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Objectives of the side event 
The side event will bring together different perspectives on how young people, political decision-

makers, civil society and the private sector can work together to support the prevention of gender-

based violence against women and girls at all ages (GB-VAWG), particularly in the context of 

COVID-19 and its lockdown measures. Inspired by SDG 17 and SDG targets 5.2, 16.1 and 16.2, 

the session will count on the presence of authorities and young leaders with expertise in this critical 

https://www.sympla.com.br/side-event---violence-against-women-and-girls-the-hidden-pandemic-on-the-rise__1160309
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field who will share youth-based experiences to tackle VAWG at community, national and 

regional levels. 

 

Participants will be able to participate through thematic breakout rooms. The views of speakers 

and participants as expressed in this side event will be collected by UNODC and presented as a 

Conference Room Paper during the 30th Session of the Commission on Crime Prevention and 

Criminal Justice (CCPCJ), which is a functional commission of ECOSOC. During its 30th 

session, members of the CCPCJ will address the implementation of SDG 16 and crime prevention 

measures. 

 

The side event, along with its Conference Room Paper, will likewise be utilized to showcase the 

commitment of talented youth in identifying scalable and sustainable solutions to the 

multidimensional phenomenon of GBVAWG - at the margins of other regional and international 

conferences. 

 

 

Background 

 
For over one year, the world has been witnessing the unprecedent pandemic of COVID-19 and its 

impact in social, political, economic and environmental relations worldwide. The pandemic has 

exacerbated inequalities and economic disparities, which undermine access to rights and social 

conditions for marginalized peoples. In the countdown towards the achievement of the 2030 

Agenda, the new coronavirus represents not only a global health crisis, but also a threat to the 

reduction of inequalities and the building of peace, justice and strong institutions, as reflected in 

SDGs 10 and 16, respectively. 

 

The increase of gender-based violence against women and girls during the pandemic is one of the 

dramatic consequences observed by many countries as a result to social distancing policies to 

reduce the widespread of the disease. Although men can also become victims of gender-based 

violence – and represent most of the victims of homicide worldwide – women bear the greatest 

burden in terms of violence from an intimate partner or other family member. In 2017, 87,000 

women were intentionally killed, being more than a half of these homicides (58 per cent) 

perpetrated by victims’ intimate partners or other family members1. In fact, evidence indicates that 

almost one in every three women is subject to violence (and potential homicide) either from their 

intimate partner or a third person2. 

 

Young women and girls are even more affected by violence, either physically or online3. As stated 

in a recent report, almost on in every four adolescent girls and women (15–19 years old) have 

already been subjected to physical and/or sexual violence from an intimate partner at least once in 

their lifetime, and 16% of young women aged 15–24 experienced this violence within the past 12 

months.4 Young women are, therefore, systematically subject to this grave violation to human 

rights, and remain left behind from global efforts to achieving gender equality. 

 

                                                
1 UNODC, Global Study on Homicide 2019 (Vienna, 2019) 
2 WHO, Violence Against Women Prevalence Estimates.  (Geneva, 2018)  
3 Recent evidence indicates the increase of online and ICT-facilitated violence against women and girls, particularly 

during COVID-19. For further information, please see the Report A/HRC/38/47. 
4 See ref. 2.  

https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/gsh/Booklet_5.pdf
https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/documents/violence-prevention/vaw_report_executive-summary_web_09032021_oleksandr-(1).pdf?sfvrsn=8ee5f68b_5
https://undocs.org/A/HRC/38/47
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The year of 2020 celebrated the 25th anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for action 

and settled the countdown to the achievement of the 2030 Agenda for sustainable Development. 

Inspired by SDG targets 5.2 and 16.1, the United Nations calls the attention to the urgent need to 

eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls, aggravated by the context of COVID-19, 

whose social distancing measures may enhance vulnerabilities of women and girls whose home is 

not the safest option to avoid homicide, physical, sexual, psychological, economic abuse, neglect 

and coercive control. 

 

Bearing this scenario, it is important to enhance institutional capacities and society engagement to 

prevent the occurrence of violence, protect victims and prosecute offenders. Empowering women 

as active agents of change is also crucial to tackle GB-VAWG. Similarly, global efforts need to be 

taken to challenge the role of men and boys to prevent GBVAW in a sustainable way. The 

achievement of equitable and peaceful communities also depends on “raising the bar” for what is 

expected from men to prevent crime and violence against women and girls.  

 

In a world where 1.8 billion young people, it is imperative to encourage partnerships with and for 

youth between governments, the private sector and civil society organizations to promote gender 

equality and increase women’s participation and influence in decision-making processes around 

the issue. This can result in strengthened female empowerment as a tool to prevent abusive 

relationships and transform social patterns that nurture violent behaviors.  

 

 

Guiding questions  
The event will focus on how young people, governments, education institutions, civil society and 

the private sector can work together to prevent violence against women and girls in the context of 

COVID-19 and lockdown measures. The event will look at the following interlinked issues: 

a) What makes young women and girls most vulnerable to gender-based violence? 

b) How can youth play an active role in preventing violence against women and girls, as well 

as protecting victims, including in the context of COVID-19 and its lockdown measures? 

c) How can multi-sector partnerships (including the private sector) be supported to prevent 

violence against women and girls, inspired by the Sustainable Development Goals? 

 

Programme outline and structure 
This side event will be structured into three parts: 

 In the first part, invited guests – young leaders and government authorities – will share 

brief insights on the above-mentioned guiding questions, sharing experiences from their 

respective countries. 

 In the second part, participants will be split into three breakout rooms, according to 

language preferences (English, Spanish or Portuguese). Each breakout room shall address 

one of the guiding questions listed above; 

 In the third part, breakout room leaders will summarize key findings from the thematic 

discussions, including conclusions and recommendations that can be sent to Member States 

during the 30th Session in May 2021. 

 

Schedule 

 
16:00 Room opening and welcome notes  

16:05 Opening remarks Moderator 

https://www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/beijing/platform/declar.htm
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16:10 Lightening 

Talks 

(Main room) 

What makes young women and girls most 

vulnerable to gender-based violence? 

Ms. Berenice Vargas 

Deputy-Director of planning for the prevention and 

elimination of discrimination, Commission against 

Discrimation (COPRED) 

Mexico 

How can youth play an active role in 

preventing violence against women and 

girls, as well as protecting victims, 

including in the context of COVID-19 and 

its lockdown measures? 

Hon. Mercy Chebeni (TBC) 

Moninated Senator, Kenyan Parliament 

Kenya 

How can multi-sector partnerships be 

supported to prevent violence against 

women and girls, inspired by the SDGs? 

Ms. Alice Scartezini 

Socio-environmental Manager, CNP Insurance 

Brazil 

16:30 Thematic 

discussions 

(Breakout 

rooms) 

Room 1 (Spanish): What makes young 

women and girls most vulnerable to 

gender-based violence? 

Moderador: Maribel Lopez (UNODC México) 

Facilitator: Ms. Lani Anaya 

 

Room 2 (English): How can youth play 

an active role in preventing violence 

against women and girls, as well as 

protecting victims, including in the context 

of COVID-19 and its lockdown measures? 

Moderator: Kudzai Mukaratirwa (UNODC Kenya) 

Facilitator: TBD 

Room 3 (Portuguese): How can multi-

sector partnerships be supported to 

prevent violence against women and girls, 

inspired by the SDGs? 

Moderator: Rodrigo Araujo (UNODC Brazil) 

Facilitator: Ms. Nátali Silva 

17:10 Reporting (Main 

Room) 

Summary of discussions Ms. Lani Anaya 

TBD 

Ms. Nátali Silva 

17:20 Closing remarks Moderator 

 
*times are in CET Time Zone (GMT +1) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 

 
The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) is contributing to global peace and 

security, human rights and development by making the world safer from drugs, crime, corruption 

and terrorism. The Organization is committed to achieving health, security and justice for all by 

tackling these threats and promoting peace and sustainable well-being as deterrents to them. 
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At the conclusion of the 14th United Nations Congress on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice 

(2021), the Kyoto Declaration further emphasized the importance of promoting the rule of law in 

the Decade of Action. Through its operational work, UNODC has been making these priorities a 

reality.  

 

Additionally, UNODC continues to enhance efforts to reduce gender inequalities and its structural 

consequences. For instance, UNODC actively supports the integration of crime prevention and 

criminal justice into the wider sustainable development agenda with the Doha Declaration 

(A/RES/70/174). The UNODC Global Programme for the Implementation of Doha Declaration 

works towards supporting the achievement of SDG 5 on Gender Equality by undertaking activities 

to raise awareness on gender-related issues within educational-, judicial-, prison- and sports-

related environments and settings. 

 

In Mexico, UNODC carries out several initiatives that work towards the prevention of violence 

against women and girls, such as trainings of first responders, professionalization of the justice 

system, among others. Focusing on youth, the videogame “Chuka: Break the Silence”, launched 

in March 2018, aims at empowering children and teach them how to react assertively when facing 

different types of violence (physical, psychological or sexual). Besides the videogame, other non-

electronic materials have been developed to be used in communities with limited access to 

computers or internet connection, such as comics, infographics, postcards and a boardgame.  

 

In Brazil, UNODC has been working with the private and the public sectors to implement its 

“Youth Ambassadors Programme”. Created in 2016, the Programme aims at building capacity 

amongst young people between 18 and 25 years old to act as multipliers of SDGs in social and 

political spaces. Young women (especially female Afro descendants) are targeted as priority 

groups – and today 60% of its 125 young leaders are at-risk or vulnerable women. 


