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10th Economic and Social Council Youth Forum 

A Decade of Action: Building a Resilient Recovery 

SIDE EVENT AT THE ECOSOC YOUTH FORUM 

“Generation Connect: Young People Shaping the Digital Agenda”  

CONCEPT NOTE 

6 April 2021 

 

1. Background 

The theme of ECOSOC, 2021 is: “Sustainable and resilient recovery from the COVID-19 

pandemic, that promotes the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable 

development: Building an inclusive and effective path for the achievement of the 2030 Agenda 

in the context of the decade of action and delivery for sustainable development”.  1 

 

The Forum will focus on 9 of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), namely SDGs 1 (No 

poverty), 2 (Zero Hunger), 3 (Good Health and Well-being), 8 (Decent Work and Economic 

Growth), 10 (Reduced Inequalities), 12 (Sustainable Consumption and Production), 13 (Climate 

Action), 16 (Peaceful, Just and Inclusive Societies) and 17 (Partnership).  2 

 

The ITU has a vital role in working towards meeting the SDGs, especially with the COVID-19 

pandemic resulting in conditions which push telecommunication to the forefront. The meaningful 

engagement of youth in ITU’s work is essential to meeting the SDGs, particularly when 

developing solutions to challenges that youth face. 

                                                
1 www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2021doc/2021-youth-forum-concept-note.pdf 
2 www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2021doc/2021-youth-forum-concept-note.pdf 
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It is estimated that approximately 5000 people will be participating in the 2021 ECOSOC Youth 

Forum, with a large percentage of participants being between the ages of 15 – 24 years old. This 

is an ideal opportunity for the ITU to share the work being done through Generation Connect and 

to engage directly with participating youth. 

 

2. Objectives of the Side Event 

The event has the following objectives: 

● Showcase the launch of Generation Connect, the Generation Connect Visionaries Board 

(GCVB), and the 6 ITU Regional Youth Groups.  

● Provide an opportunity to reach youth who may be interested in engaging with 

Generation Connect in the future.  

● Highlight ways in which Generation Connect is seeking to engage in relevant UN 

processes and mechanisms. 

● Open a dialogue to inform the work of Generation Connect, including the WTDC-21 

Youth Summit  

Generation Connect3 – Showcasing Generation Connect will involve discussing the overall ITU 

Youth Strategy, emphasizing the three pillars of the strategy; Empower, Engage, and Participate. 

Furthermore, this event will provide an opportunity to invite interested youth to engage with the 

growing online Generation Connect community so that they may become involved in future 

initiatives.  

Generation Connect Visionaries Board (GCVB)4 – The GCVB is an inaugural board that is being 

assembled to champion the voices of youth in digital development and to provide guidance in the 

implementation of the ITU Youth Strategy. The board consists of 2 ITU representatives, 8 high-

level appointees, and 8 nominated young people. This event will be an opportunity to present the 

board and discuss some of the initiatives the board will be contributing to over 2021.  

 

WTDC-21 Youth Summit & ITU Regional Youth Groups5 – The ITU World Telecommunication 

Development Conference 2021 (WTDC-21) and the WTDC-21 Generation Connect Global 

Youth Summit will be hosted by the Government of Ethiopia in November, 2021. The 

overarching theme of WTDC-21 will be “Connecting the unconnected to achieve sustainable 

development”. As part of the ITU Youth Strategy, ITU Regional Youth Groups are being 

launched for each of the six regions over 2020-2021. The primary objective of the ITU Regional 

Youth Groups will be to provide youth with a platform to discuss and provide input to ITU work 

relating to their region. In preparation for WTDC, each youth group will have an opportunity to 

prepare a document expressing their needs, interests, and perspectives regarding ITU work, 

which will then be shared at each youth group’s respective WTDC-21 Regional Preparatory 

                                                
3 https://www.itu.int/generationconnect/ 
4 https://www.itu.int/generationconnect/generation-connect-visionaries-board/ 
5 https://www.itu.int/en/mediacentre/Pages/pr25-2020-2021-World-Telecommunication-Development-
Conference-Road-to-Addis.aspx 
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Meeting (RPM). Beyond the RPMs, the youth groups will be continually engaged through 

Generation Connect and other regional initiatives.  

 

3. Guiding Questions for Presentations and Discussion  

There will be options for audience members to submit written questions for the co-hosts to ask 

the panel/speakers. This will primarily be done through Twitter using the hashtags: 

#GenerationConnect, #ITUYouth, #Youth2030. Examples of questions the session may be 

themed around include:  

What does being connected mean to you? 

How can the ITU and the Major Group on Children and Youth and the Youth SPI 

Platform collaborate to further the UN 2030 Agenda and the Youth 2030: The UN Youth 

Strategy?  

How can youth contribute to digital development for all?  

How can the work of the Generation Connect Regional Youth groups support the 

implementation of the ITU’s Youth Strategy and the Youth 2030: The UN Youth 

Strategy?  

 

4. Format and Agenda 

This event will be held on April 06, 2021, starting at 9:00 am EDT (15:00 CEST), and 

running until 10:00 am EDT (16:00 CEST).  

The event will be co-organised by the ITU and the UN Major Group on Children and Youth, the 

Youth SPI Platform, and the UN IANYD Youth Caucus, with the support of a member state (for 

example the Netherlands and their Youth at Heart strategy). The event will be co-hosted by 

Natalia Mochu (ITU Regional Director for CIS) and Victoria Lovins (Coordinator of the MGCY, 

Science-Policy Interface Platform). 
 
Speakers at the event include:  

 Mmabatho Motsamai, Founder of The Afrolutionist, Member of Generation Connect 
Visionaries Board 

 Ted Chen, Co-founder of Evercomm Singapore, Member of Generation Connect 
Visionaries Board 

 Laila Bouallouch, Policy Officer, Youth Employment (Netherlands) 
 Daniela Trucco, Social Affairs Officer, Social Development Division, ECLAC (UN) 
 Marwa Azelmat, Policy Advocacy Coordinator of the Women's Rights Programme, 

Association for Progressive Communications (APC) 
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Other participants may involve members of the ITU Generation Connect Team (such as Dunola 

Oladapo and Emma Jane Randall. The event format will consist of a series of short speeches and 

panel discussions facilitated by the co-moderators, along with multiple interactive activities to 

engage the virtual audience.  

 

One theme of the session will be: “What does it mean to you to be connected?” This theme will 

be incorporated through presenting a short Generation Connect video where young people give 

their own responses to this question. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MXxyvKk3Fg 

 

Furthermore, nearing the end of the session each speaker will be asked to give one word that 

captures their response to this question. A link will also be shared with the audience where they 

may submit their own one-word response to this question. All responses will be compiled into a 

word cloud which will be shared either live at the end of the event, or after the event via social 

media. 

 

5. Platform to be used and Registration Link  

This event will be hosted virtually via Zoom and will be facilitated by the ITU Communications 

Team. The registration link for the event is: 

https://itu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_G_fZxK0XRCG0-iiFRY3jxg 

The MGCY and ITU’s social media as well as the Generation Connect online community will be 

used to promote the event to young people.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MXxyvKk3Fg
https://itu.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_G_fZxK0XRCG0-iiFRY3jxg

