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H.E. Ambassador Alessandro Cortese (Italy) 

Chair of the thirtieth session of the Commission on  

Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice  

 

 

Thank you, Mr. Chair. 

 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,  

 

Good afternoon. I am very pleased to address this joint meeting in my 

capacity as Chair of the thirtieth session of the Commission on Crime 

Prevention and Criminal Justice – or CCPCJ as we call it.  

 

I would start by addressing the question, asked in the outline, of how our 

Commission contributes to the High Level Political Forum review of the 

theme for 2021 as well as to the work of ECOSOC, and what initial key 

messages can be offered. The pandemic has created new crime trends and a 

renewed call for innovative responses and international cooperation.  

 

A few examples:  

 The economic downturn and associated lockdowns have exacerbated the 

vulnerabilities of the most disadvantaged groups. 
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 Criminal markets exploit the new realities to adapt their “modi 

operandi” or develop new illicit activities. In some cases, organised 

crime groups also step in where States are unable to provide support and 

use this situation to expand their reach. 

 Cybercriminals capitalize on the anxieties and fears of their victims, 

which has also led to greater abuse and exploitation of women and 

children in the cybersphere.  

 The demand for COVID-19 related medical products has created a 

supply gap that criminals have quickly filled with falsified products – 

even falsified vaccines.  

 There is a risk that large amounts of public funds which are provided to 

assist different target groups could be stolen or diverted by criminal 

groups.  

 Stay-at-home measures have increased the likelihood of domestic 

violence.  

 

The Commission is expected to discuss these issues and take action on a 

number of draft resolutions during its thirtieth session. We will do so from a 

perspective of the achievement of the 2030 agenda. Sustainable 

Development Goal 16 (“peace, justice and strong institutions”) is obviously 

at the heart of the Commission’s mandate. However, our work also contributes 

to the achievement of other SDGs, for instance:  
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 SDG 8 on “decent work and economic growth” is supported by the 

Commission’s work on preventing and addressing trafficking in 

persons and end modern slavery. And in this regard I wish to 

inform you that tomorrow we will hold a special event to launch 

the 2020 UNODC Report on Trafficking in Persons. 

 

These are just a few examples of how the Commission, through 

practical policy direction, will contribute to this year’s theme. Our written 

contribution to the High-level Political Forum will outline the 

Commission’s work and efforts towards the achievement of the 2030 

Agenda. The CCPCJ also has on its agenda a standing item on the 

contributions by the Commission to the work of ECOSOC, including 

follow-up, review and implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development.  

 

 

 

 

Let me also highlight a couple of points on the implementation of 

General Assembly resolution 72/305 on the strengthening of the Economic 

and Social Council, and how we can enhance cooperation among the 

subsidiary bodies. 
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The CCPCJ annually adopts a number of resolutions and decisions, 

providing policy guidance to the international community and mandates to 

UNODC. This May, the CCPCJ is expected to adopt, amongst others, the 

resolution containing the Political Declaration of the 14th Crime Congress, to 

be held in Kyoto in early March, which will shape international policy on crime 

prevention and criminal justice for the years to come. The overall theme of the 

14th Crime Congress is very much linked to the 2030 Agenda: Advancing crime 

prevention, criminal justice and the rule of law: towards the achievement of the 

2030 Agenda”. 

  

Mr. Chair, Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues –  

 

In the CCPCJ, we are looking forward to working with all of you. I invite 

you all to our regular session from 17 to 21 May 2021. Apart from the regular 

agenda items, the thematic discussion will address “effective measures to 

prevent and counter the smuggling of migrants, while protecting the rights of 

smuggled migrants, particularly women and children.” We stand ready to 

share our experience with a view to improving our response to res. 72/305 and 

supporting the review of the Council and the High Level Political Forum. 

 

With this I would like to conclude my intervention, reiterating 

our Commission’s commitment to continue the dialogue and cooperation 

with all of you. 

Thank you very much.  


