
ASG Thiaw’s Remarks at the  

PBC-ECOSOC meeting on climate security 

 

Her Excellency Inga Rhonda King, President of the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 

His Excellency Ion Jinga, chair of the Peacebuilding Commission  

Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

  

I commend the ECOSOC and Peacebuilding Commission for focusing the attention of the 

meeting on the climate-security nexus in the Sahel.  

The Sahel is arguably one of the most vulnerable regions to climate change. With 10 countries 

totaling 300 million people, it is most likely the region with the largest number of people 

disproportionately affected by global warming. Initiatives community resilience  

For the last 50 years, the Sahel has been hit by severe episodes of droughts and desertification. 

Studies have clearly demonstrated a direct correlation between years of drought and years of 

economic downturn in the region.  

This is due to the fact that economies are largely dependent on rain-fed agriculture and extensive 

pastoralism.   

Climate change and environmental degradation is generating or accelerating large scale 

migration from rural areas to cities, from one country to neighboring countries.  

Sometimes, migrants take longer and perilous routes to far-away destinations.  

When young people have no more land to grow crops, no more pastoral land to feed their 

animals, no opportunities to get employment, what is left to them, if not to flee their homes in 

search of a better world.  

No risk on the road will be bigger or more humiliating than the loss of dignity at home.   

We see disproportional effects of climate change on socially vulnerable and marginalized 

groups. The struggle for livelihoods is also leading to population displacements as well as inter-

communal violence.  

The last two years have seen peaks of violence between cattle herders and crop farmers 

throughout the region. The scarcity of resources has fueled internal and international migration, 

sparked local conflicts that become national and regional, and led to the growth of terrorist 

groups.  

Environmental stress is indeed one of the root causes of growing conflicts between farmers and 

pastoralists. It is estimated that more lives have been claimed by the clashes between pastoralists 

and farmers than by the terrorist groups.  

With the dynamic demographics in one hand, and the shrinking of biological resources due to 

climate change on the other hand, it is estimated that more conflicts may emerge in the Sahel due 



to a growing competition over access to land and water. Given the weak institutional capacities 

to prevent or manage these conflicts, there are serious risks of escalation to ethnic or even 

religious conflicts.  

The Sahel is grappling with many of these challenges. I saw the situation on the ground in all its 

complexity and urgency. 

The shrinking of Lake Chad for example has led to environmental degradation, socio-economic 

marginalization and insecurity affecting 45 million people. Exacerbated competition over scant 

resources and the vicious cycle of risk and vulnerability have decreased the resilience of 

populations to cope with humanitarian crises. 

  

Declining economic activity and agricultural loss have led to a lack of employment opportunities 

across the region. The resulting socio-economic marginalization has exposed populations, in 

particular the youth, to the risk of violent extremism and provided breeding ground for 

recruitment by terrorist and extremist groups.  

  

Where resilience is eroded and there is no capacity to absorb shocks, communities lose their 

immunity; families are dislocated; social values and moral authority of adults over their children 

evaporate. As a consequence, young people become easy pray to terrorism. Much more often out 

of poverty, or out frustration, than for any religious conviction.  

 

Climate change must be seen as a threat multiplier, putting additional stress on prevailing 

political, social and economic pressure points.  

Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Make no mistake: the Sahel is full of potential. It remains a land of opportunities. There are 

solutions to these challenges. We must act together, with a joint vision and a commitment to 

multilateral cooperation to efficiently address this situation and turn each of these challenges into 

opportunities. 

 

In that spirit, the UN System has been fully mobilized to respond to climate-related security risks 

at all levels in the Sahel.  

Under the leadership of the DSG, the UN Integrated Strategy for the Sahel has been recalibrated. 

The UN Support Plan for the Sahel was published in June of this year, with the aim at fostering 

coordination, coherence in action and more efficiency on the ground.  

The UN Support Plan for the Sahel is a platform for UN Member States and other stakeholders 

to positively position a development-driven narrative and leverage the investments required to 

accelerate the progress of the 2030 and 2063 Agendas as well as the Paris Agreement on Climate 

Change in the Sahel region. 

To start rolling out the Support Plan, we chose to upscale two multi-sectoral, transformative 

initiatives, namely: «Climate resilient Agriculture » and «Renewable Energy for Development».  



Our ambition is to bring energy to the rural economy; reducing food loss; promoting processing 

and transformation of local products; creating value chains and jobs, thus reducing irregular 

migration and its negative corollaries.   

A renewable energy vision is deeply interrelated, and at the frontline of the global priority of 

addressing climate change. 

We have a vision for the Sahel. One in which everyone has access to clean energy by 2030, in 

their neighborhoods and cities, thriving businesses, enterprises, productive activities, house-hold 

energy easing the burdens especially on women, and empowering the local economies.  

This vision is achievable with our commitment and political will. It demands a much more rapid 

roll-out plan of energy investments, mostly from the private sector.   

No progress can be achieved in development without energy. It plays a critical role in poverty 

reduction. The lack of energy is a major impediment to economic growth.  

Excellencies, 

 

At the international level, the United Nations can help to connect efforts and ensure climate-

related frameworks are linked up and complement one another. We will support efforts to set the 

global resilience agenda to achieve sustainable development. 

   

We need to support programmes that place women and youth at the heart of our efforts. We 

know that the impact of climate change is felt disproportionately by women.  

Desertification and climate change means women must travel longer distances to fetch water, 

collect wood and find food, forcing them to miss out on education and economic opportunities in 

the long term.   

  

Thank you again for supporting the UN Support Plan for the Sahel, which we believe contribute 

greatly to advance the climate security nexus in the Sahel. We look forward to working together 

to build a peaceful and prosperous Sahel. 


