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The Economic and Social Council convened a Special Meeting on “Response to Cyclone Idai in 

Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe” on 2 April 2019. As President of the Economic and Social Council, I 

am pleased to share the key messages and recommendations that emerged during the meeting. 

 

 We heard from the affected States of Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe that the devastation 

wrought by Cyclone Idai threatens to reverse progress made towards the achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Goals by exacerbating already existing vulnerabilities and inequalities and pushing more 

people into poverty. Erratic weather, environmental degradation and recurring droughts aggravated by 

climate change are affecting food security by reducing arable land and pasture and adversely impacting the 

agricultural production and livelihoods, especially among smallholder farmers. 

 

Effective disaster preparedness and early humanitarian response by national, local and international 

actors have been critical for saving lives and livelihoods, and the provision of essential services. We 

commend the efforts made by the affected countries and communities themselves and the support provided 

by the United Nations system and its operational partners and the international community to meet the urgent 

needs of the most affected and the most vulnerable people. Nevertheless, the humanitarian situation will 

remain dire as we regain access to previously inaccessible locations and the full scale of the destruction is 

revealed.  

 

As we get ready to take stock of our efforts to implement the 2030 Agenda at the SDG Summit next 

September, it is clear that we must accelerate a risk-informed and resilient implementation of the 2030 

Agenda.   

 

• We recognize the impact of the adverse effects of climate change and increasingly severe and frequent 

extreme weather events on vulnerable people and countries and their efforts to achieve the Sustainable 

Development Goals.  

 

• We call for Member States to mobilize further funding to meet the urgent requirements of the 

humanitarian appeals for the affected countries and underline the importance of timely and adequate 

funding for saving lives and initiating early recovery activities. We are gravely concerned about the 

impact of the cyclone on food security, hunger and nutrition and about the possible spread of diseases.  

We call for addressing needs related notably to health – in particular the growing threat of cholera, 

malaria and acute watery diarrhea, – water and sanitation, food and nutrition, shelter and non-food items, 

protection needs particularly of women and children, education, livelihoods and logistics to enable 

programming and psychosocial support. 



• We emphasize the importance of humanitarian assistance in saving lives and livelihoods and the need to 

ensure a well-coordinated, timely and effective response to this disaster and future similar events. 

 

• We stress the need to integrate gender considerations into every stage of the response to ensure that the 

specific needs of women and girls are considered, and proactive measures undertaken to minimize 

gender-based violence and vulnerability. 

 

• We emphasize that globally the risk of being displaced by disasters has doubled since 1970s and 

emphasize that we should scales up efforts to prevent displacement in the context of disasters and the 

adverse effects of climate change. This requires identifying drivers of risk and reducing the vulnerability 

and exposure of people at risk of displacement.   

 

• We urge comprehensive action to address the root causes of food insecurity and related vulnerability in 

Southern Africa and elsewhere. We also call for greater investment in shock-responsive social 

protections systems and social safety nets that target the most vulnerable. 

 

• We reiterate the call for greater investment in disaster risk reduction, including disaster preparedness, 

early warning and early action. We underline the essential role of early warning and its timely translation 

into effective early action, enabled by enhanced early warning systems. It requires adequate financing 

that is predictable and flexible and available in a timely manner. In this regard, we note the importance of 

forecast-based financing and insurance solutions.  

 

• We also call for risk-informed investments, public and private, to reduce existing disaster risks and thus 

protect hard-won development gains, while also mobilizing resources for the 2030 Agenda more 

generally. Disaster risk reduction needs to be integrated in national financing frameworks and fiscal 

plans. In this context, development cooperation, including debt relief, will be needed to build resilience 

in countries most vulnerable to climate change. 

 

• We call for stronger collaboration and complementarity between humanitarian, development, disaster 

risk reduction and climate action to reduce need, risk and vulnerability, assist those furthest behind and 

ensure that no-one is left behind in the face of climate change and extreme weather events. We call on all 

Member States and the international community to ensure that the humanitarian response is 

complemented by medium- and long-term recovery and reconstruction efforts to establish a sustainable 

path for countries to achieve a risk-informed and resilient 2030 Agenda, adhering to the commitments 

contained in the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the Paris Agreement on Climate 

Change. 

 

• We underline the upcoming ECOSOC Humanitarian Affairs Segment as a key platform to take up some 

of these issues.  

 

• We stress the urgency to redouble our efforts in combating climate change. We must build on the 

momentum for climate action following the adoption of the Katowice Climate Package at COP 24. The 

review of SDG 13 in July HLPF, the HLPF Summit and the Climate Summit will help build ambition for 

climate action around the world. We call for ambitious commitments in support of the Secretary-

General’s Climate Summit in September 2019. We also call for renewed commitment by the 

international community to accelerate the implementation of the 2030 Agenda, including the Sustainable 

Development Goals. 


