
 

Concept Note 

Side-event “Future of Work, Entrepreneurship and Youth”    

ECOSOC Youth Forum 2019 

8-9 April, New York 
 

Context 

The world changes, increasingly faster. As a consequence, the way we work has 

undergone intense transformations. For the young, this new reality comes even steeper. So, 

how can we prepare the youth for the challenges ahead - and those that are already in course? 

How to foster income generation among the young?  

According to the International Labour Organization (ILO) report, youth represents 

more than 35% of the unemployed population worldwide. In Brazil there are 70.9 million 

young people and about 23% of them do not work or study, one of the highest percentages 

among countries in the Latin American and Caribbean region, as reported by the Institute of 

Applied Economic Research (IPEA) with support from the International Centre for Inclusive 

Growth (IPC-IG), linked to the United Nations. Therefore, the debate on the subject is 

fundamental. This meeting is a singular and important moment for the search and reach of 

solutions. 

This side event proposed at the 8th Annual Youth Forum of the Economic and 

Social Council 2019 (ECOSOC) represents a unique opportunity to ponder and debate the 

insertion of young people in the world of work in the 21st century. 

 

Date: April 8, 2019 

Duration: 4:30pm - 6:00pm 

Participants: 5-7 foreign and Brazilian panelists 

Audience: 40-60 participants, open to the public 

 

Format: Discussion panel, with room for public Q & A at the end of the presentations 

 

Name of event: Side-event "Future of Work, Entrepreneurship and Youth" 

  



 

Concept Note – Theme and scope of the activity: 

The culture of work has existed for millennia. But, like the other aspects that govern 

human life, it modificates itself over time. With change, we need to be prepared to face the 

challenges and seize the opportunities that are present in the 21st century. Within this reality, 

of constant and hasty transformation, a fundamental and urgent question emerges: how to 

enable the income generation for the young? 

Motivated by this broad issue, this event will bring together representatives from the 

first, second and third sectors, young leaders, scholars and stakeholders, who will discuss the 

topics of entrepreneurship and income generation for youth. The goal is to provide a critical 

space for the dissemination of ideas and actions to stimulate dialogue around the need to 

support the new generation and ensure that it is truly prepared to integrate a labor market 

marked by increasing dynamism and complexity. Moving beyond the age issue, there are 

other factors that, along with this, represent challenges to the insertion of the young 

population in the labor market, such as their social, racial and gender conditions. 

In this way, in order to stimulate the debate around relevant issues to the young, such 

as employability, future of work, 4th industrial revolution, entrepreneurship as a tool for 

social transformation, female entrepreneurship, among others, this event will feature 

showcases of successfully implemented public policies in Brazil and around the world, 

presentations by representatives of multilateral youth organizations and the private sector. 

 

Mediators:  

●   Rodrigo Reis – Executive Director, Global Attitude Institute 

 

Panelists: 

●  Jayana Nicaretta da Silva - National National Secretary for the Youth, Ministry of Women, 

Family and Human Rights (confirmed); 

●  Max Trejo - Secretary General, Ibero-American Youth Organization (confirmed); 

●  Vinicius Pinheiro - Special Representative to the United Nations / Director of the ILO 

Office for the UN (confirmed); 

●  Roberto Diomedi - CEO of Bolton First Credit, London (confirmed); 

● Andrew Rabens - Special Advisor for Global Youth Issues at U.S. Department of State 

(confirmed); 

 



● Calisto Nascimento – President of the National Youth Council of São Tomé e Príncipe. 

 

Co-organizers:  

National Secretariat of Youth (SNJ) - The Secretariat was created in 2005 with the purpose of 

promoting research and diagnoses on Brazilian youth, as well as elaborating, consolidating 

and implementing National Youth Policies. 

 

Global Attitude Institute - Global Attitude Institute is a nonprofit organization, based in São 

Paulo-SP, which since 2011 has the mission of connecting people, organizations and 

governments, inspiring them to understand and transform the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


