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Harnessing Demographic Dividend through 
Youth Empowerment in Egypt

8 April 2019

1:15 pm – 2:30 pm Room: CR-F

United Nations Population Fund



Present Egypt’s vision for young people which is promoted among the main pillars of the presidential 
agenda and vision 2030

Introduce World Youth Forum (WYF) Labs aimed to inspire and empower youth in the WYF network 
to create innovative solutions that would address/achieve the United Nations Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals through startups led by youth across the World.

Share information about African Presidential Programme and activities related to the “Aswan the 
Youth Capital of Africa” including the outcomes of the Arab and African Youth Platform

Demonstrate ongoing efforts to harness demographic dividend through investment in young people 
in Egypt.

Objectives

Background

With 62 per cent of its population below the age of 29, the country is reaching the peak of the 
“youth bulge”, the largest cohort of young people in its history. This can translate into serious 
challenges or opportunities, depending on the investments made in this group. Especially 
crucial is investing in young women who face inequalities that result in disparities in education, 
protection, employment and access to services. Investment in young Egyptians is essential to 
turn the “youth bulge” into a demographic dividend.

62%



In past few years Egypt has significantly increased its investments in youth aiming to  position Egyptian 
young people as a leading force in materializing the Sustainable Development Goals, Egypt’s Sustainable 
Development Strategy “Vision 2030” and National Population Strategy pillars; most notably adolescent 
and youth health and wellbeing; education and women and girls empowerment. 

The Arab and Africa Youth Platform that is established for youth in both regions to share and exchange 
experiences and foster the Arab and African cooperation.  The platform resulted with the commitment 
to improve young people’s access to knowledge, education and health. Topping the recommendations 
was opening up the Egyptian Knowledge Bank (EKB) to African and Arab researchers.

In partnership with the Ministry of Youth and Sports and Permanent Mission of Egypt to the UN, UNFPA 
Egypt Country Office is proposing to host a side event on the margins of the “8th Economic and Social 
Youth Forum - Youth: Empowered, Included and Equal” to be co-chaired with the Ministry of Youth and 
Sports of Egypt and Egypt’s Permanent mission to the UN to showcase Egypt’s unique experience in 
youth engagement, programming for young people and iniatives to place Egypt’s youth at the center of 
development and demographic 2030 plans.

The side event will bring about unique insights about youth people leading change on both the 
development and demographic fronts. It will shed the light on national efforts to harness 
demographic dividend by increased investment in youth, particularly health and education and 
foster opportunities for developing a skilled and healthy labor force.

Egypt’s President H.E. Abdel Fattah el-Sisi launched number of  initiatives to support to Egyptian youth to thrive for 
their fullest potential, such as dedicating the year 2016 as the “Year of Egyptian youth” as a start of an era where 
each young person voice is heard, educational and employment opportunities are maximized and youth are at the 
center of the development efforts in Egypt.  This is followed with two editions of the World Youth Forum (2017 and 
2018) and recent Arab and Africa Youth Platform hosted in Aswan, March 2019. 



Closing remarks

1:00 pm – 1:15pm

H.E Dr. Ashraf Sobhy, Minister of Youth 
and Sports of Egypt

Moderator:  Dr. Aleksandar Sasha Bodiroza, 
UNFPA Representative in Egypt

Ms. Basma Sameh AlSayed

Mr. Amir Hossam

Dr. Rascha Raghab, Executive Director 
of the National Training Academy

1:15pm – 1:20pm

1:20pm – 1:30pm

1:30pm – 1:40pm

1:40pm – 1:55pm

1:55pm – 2:25pm

2:25pm – 2:30pm

Registration

Welcome: Setting the stage

Egyptian Youth: Empowered, Included and 
Equal - World Youth Forum (WYF)

Empowering Youth in Egypt: National Training
Academy - catalyst of youth leadership

Youth at the Center of Egypt’s Vision 2030

Discussion

SpeakersTime Slot Topic

Ambassador Mohamed Fathi Ahmed 
Edrees, Permanent representative of Egypt 
in the UN


