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ECOSOC and the CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) Outbreak 
 

 
 

                       LATEST FROM THE ECOSOC PRESIDENT 
 
 ECOSOC 2021 cycle 
> Letter to the Chairs of ECOSOC subsidiary bodies regarding consideration of 

implications of COVID-19-related limitations on in-person meetings, 3 December 2020 
 

> Letter from the President of ECOSOC on the suspension of in-person meetings at UN 
Headquarters, 28 October 2020 
 

> Letter to Member States on the passing of the silence procedure on the 
draft decision entitled “Extension of the procedure for taking decisions of the Economic 
and Social Council during the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic until the end of 
August 2020” 

> Letter to Member States on the extension of the procedure for taking decisions of the 
Council during the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic until the end of August 
2020 and a draft decision which is placed under silence procedure until Wednesday, 29 
July 2020 at 6 p.m. 
 

 ECOSOC 2020 cycle 
> Letter on the decisions and resolutions of the 2020 session of the Council adopted 

through silence procedure, proposals on which no action was taken and proposals on 
which silence was broken 
 

> Letter announcing the conclusion of the silence procedure on the draft resolution entitled 
"Progress in the implementation of General Assembly resolution 71/243 on the 
quadrennial comprehensive policy review of operational activities for development of the 
United Nations system” (E/2020/L.28), and two related explanations of position. 
 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter_president_ecosoc_2021-chairs_of_subsidiary_bodies_3_december.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter_president_ecosoc_2021-chairs_of_subsidiary_bodies_3_december.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter_In_Person_Meetings_President_ECOSOC_28_October_2020.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter_In_Person_Meetings_President_ECOSOC_28_October_2020.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/Letter%20PECOSOC%20to%20MS%20extension%20of%20silence%20procedure.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/Letter%20PECOSOC%20to%20MS%20extension%20of%20silence%20procedure.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/Letter%20PECOSOC%20to%20MS%20extension%20of%20silence%20procedure.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/Letter%20PECOSOC%20to%20MS%20extension%20of%20silence%20procedure.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter_to_ms_2021_l2_decision_2021_l2.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter_to_ms_2021_l2_decision_2021_l2.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter_to_ms_2021_l2_decision_2021_l2.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter_to_ms_2021_l2_decision_2021_l2.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/p_ecosoc_handover_2020_ecosoc-resolutions_decisions_22_july.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/p_ecosoc_handover_2020_ecosoc-resolutions_decisions_22_july.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/p_ecosoc_handover_2020_ecosoc-resolutions_decisions_22_july.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter_p_ecosoc_oas_turkey_eop_on_qcpr.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter_p_ecosoc_oas_turkey_eop_on_qcpr.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter_p_ecosoc_oas_turkey_eop_on_qcpr.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter_p_ecosoc_oas_turkey_eop_on_qcpr.pdf


> Letter regarding the outcome of the elections for six ECOSOC subsidiary and related 
bodies 
 

> Letter of invitation from the President of ECOSOC and the President of the General 
Assembly to a briefing with Chef de Cabinet of the Secretary-General on the transition 
for reopening the UN Headquarters to phase 1 (10 July 2020) 
 

> Letter of invitation from the President of ECOSOC and the President of the General 
Assembly on the virtual side event of HLPF on “Mobilizing and Retaining Resources to 
Build Back Better: Financial Integrity in Post-COVID World” (10 July 2020) 
 

> Letter to Member States on the High-level Political Forum and High-level Segment (7-17 
July 2020) 
 

> Letter to Member States on the ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development and a 
mapping of funding mechanisms for COVID-19 response - 5 June 2020 
 

> Oral statement by the Secretariat in connection with draft resolution E/2020/L.8 entitled 
“Further revised working arrangements for the 2020 session of the Economic and Social 
Council and sessions of its subsidiary bodies” – 1 June 2020 
 

> Letter to Member States on draft resolution entitled “Further revised working 
arrangements for the 2020 session of the Economic and Social Council and sessions of its 
subsidiary bodies” (E/2020/L.8) – 1 June 2020 
 

>   Letter to Member States on “Extension of the procedure for taking decisions of the 
Economic and Social Council during the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic” 
(Decision 2020/206) 
 

>   Draft Decision-Extension of the procedure for taking decisions of the Economic and 
Social Council during the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic (E/2020/L.7) – 15 
May 2020 
 

>   Presidential Statement - “Joining Forces: Effective Policy Solutions for Covid-19 
Response” – 12 May 2020 
 

>   Letter to Member States on the ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development follow-
up: Technical revision to the Draft Intergovernmentally Agreed Conclusions and 
Recommendations – 23 April 2020 
 

>   Letter to Member States on the ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development follow-
up: Draft Intergovernmentally Agreed Conclusions and Recommendations – 22 April 
2020 
 

>   Letter to Member States on the ECOSOC Forum on Financing for Development follow-
up – 20 April 2020 
 

 Letter to Member States on the elections to subsidiary and related bodies through silence 
procedure – 15 April 
 

>   Letter to Member States on the resolution entitled, “Revised working arrangements for 
the 2020 session of the Economic and Social Council and of its subsidiary bodies” – 14 
April 
 

>   Step-by-Step process for consideration of draft decisions/resolutions in accordance with 
Economic and Social Council decision 2020/205 of 3 April 2020 entitled “Procedure for 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/president_ecosoc_letter_elections_21_july.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/president_ecosoc_letter_elections_21_july.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Letter-on-Joint-Informal-Meeting-on-Phase-1-in-COVID19.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Letter-on-Joint-Informal-Meeting-on-Phase-1-in-COVID19.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Letter-on-Joint-Informal-Meeting-on-Phase-1-in-COVID19.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Invitation-letter_HLPF%20Side-Event-on-FACTI-on-10-July.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Invitation-letter_HLPF%20Side-Event-on-FACTI-on-10-July.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Invitation-letter_HLPF%20Side-Event-on-FACTI-on-10-July.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Letter-of-ECOSOC-President-for-HLPF-revised-programme.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Letter-of-ECOSOC-President-for-HLPF-revised-programme.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter-P-ECOSOC-to-MS-ecosoc-ffd.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter-P-ECOSOC-to-MS-ecosoc-ffd.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Oral-statement-for-Draft-resolution-L_8-for-circulation.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Oral-statement-for-Draft-resolution-L_8-for-circulation.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Oral-statement-for-Draft-resolution-L_8-for-circulation.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter-P-ECOSOC-to-MS-L8.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter-P-ECOSOC-to-MS-L8.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/letter-P-ECOSOC-to-MS-L8.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Letter_PECOSOC_to_MS_23_May_2020_approval_of-L_7.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Letter_PECOSOC_to_MS_23_May_2020_approval_of-L_7.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Letter_PECOSOC_to_MS_23_May_2020_approval_of-L_7.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/E-2020-L_7.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/E-2020-L_7.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/E-2020-L_7.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/ECOSOC_Presidential_Statement-COVID19_12_May_2020.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/ECOSOC_Presidential_Statement-COVID19_12_May_2020.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/P-ECO_letter_FfDf_outcome_document_technical_revision_23_April.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/P-ECO_letter_FfDf_outcome_document_technical_revision_23_April.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/P-ECO_letter_FfDf_outcome_document_technical_revision_23_April.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/P-ECO_letter_FfDf_outcome_document_silence_procedure_22_April.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/P-ECO_letter_FfDf_outcome_document_silence_procedure_22_April.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/P-ECO_letter_FfDf_outcome_document_silence_procedure_22_April.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Letter_from_President_of_ECOSOC_on_23_April_meeting_20_April.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Letter_from_President_of_ECOSOC_on_23_April_meeting_20_April.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/President_ECOSOC_letter_elections_15_April_2020.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/President_ECOSOC_letter_elections_15_April_2020.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Letter_PECOSOC_to_MS-14-April-2020_L_6.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Letter_PECOSOC_to_MS-14-April-2020_L_6.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Letter_PECOSOC_to_MS-14-April-2020_L_6.pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/2020-04-07-Procedure_for_ECOSOC_decision_via_silence_procedure(003).pdf
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/2020-04-07-Procedure_for_ECOSOC_decision_via_silence_procedure(003).pdf


taking decisions of the Economic and Social Council during the coronavirus disease 
(COVID-19) pandemic” – 7 April 
 

>   Draft resolution on the working arrangements of the Economic and Social Council and of 
its subsidiary bodies – 6 April 
 

>   Letter to Member States on the "Procedure for taking decisions of the Economic and 
Social Council during the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic" - 3 April 2020 
 

> Letter to Member States on the draft decision on procedure for taking decisions of the 
Economic and Social Council during the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic – 1 
April 2020 
 

> Statement of the President of ECOSOC at the Joint Virtual Briefing on COVID-19 – 27 
March 2020 
 

> Letter to Member States on the impact of COVID19 – 26 March 2020 
 

> Letter to Member States on the Joint Virtual Briefing on COVID-19 – 24 March 2020 
 

> Letter to Member States on the postponement of “The Sahel Region” meeting of 
ECOSOC - 20 March 2020 
 

> Statement on the impact of COVID19 – 18 March 2020 
 

> Letter to Member States on the formal meeting of ECOSOC on 16 March and draft 
decisions on the theme of the humanitarian affairs segment – 16 March 2020 
 

> Letter to Member States on the formal meeting of ECOSOC on 16 March and draft 
decisions on the theme of the humanitarian affairs segment – 12 March 2020 
 

> Letter to Member States on the calendar of ECOSOC meetings and decisions made by the 
Bureau of ECOSOC – 11 March 2020 
 

> Statement on the impact of COVID19 – 10 March 2020 
 

> Letter to Member States on the postponement of the UN75 Youth Plenary and ECOSOC 
Youth Forum – 10 March 2020 
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https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/COVID-19-Joint-Briefing-ECOSOC-President-27March.pdf
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https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/PoE_Letter_Member_States_ECOSOC_sahel_Meeting-Cancellation_ECOSOC.pdf
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https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/2020doc/Letter-PECOSOC-to-MS-16%20-March%20-2020.pdf
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