
     
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
The “Connecting Tissue”: Young people’s meaningful participation in sustaining peace 

 
Tuesday April 9, 2019. 1:15p.m-2:30p.m., UN HQ, Conference Room 5 

#YOUTH4PEACE 
 
In the framework of the ECOSOC Youth Forum 2019, the Permanent Mission of the Dominican Republic 
to the United Nations, together with the Permanent Missions of France, Germany and Peru, the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the Department of Peacebuilding and Political Affairs (DPPA), 
the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), and the Office of the United Nations Secretary-General 
Envoy’s on Youth,  is organizing a high-level side event under the theme “The connecting tissue: Youth 
meaningful participation in sustaining peace”.  
 
This event is organized to convene a multi-stakeholder dialogue on the implementation of United Nations 
Security Council Resolutions (UNSCR) 2250 and 2419. Resolution 2250, shepherded by Jordan, was the 
first resolution fully dedicated to the vital and positive role young people play in international peace and 
security. Resolution 2419, initiated by the Governments of Peru and Sweden, calls for an increase in the 
role of young people in decision-making processes related to security, conflict and peace, including peace 
agreements. The event also builds up on “Youth 2030”, the first-ever United Nations Youth Strategy, with 
the aim of scaling up global, regional and national actions to meet young people’s needs, realize their 
rights and tap their possibilities as agents of change, with a key priority being the support to young people 
as catalysts for peace and security and humanitarian action. Furthermore, it presents an opportunity to 
maintain the momentum around the discussions from the First International Symposium on Youth 
Participation in Peace Processes that was just held in Helsinki, Finland from 5 to 6 March 2019 with the 
objective of deliberating on steps to foster young people's meaningful participation in peace processes 
and to make progress on the implementation of UNSCR 2419.   
 
Young people need to be valued, recognized and supported as positive agents of change and key 
stakeholders in sustaining peace. An integrated and inclusive approach that involves empowering the 
youth as decision makers, is crucial, for them to continue to participate actively and meaningfully in peace 
and security related processes. For the longest time, young people have been systematically excluded 
from political, and their participation in formal decision-making processes has been hampered. Youth 
meaningful participation and empowerment cannot be made possible without wide civic and political 
space at local, national, regional and global levels. Moreover, young people’s participation is especially 
crucial as they will disproportionately bear the impact of the existence or non-existence of peace 
agreements and can take ownership of the political decisions in the long term. The Progress Study on 
Youth, Peace and Security “The Missing Peace” eloquently illustrates the multiform contributions by 
young people in peace and security and provides useful examples of how they can be meaningfully 
included.  It calls upon “Governments and international actors (…) to undergo a seismic shift and recognize 
young people as the ‘missing peace’”.  The study challenges stereotypes and assumptions about young 
people, while providing a wide range of examples of young people’s contributions to peace and security, 



and the positive impact of their participation, validating the positive role that they play in contributing to 
sustainable peace.  
 
Objective 
 
The high-level side event will bring youth representatives together with Ministers, United Nations entities, 
civil society and representatives and other stakeholders in order to discuss ideas, challenges, promising 
practices and recommendations to enhance young people’s meaningful participation in sustaining peace.  
 
Agenda 
 
1:15-1:30 Spotlight on a young peacebuilder’s story – Mr. Achaleke Christian Leke – Cameroon Local 

Youth Corner  

1:30-1:45 Opening Remarks  

• H.E. Ms. Robiamny Balcacer, Minister of Youth of the Dominican Republic  

• H.E. Mr. Gabriel Attal, Minister of Youth of France  

• H.E. Mr. Gustavo Meza-Cuadra, Permanent Representative of Peru to the United Nations  

• H.E. Mr. Christoph Heusgen, Permanent Representative of Germany to the United Nations  

• Mrs. Jayathma Wickramanayake, United Nations Secretary General’s Envoy on Youth  
 
1:45-2:10 Panel Discussion: how to support young people’s meaningful inclusion and participation in 

decision-making to sustain peace? 

Moderated by Ms. Pia Risoer Bjerre, Youth delegate from Denmark  
 

• Mr. Abdoulaye Mar Dieye, Assistant Secretary-General and Director, United Nations Development 

Programme, Bureau for Policy and Programme Support (UNDP) 

• Ms. Tina Hočevar, Vice-President, European Youth Forum (EYF) 

• Mr. Henk-Jan Brinkman, Chief Strategy and Partnerships Branch, Peacebuilding Support Office 

(PBSO)  

• Mr. Darshatha Gamage, UNV Peacebuilding Fund Project Coordinator, Sri Lanka  

• Mr. Max Trejo, Secretary-General, Ibero-American Youth Organization (OIJ)  

2:10-2:30 Discussion and Q & A session 
 
2:30 Concluding Remarks 

• H.E. Ms. Robiamny Balcacer, Minister of Youth of the Dominican Republic  

 
 

The event will count with Spanish and English Interpretation 

 
 
 


