
Concept Note
Networking Reception

7th April 2021, 5:30 - 7:00 PM EST

Overview
The informal networking reception will take place at the end of the 1st day of ECOSOC Youth
Forum 2021, from 17:30-19:00 EST. It will be organized by ICMYO and MGCY and it will serve
as an optional networking reception and as the social informal space for young participants of
the YF to meet, interact with each other and connect, even in the online format of this year’s YF.
This event will be a virtual exposition of young leaders, partner organizations hosted on Hop-in.
The session will begin with a welcome and introduction, followed by 3 major components
running simultaneously:

1. One-on-one Networking (2 people): In your chosen language, meet one person for
three minutes, introduce yourself, learn what the other person does, and exchange
contact information.

2. Topic-based Networking (2-9 people): In your chosen language or English, join a group
of 9-20 people to discuss a certain topic.

3. Exposition Booths: In English, visit Expo Booths where you can learn about toolkits or
reports or digital platforms that will improve your advocacy and implementation of the
SDGs on the ground.

Objectives

● Connect young people in meaningful discussion around topics of interest of young
people not featured in the main programme.

● Support the young participants to interact with each other on a more informal basis and
enhance the networking dimension of the event, despite the online format of the
ECOSOC Youth Forum 2021

● Provide youth with a space to engage with other young people and / or available
resources in a comfortable and non-intimidating environment



● Connect youth to partner organizations whose work is in line with their values and
interests.

Proposed Format

The session will begin with a welcome and introduction, followed by 3 major components
running simultaneously:

1) One-on-one Networking (Speed Networking)
2) Topic-based Networking
3) Exposition Booths

Participants will be able to hop in and out of different types of sessions as they choose
throughout the event.

The co-hosts will pre-select a number of topics interesting to young people that may not have
made their way into the official programme. These networking spaces will allow young people to
have candid, informal conversations with each other on these topics while getting to know
others interested in the same things.

Each topic will get its own unique Zoom link but will follow the same structure below.
Participants will be allowed to move from one topic to another as they wish.

5:30-5:40 Welcome and Introduction

Co-hosts give a warm welcome to participants and explain how the
session will work.

5:40-7:00 Speed Networking, Topic-based Networking and Exposition Booths

These will be run simultaneously - attendees have the option to attend
the Speed Networking OR Topic-based Networking OR listen to a
presentation from partner organizations in our Expo Hall.

Speed Networking:
Participants will be randomly paired with an individual around the world
who speaks the same language. The pair will have 3 minutes to chat
and exchange information before being randomly reassigned to another
partner. We’ll plan to reshuffle the networking partners automatically
every 3 minutes for the duration of the event.

Topic-based Networking:
Participants can take part in larger breakout rooms for a duration of 10



to 60+ mins to have more in-depth conversations on the topic and spend
more time getting to know each other.

These sessions will be topic-based, covering themes that are not
included in the agenda of the official ECOSOC YF events. This may
include, for instance, LBTQ+, BLM, Indigenous Affairs, etc. The
sessions will also be organized by language.

The co-hosts will pre-select a number of topics interesting to young
people that may not have made their way into the official programme.
Session rooms can also be added and removed on a rolling basis
throughout the event. These networking spaces will allow young people
to have candid, informal conversations with each other on these topics
while getting to know others interested in the same things.

Individuals can select which conversation they would like to participate
from the central platform. This will include

● Embedded links to all of the sessions
● Title of each breakout room corresponding with topic
● Sessions organized by language
● Limit of 9 participants per room
● Function to see how many participants are in each room

Individuals will be redirected to these virtual video chats from the live
webpage. They have the opportunity to hop back-and-forth between
conversations between 5:40PM and 7:00PM

The sessions will be moderated by a representative of ICMYO, MGCY
or WOSM. Prompt topics or questions will be provided to get the
conversation going.

Exposition Booths:
Partner organizations are invited to host a presentation on their work.
The planning of these presentations will be left to the organizations
themselves. Organizations who will present are currently being
confirmed. Please view the communication sent to partner organizations
here.

Expo is an embedded feature of Hopin that creates an immersive virtual
trade show through an expo hall with hundreds of booths. Users can
easily build expos and trade shows that demo products and services to
thousands of attendees in minutes.

Organizers will upload materials about your organization for participants
to view when they visit the booth. It is required that at least one member
of the organization is present for the duration of the session to answer

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xdBAF8h3h2AexMsi4DTpKO0WBcvOzwQ66nG2gpBTDfY/edit


questions, live chat with the participants, and engage with youth more
broadly.

The content at each booth will be downloadable during and after the
networking session.

Platform
● Hop-in

○ Hopin is a virtual venue with multiple interactive areas that are optimized for
connecting and engaging. Attendees can move in and out of rooms just like an
in-person event and enjoy the content and connections created for them

● Participants will register for the session by obtaining a “ticket” in their preferred language

● We will be utilizing 4 of the embedded features of Hop-in
○ “Stage” for general information about the session and an explanation of how to

use the platform\
○ “Networking” for live speed-networking
○ “Sessions” for the parallel topic-based sessions
○ “Expo” for the booths hosted by partner organizations.Further information and a

demo of the “Expo” feature of Hopin can be found here.

https://hopin.com/features/product-overview
https://www.lewa-symposium.org/exhibitor-how-to-guide

