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 Background 
 

With rapid global urbanization, the future of humanity is urban; and thus, the future of violent 
conflict is also urban. Much of urban growth has been rapid and unplanned, with urban centres 
largely lacking the capacity to provide adequate opportunities and gainful employment, primarily 
affecting the young demographic. The emergence of a large un- and under-employed urban youth 
population threatens stability; rendered marginalized, and socio-economically excluded, they have 
increasingly become vulnerable to conflict and violence and are the main targets of violent 
extremism and transnational criminal networks. Of the approximately 1.4 billion people worldwide 
living in countries impacted by crises, conflict and fragility, 50% are under the age of 20 (OECD, 
2015).  
 
Therefore, creating safe spaces where youth can come together as active players of change can 
promote social cohesion towards peace and security. In this regard, the side event seeks to bring 
together various stakeholders to engage in discussion on creating safer spaces. This will include; 
(i) policy makers who have engaged in the creation of safer spaces in their respective 
localities/cities to share their experiences; (ii) youth who have actively participated in activities 



 
that seek to promote peace and security within the areas that they reside in; (iii) youth living in 
spaces considered as “safe” and who can share their perspectives; and (iv) persons from the private 
sectors and civil society organizations that have acknowledged their role as agents of urban social 
cohesion. 
 
In December 2015, the United Nations Security Council unanimously adopted, Resolution 2250 
on Youth, Peace and Security (YPS). This is the first resolution by the Security Council that 
recognizes young people as crucial partners in the maintenance and promotion of international 
peace and security. It also urges Member States to increase youth representation in decision-
making and implement mechanisms to enable the meaningful participation of young people in 
peace processes and resolution disputes, in addition to the establishment of a network of City 
Champions for Youth, Peace and Security. The resolution’s binding nature stipulates the 
importance of it being it discussed by member states as they explore avenues for its implementation 
in their respective countries. This will require governments and policy makers to create spaces for 
young people to express themselves, enhance peace building skills and knowledge, build trust 
between youth and governments, strengthen monitoring and evaluation, and invest in the capacity, 
agency and leadership of young people. 

Objectives  

• Provide a space for member states, young leaders and youth entities to identify innovative 
solutions and policy objectives in order to highlight and enhance the positive and 
meaningful participation of young people in peace processes and dispute resolution.  

• Discuss strategies and concrete actions to support the role of youth in the implementation 
of UNSC Resolution 2250, The 2030 Agenda with a focus on  SDG 16 on Peace Justice 
and Security, and SDG 11 on Safe, Resilient and Sustainable Cities, the Sendai Framework 
for Disaster Risk Reduction and the New Urban Agenda; and provide inputs to the ongoing 
deliberations of the High-Level Political Forum (HLPF), UN-Habitat Assembly, World 
Urban Forum, World Urban Campaign, and Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction. 

• Discuss conflict prevention strategies and peacebuilding progress indicators for youth, 
especially in urban areas, who are becoming increasingly vulnerable to violence including 
violent extremism; and propose mechanisms that prevent and combat these forms of 
violence, placing youth at the forefront of decision-making.  

• Identify how private, public sectors can engage and support youth-inclusive approaches; 
and identify how cooperatives and other social economy initiatives are mentioned among 
the measures to promote full, productive, freely chosen employment and decent work and 
income-generation opportunities in building peace and resilience. 



 
• Delineate specific indicators for the measurement of Youth, Peace and Security (YPS) 

progress, also identifying city champions of YPS to assist in the establishment of a YPS 
City Champions network.  

Messages / leading questions  

1. What are the gaps and opportunities for youth participation, and how can they play an 
active role in building peace, justice and development in local, national and international 
settings? 

2. How can mayors, other elected officials and city officials collaborate with young people 
to ensure inclusive cities lead to increased peace and prosperity? 

3. When political inclusion can also mean inclusion in corrupt, undemocratic or oppressive 
systems, how can young people create alternative spaces for political engagement?  

4. How can youth leadership support and shape policy-making and city practices, identifying 
the critical access points for their participation, and what are effective youth-led strategies 
towards the prevention of crime and violence in urban settings and development of safe 
spaces? 

5. How can the private and public sectors engage and support youth-inclusive approaches to 
peace and security in cities?  

 
Expected results 

The side event aims to produce a set of recommendations and action points conducive to 
improving the impact of youth contributing to peace building efforts at local and national level. 
By sharing critical analysis and relevant experiences of young people, and city leaders the 
session will determine gaps and opportunities for young people’s full and meaningful 
participation as positive agents and champions for peace in cities.  

	
Proposed	programme:		
Welcoming	Remarks:	Charity	Kagwi-Ndungu	–	Head	of	the	Criminal	Justice	Programme			

Key	note	speaker:	Charles	Kerich	–	Nairobi	County	Executive			

Moderator:	Sharmaarke	Abdullahi	–	Programme	Management	Officer,	UN-Habitat	

Round-table		

• Maria	Eduarda	Lacerda–	Government	of	the	State	of	Ceara	
• Angelica	Soberanes	–	President	of	the	Regional	Youth	Network	for	the	Americas	ICA		
• Charles	Nader	–	CEO	Doc.com		
• Amro	Awad	–	Senior	Policy	Advisor,	African	Union	

Closing	Remarks		
• Wambui	Kahara	–	UNODC	Regional	Youth	Advisor		



 
	
 
Suggested Reading Material 

 
1. Youth Peace-building in cities   

 
UN-Habitat (2016). Refugee Youth. Good Practices in Urban Resettlements Context. United 
Nations Human Settlements Programme   
 
World Bank. 2018. Youth as Agents of Peace Somalia (English). Washington, D.C. : World 
Bank Group.  
http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/463921526414702925/Youth-as-Agents-of-Peace-
Somalia 
 
Compact for Young People in Humanitarian Action  
http://bit.ly/Compact-for-Young-People-in-Humanitarian-Action 
  
Peacebuilding reports:  

• http://unoy.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/UNOY_Post-2015Report_Revised.pdf 
• http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002170/217098e.pdf  
• http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002474/247430E.pdf  
• http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0019/001913/191341e.pdf  
• http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002171/217106e.pdf 
• http://www.un.org/en/peacebuilding/pbso/pdf/Final%20Report%20%20Global%20Foru

m%20on%20Youth%20Peace%20%20Security%2011.11.2015.pdf 

Peacebuilding frameworks:  

• http://www.youthpolicy.org/blog/participation-global-governance/a-post-2015-
development-agenda-foryoung-peacebuilders/ 

• https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/ci_youth-english-web-20150616-082128118.pdf 
• http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0021/002177/217786e.pdf 
• http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0025/002529/252971e.pdf 
• https://eccnetwork.net/wp-content/uploads/IIEP-Youth-Education-and-Peacebuilding.pdf 



 
• https://eccnetwork.net/wp-content/uploads/IIEP-Youth-Education-and-Peacebuilding.pdf 
• http://www.un.org/en/peacebuilding/pbso/pdf/Practice%20Note%20Youth%20&%20Pea

cebuilding%20-%20January%202016.pdf  
 
 

2. Urban Youth Empowerment: participation, representation, and engagement in the 
local governance   

 
UN-Habitat (2015). Youth Led Development: A Case Study From The Mathare Slum, Kenya. 
United Nations Human Settlements Programme   
 
The Right to participate   
http://bit.ly/The-Right-To-Participate 
 
Global Youth-Led Development Report Series  
http://bit.ly/Global-Youth-led-Development-series 
 
State of Urban Youth Reports   
http://bit.ly/State-of-Urban-Youth-Reports 
 
UNESCO Global Report ‘Culture: Urban Future’ 
http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0024/002459/245999e.pdf 
 
#Unite4Heritage campaign  
http://www.unite4heritage.org/ 
 
World Heritage Youth Forum  
http://whc.unesco.org/en/youth-forum/ 
 
UNESCO Creative Cities Network  
Website https://en.unesco.org/creative-cities/ 
Leaflet https://fr.unesco.org/creative-cities/sites/creative-
cities/files/creative%20cities%20for%20web.pdf 
 
Partners for the Youth 
https://www.unv.org/sites/default/files/UNV%20Success%20Stories_FINAL_ws.pdf 

 



 
Young Person's Guide to saving the world 
https://www.unv.org/sites/default/files/Young_Persons_Guide_Changing_the_World__FINA
L.pdf 
 
3. Youth and Gender-Responsive Cities 

 
UN-Habitat (2016). Refugee Youth. Good Practices in Urban Resettlements Context. United 
Nations Human Settlements Programme 
 
4. Youth and Preventing/Countering Violent Extremism  

 
Young people’s role in preventing violent extremism – UNDP, 2018 
https://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/news-centre/speeches/2018/young-people_s-
role-in-preventing-violent-extremism.html 
 
Time to Empower and Engage Youth on Countering Violent Extremism – Life & Peace 
Institute, 2018 
http://life-peace.org/hab/time-to-empower-and-engage-youth-on-countering-violent-
extremism/ 

 
Youth and Violent Extremism on Social Media – UNESCO, 2017 
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000260382 
 
 
5. All Relevant Frameworks  

 
United Nations Security Council Resolution 2250 (UNSCR 2250) 
https://www.un.org/development/desa/youth/international-youth-day-2017/resources-on-
youth-peace-and-security.html 
The Missing Peace: Independent Progress Study on Youth, Peace and Security 
https://www.youth4peace.info/ProgressStudy 
 
Youth 2030: The United Nations Strategy on Youth  
https://www.un.org/youthenvoy/youth-un/ 
 
The Sustainable Development Goals 
Goal 16 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg16 



 
Goal 11 https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdg11 
 
The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 
https://www.unisdr.org/we/inform/publications/43291 
 
The New Urban Agenda 
http://habitat3.org/the-new-urban-agenda/ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


