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“Bringing the UN into Classrooms” - Youth Education and Participation 
as Tools to Change the World 
 

Facts and figures:  

 

Organizers: UNA Germany 

Co-Sponsor: Permanent Mission of Germany to the United Nations  

Date: 8 April 6:30-8.30pm,  

Time: 120 minutes 

Venue: Permanent Mission of Germany to the United Nations 

Target audience: Youth, youth organization leaders, volunteers, education advocates and national policy 

makers 

 

Objectives 

Be part of our side event to: 
● learn how to set up a project to reach out to high school students and beyond  

● engage with other changemakers to develop ideas  

● receive materials for your own school project in your community 

● share your experience and ideas on how to make Goal 4 a reality 

 

Background 

 

Building on the side event in 2018 “Mainstreaming the SDGs in education policies” by our German Youth 

Delegates, we want to offer a space to share best practices on hands-on projects to bring the UN into the 

schools worldwide.    

 

“UN in the classroom” supports young people to become agents of change and promote the work of the United 

Nations. Young people as volunteers hold workshops and simulations in classrooms around Germany. The 

goal is to empower them and high school students to become active global citizens contributing to the 

promotion of the United Nations in their respective countries and helping to build a world of empowerment, 

inclusion and equality. 

 

Driven by Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 4 and its concept of inclusive and equitable quality education 

and promotion of lifelong learning opportunities for all, the project offers education on a different level. 

Therefore young trained volunteers get in touch with youth groups from different social backgrounds and share 

their knowledge about the United Nations by holding workshops and simulations of various UN committees in 

the style of Model UN. Volunteers function as young experts providing other young people with the chance to 

learn from their experience and knowledge as well as their competences on an equal footing while taking into 

account that the project would not be successful without the interest of the participants of the workshop. 

The aim of the project keeps the young experts expanding their knowledge and gives other young people the 

opportunity to learn from them while possibly finding new role models. The experience that is gained on both 

sides empowers them to be active and global citizens contributing to the promotion of the United Nations in 

their respective countries and helping to build a world of empowerment, inclusion and equality.  
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This is in line with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, in particular SDG 4 on “Quality Education.” 

Target 4.7 aims at ensuring and mainstreaming education on sustainable development and global citizenship 

for all learners. Thus, with “UN in the Classroom,” our volunteers are actively contributing to the achievement 

of Target 4.7 and subsequently become agents for change themselves. 

 

By bringing together young people from different countries and backgrounds and sharing best-practice 

experience, we aim at furthering and deepen the understanding and promotion of the UN and the SDGs. 

Thereby, UNA Germany and upon completion also the participants, will be able to set up their own school 

programs and share their knowledge. 

 

Draft Session Outline 

Time Content Speakers 

6.30 pm Welcome Note by the Permanent 
Mission of Germany 

Ambassador Christoph 
Heusgen, Permanent 
Representative of Germany to 
the United Nations (tbc) 

6.40 pm Introduction of UNK: Goals, Objectives 
of the Project, Feedback in schools 

 

6.50 pm Political Education: Peer-to-Peer 
Approach - Non-formal education - 
Concept of political education 

 

7.00 pm Marketplace / Q&A  

7.45 pm Reception  

 

Logistics / Catering 
● Beverages and snacks will be provided  

● Invitations will be sent to the Mission in New York, via flyerson UN grounds, on social media pages, via 

mailing lists and on what’s app groups 

 

Organizational Background - United Nations Association Germany 

The United Nations Association of Germany (UNA Germany, Deutsche Gesellschaft für die Vereinten Nationen 

– DGVN) founded in 1952 as a non-governmental organization. It became a full member of the World 

Federation of United Nations Associations (WFUNA) in 1966. UNA-Germany is a non-partisan and 

independent organization and does not represent the specific interests of any single group in society. 

 

UNA-Germany strives to inform the German public in an impartial and critical manner about the aims, 

institutions and activities of the United Nations. It intends to increase interest in and awareness of current 

events in foreign and development policy, cultural and world economic policy as well as international relations 

and developments in general. UNA-Germany wants to encourage debate on these topics while simultaneously 

engaging in critical discussion of German UN policy. 
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UNA Germany has a successful history of including young people and empowering them to make change a 

reality. Their civic education programs are part of their work since the founding in 1952. In the last two 

decades, UNA Germany increased the space for participation and empowerment of young people. In 

accordance with the call of UN resolutions, UNA Germany has amplified its ambitions to strengthen their work 

in regards to youth participation. 

 

Since 2005, Germany chooses two youth delegates to accompany the German delegation to the General 

Assembly and the United Nations Social Development Commission in New York. During their term, they inform 

and engage young people for the goals of the United Nations and include youth demands into the police-

making process at the General Assembly. 

 

In regards to high school students UNA Germany set up a project called “UN in the classroom”. Young 

volunteers hold workshops and simulations in classrooms around Germany. Further, the Youth Observers to 

the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) and to the Conference of the Parties (COP) add to youth 

participation in decision-making and is a valuable contribution to successful and sustainable political decisions. 

 
 


