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   10th Economic and Social Council Youth Forum  
 

A Decade of Action: Building a Resilient Recovery 
 

SIDE EVENT AT THE ECOSOC YOUTH FORUM  

 

 Intergenerational Dialogue on the UN Commitment to Meaningful 

Youth Engagement and the Promise of the UN75 Declaration 
 

   Tuesday, 6 April 2021,  9.00 - 11.00 a.m., EDT  

 

  
1. Background 

 
How can we rethink a new, inclusive, and effective multilateralism that addresses current 

and future challenges in ways that respond to the interests and needs of young people 

and future generations? Can we create the United Nations that young people want and 

future generations need? Why must youth empowerment and intergenerational 

leadership and equity be at the heart of the UN Secretary-General António Guterres' call 

for the “New Social Contract and New Global Deal”? Could the establishment of a UN 

Youth organization, a UN Youth Council, and a UN Commission on Youth be the way 

forward?  

Today’s children and youth (0-34 years) constitute 4,4 billion of the world’s population. In 

Africa, 75% of the population is under the age of 35. In Asia-Pacific, there are more than 

1,1 billion young people aged 15 to 29. A crucial step towards realising the UN75 

Declaration's commitments to "Listen to and Work with Youth'' and "Upgrade the United 

Nations'' must be taken by means of establishing mechanisms to institutionalise the 

participation of youth in the intergovernmental processes of the UN as well as in the 

structures and programmes of the UN system.  
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Why is it important? Young people are at the forefront of the world’s biggest challenges. 

Yet, young people remain excluded from political and civic engagement, decision-making, 

intergovernmental negotiations and leadership positions, and decisions affecting their 

lives and their future are made without them. 

In 1995, Member States adopted the UN World Programme of Action for Youth. The 

document outlines 15 key areas to strengthen Member States' commitment to youth 

participation and development. Despite the global recognition of the importance of youth 

participation and empowerment, no significant progress has been made throughout the 

past 25 years. Moreover, there has been a growing recognition of young people’s role as 

leaders in implementing the 2030 Agenda. Nonetheless, there are too many barriers to 

achieving full and effective youth participation. 

We believe that young people must be at the heart of meeting today’s challenges, from 

rebuilding the global economy to eradicating poverty, reducing inequalities, and 

combating violent extremism to creating a sustainable and peaceful future for all. 

Providing the necessary access and financial resources and acknowledging the role of 

youth in shaping and implementing global policies is key to bridge those gaps. Our 

Common Agenda and the 2030 Agenda can only succeed by including young people in 

intergovernmental processes and deliberations. 

This event is organised by the International Young Leaders Organization (IYLO), with the 

support of the Civil Society Unit, Department of Global Communications. 

 

2. Objectives of the side event 
 

This session features young leaders, representatives of UN Member States and UN 

entities, who will present recommendations on how to strengthen youth engagement and 

leadership. Speakers shall present concrete commitments on how they intend to have 

meaningful engagement with young people and empower youth globally. The discussion 

will focus on the International Young Leaders Organization’s (IYLO) Global Initiative for 

UN Youth and its corresponding reform proposal “UN Commitment to Youth”, which calls 

for the establishment of institutional mechanisms that put young people at the heart of 

the UN agenda and inter-governmental processes. Together we will explore the role 

young people and future generations could play in creating a new multilateralism that 

leaves no one behind. 

 

3. Guiding Questions for presentations and discussion 
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- What barriers do young people face in engaging and shaping decisions about our 

common future? 

- How can we achieve full and effective youth participation and intergenerational 

leadership?  

- What concrete proposals and actions could Member States, and multilateral 

organisations implement to promote and strengthen youth participation and 

intergenerational leadership in the framework of the Decade of Action for Youth 

Empowerment?  

- How can we support young changemakers to lead action on the implementation 

of the 2030 Agenda? 

- What are the concrete commitments that the United Nations and Member States 

are willing to make to strengthen their investment in young people and empower 

youth globally? 

 

4. Format and Agenda  
 

9:00 - 9:15 a.m.  

Welcome and Overview 

● Hawa Diallo, Chief, Civil Society Unit, Outreach Division, Department of Global 

Communications (DGC)  

● H.I.R.H. Camilla von Habsburg-Lothringen, Chair of the International Young 

Leaders Organization (IYLO) Advisory Board  

 

9:15 - 9:30 a.m.   

The Global Situation of Young People Today  

● José Hernández, Youngest member of the Central American Parliament  

 

9:30 - 10:05 a.m.   

Reflective Dialogue: Reimagining Youth Engagement to Realize the Commitments of 

the UN75 Declaration  

 

Moderator: Nipuna Ambanpola, IVolunteer International, Inc.; Youth Representatives 

Steering Committee, Department of Global Communications (DGC)  

 

Speakers:   

● H.E. Ambassador Xolisa Mfundiso Mabhongo, Deputy Permanent Representative 

of South Africa to the United Nations in New York  
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● Vladimir Voronkov, Under-Secretary-General of the United Nations Counter-

Terrorism Office (UNOCT) (TBC) 

● Dali ten Hove, Writer, UN 75th-Anniversary team, Researcher on memoirs of the f. 

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon  

● Youth Representative 

 

10:05 - 10:50 a.m. 

Interactive Conversation: Intergenerational and Intercultural Dialogue with Young 

Leaders 

 

Moderator: Michelle Leon, World Development Foundation; Youth Representatives 

Steering Committee, Department of Global Communications (DGC) 

 

Speakers: 

● Queen Mother Dr. Delois Blakely, Religious leader, pan-Africanist, writer, activist 

and humanitarian 

● Daniel Sichilongo, Secretary-General, Green Party of Zambia  

● Saffin Mathew, 1M1B; Youth Representatives Steering Committee, Department of 

Global Communications (DGC)  

● Bryan Zhen Li, New York University Graduate student, International Young 

Leaders Organization (IYLO)  

● Ahmad Saddauna Alli, Inter-religious doctorate student, Atlas For Development   

 

10:50 - 11:00 a.m.  

Closing Remarks and Call to Action 

● Helen Ramos Nufio, Global Initiative for UN Youth, International Young Leaders 

Organization (IYLO) 

● Lena Sykorova, Founder and Executive Director of the International Young 

Leaders Organization (IYLO), Initiator of the Global Initiative for UN Youth 

 

 

5. Platform to be used and Registration link  
 

-  Zoom Meeting: 

https://zoom.us/j/93906011250?pwd=ZXkwVjlBaDBRaE5KaFFvZURQWVpqZz09 
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