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CONCEPT NOTE 

Side event to the ECOSOC YOUTH FORUM  
 

“Human Rights Education Youth-Lab – Students and the United Nations 
working together”, (NYC, 8 April 2019) 

 
 

1. Scope 

 

The side event is co-organized by the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Human Rights (OHCHR) and a team of students from Columbia University’s School 
of International and Public Affairs (Capstone Workshop Programme), in the context of 
the collaborative project: “Mapping Human Rights Education Initiatives for Youth”. The 
scope of the event is to present the findings of the study conducted by the team of 
students from Columbia University on existing and potential new actors, at the global 
and regional levels, in the area of human rights education for youth.   
 
2. Background 

 

The role played by the worldwide growing population of young people as agents of 
change and driving force in the promotion and protection of human rights has often 
been highlighted in UN fora, as well as the contribution of human rights education to 
empower and engage youth to perform this role. The UN Youth Strategy, launched in 
September 2018 by the Secretary-General, sets as one priority area for system-wide 
focus, “Youth and Human Rights - Protect and promote the rights of young people and 
supporting their civic and political engagement” through capacity building and human 
rights education.  
 
At the same time, in September 2018, the UN Human Rights Council (resolution 39/3) 
decided to make youth the focus of the forthcoming 4th phase (2020-2024) of the 
World Programme for Human Rights Education, a global UN initiative proclaimed by 
the General Assembly in 2004 and coordinated by the Office of the UN High 
Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR). In its resolution, the Council indicated, with 
regard to human rights education for youth, a special emphasis on education and 
training in equality, human rights and non-discrimination, inclusion and respect for 
diversity with the aim of building inclusive and peaceful societies. It also decided to 
align the fourth phase with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 
specifically with target 4.7 of the Sustainable Development Goals, taking into account 
the synergies between the different concepts and educational methods mentioned 
therein. Finally, it requested OHCHR to prepare a Plan of Action for the fourth phase in 
consultation with States, relevant intergovernmental organizations, in particular 
UNESCO, national human rights institutions and civil society, and to submit it to the 
Council for its consideration at its 42nd session (September 2019).  
 

https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/G18/293/75/PDF/G1829375.pdf?OpenElement


 
 

In October 2018, OHCHR entered into a partnership with the Columbia University 
School of International and Public Affairs (Capstone Workshop Programme). A 
students’ group was tasked to undertake a research project on existing and potential 
actors and initiatives, at the global and regional levels, in the area of human rights 
education for youth, to support future OHCHR’s work in this area in the context of the 
4th phase of the World Programme. In May 2019, the students will submit to OHCHR a 
final report including a comparative analysis of those programmes and stakeholders, 
identifying opportunities and challenges based on research findings.  

 
3. Objective 

 

The side event aims:  

• To introduce human rights education as an important empowering process for 
youth participation in society;  

• To discuss existing and potential new actors and initiatives, at the global and 
regional levels, in the area of human rights education for youth; and, 

• To underline the contribution of students/universities to United Nations 
processes.  
    

4. Speakers 

 

• Columbia University School of International and Public Affairs Capstone 
Students: 

o Raeisa Ali 
o Hailey Choi 
o Caitlyn Kowalczyk 

o Nicholas Perez 
o Stephen Piotrkowski 

• Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

• Representative of the UN Human Rights Council’s Governmental Platform on 
Human Rights Education and Training [TBC] 

 
5. Methodology 

 
The side event will include: 

• An introduction to human rights through a participatory human rights education 
activity 

• A brief illustration of human rights education initiatives for youth at the United 
Nations (e.g. SDG 4.7, UN Youth Strategy, World Programme for Human Rights 
Education) 

• Presentation of the findings of the project “Mapping Human Rights Education 
Initiatives for Youth”, a collaborative effort between Columbia University | SIPA 
and OHCHR 

• An overview of human rights education resources.  


