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Objectives  

 To empower young participants and ensure they are equipped with the 

knowledge and capacity necessary to claim their right to participate in public 

affairs and complementary rights, including in the context of the implementation 

of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.   

 To allow participants to become “participation multipliers”, who can take the 

acquired knowledge about the right to participate to their communities and act as 

participation champions. 

Speakers 

1.15 - 1.30 Opening remarks  

- Andrew Gilmour, Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights 

- Ambassador Marie Chatardová, Permanent Representative of the Czech 

Republic to the UN 

- Stephanie Beecroft, Policy and Advocacy Team Leader, European Youth Forum   

1.30 - 2.30 Rights Lab 

1. The environment needed to participate 

Ana Carolina Lourenço, Regional Advocacy Coordinador, Fundación Ciudadanía 

Inteligente  

 

2. Participation in decision-making: How to make it real? 

Anja Olin Pape, Chair of the Council of Europe Advisory Council on Youth 

 

3. Participation at the international level 

Karel Kovář, Youth Delegate, Czech Republic   

 

Moderator: Alice Lixi, Associate Human Rights Officer, OHCHR 

 

THE RIGHTS LAB:  

EMPOWERED TO PARTICIPATE 

9 April 1.15 – 2.30 pm - Conference Room 8 

ECOSCC YOUTH FORUM Side Event  
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 Format 

The Rights Lab will provide an interactive, open platform for participants to exchange 

ideas on participation. Key concepts relating to the right to participate in public affairs 

will be introduced through “Lightning Talks” each to be preceded and followed by 

interactive sessions of ideas exchange through Mentimeter.  

Context 

Young people across the world contribute to the resilience of their communities, proposing 

innovative solutions, driving social progress and inspiring political change. To ensure they 

are protected and enabled to do so, the United Nations (UN) has committed through the 

UN Youth Strategy to facilitate action to address the needs, build the agency and advance 

the rights of young people. The strategy has committed the UN to promote the 

engagement, participation and advocacy of youth to ensure their voice is amplified and 

ensure young people are empowered to claim their rights.  

A crosscutting objective of the UN Youth Strategy is to promote the engagement of youth 

and participation in the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) stress the need to ensure decision making 

is responsive, inclusive, participatory and representative (SDG 16.7).  

Against this backdrop, the UN Human Rights Office (OHCHR) is committed to promoting 

participation of youth in public affairs and ensuring young people are empowered to claim 

their rights through effective human rights education programmes. In their report to the 

Human Rights Council on the Forum on Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law 

held in 2016 on the role of youth in public decision making, the Co-Chairs of the Forum 

also stressed the importance of participation of youth in the implementation of the SDGs1.  

The Guidelines on the effective implementation of the right to participate in public affairs2 

provide concrete recommendations on the measures necessary to ensure a conducive 

environment to public participation and on how to make sure the public is involved at every 

stage of decision-making, at both the national and supranational level. The Guidelines also 

outline how the promotion and protection of the right to freedom of opinion and expression, 

including the right of access to information, the rights to freedom of peaceful assembly and 

of association and the right to access to justice are crucial to the full enjoyment of the right 

to participate in public affairs. The Guidelines thus constitute an important tool for young 

people to understand concretely what their right to participate in public affairs means in 

practice thus empowering youth to claim their rights and demand their voices be heard. 

                                                           
1 First session of the Forum on Human Rights, Democracy and the Rule of Law Report of the Co-Chairs, 
A/HRC/34/46 
2 Draft guidelines on the effective implementation of the right to participate in public affairs, Report of the 
High Commissioner for Human Rights, A/HRC/39/28. The guidelines were presented as a set of orientations for 
States and other relevant stakeholders by the Human Rights Council in resolution 39/11.  

https://www.mentimeter.com/
https://www.un.org/youthenvoy/youth-un/
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/39/28
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/34/46
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/39/28
http://ap.ohchr.org/documents/dpage_e.aspx?si=A/HRC/39/28

