspects related to chemical safety, such as: WHO, IMO, FAO, OECD, UNECE, ILO, UNITAR and 
many others. 

By nature, the work of the Committee and its two sub-committees builds on best practices, science, 
data, evidence, technical expert analysis and on the interlinkages across the Sustainable 
Development Goals. It supports the implementation of the 2030 agenda and is aligned with SDG 
goals and targets: 

in particular Goals 3, 6, 8, 12, 13 and 14 
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