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 Side Event at 2019 ECOSOC Youth Forum 

 

 

Title: #ForMigration:  

Youth at the centre of national and local migration policy 

Date/Time: Tuesday, 9 April 2019, 13:15 - 14:30 

Venue: UN HQ, Secretariat Building, S-1522FC (15th floor) 

Organizer(s): International Organization for Migration (IOM), United Nations Major 

Group for Children and Youth (UNMGCY) 

Sponsoring Countries:  

 

1. Background 

 

The Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Youth Forum is an annual initiative of the President of 

the Council. As the main platform for youth to share their ideas at the global level, the Forum allows 

representatives of youth-led and youth-focused organizations and networks, youth advocates and 

other youth stakeholders to dialogue with Member States, and to explore ways and means of 

promoting youth development and engagement. Participants take part in brainstorming sessions, 

interactive speaker panels and discussions with Member States on the annual ECOSOC/High-Level 

Political Forum themes. Other gatherings held in the framework of the Forum, including side events, 

encourage participants to further engage with one another on a wide range of topics. 

The 2019 ECOSOC Youth Forum will take place on 8-9 April. The Forum will address the theme, 

“Empowered, Included and Equal”, which is aligned with the theme of ECOSOC and the High-level 

Political Forum (HLPF) “Empowering people and ensuring inclusiveness and equality” in 2019. It will 

also review progress in the areas of quality education (SDG4), decent work and economic growth 

(SDG8), reduced inequalities (SDG10), climate action (SDG13), peace, justice and strong institutions 

(SDG16), and partnerships for the goals (SDG17). 

 

2. Issues and Significance 

 

Policy and programmes at the national and local level can play an important role in shaping the lives 

of migrants. As cities serve as the epicentres of human mobility, local authorities are well-positioned 

to take on integration challenges, such as widening access to education and employment. Similarly, 

national policy can assist local authorities working on the ground, such as by providing resources and 

by ensuring a favourable policy environment.  

 

Youth, and youth migrants in particular, are agents of social change and economic development 

around the world. However, much of this potential remains untapped. Integration challenges, 

including unemployment and lack of accessible and youth-specific social services, prevent youth 

migrants from fully contributing to their host societies. The development of rights-based labor 

mobility mechanisms that incorporate skill development, enacts cross-border or jurisdiction 

harmonisation and recognition of skills and qualifications, would be an action which both benefits 

the local societies, global development and migrants themselves.  

 

This is where national and local development policies can be a critical entry point. National and local 

governments can facilitate the meaningful engagement of youth to inform, design, and implement 

responsive policies. Youth have unique experiences and expertise to offer, in addition to innovative 

solutions and the critical knowledge of science and technology. Responsive and inclusive 

development policy at all levels, with youth at the centre, can help create inclusive, equitable, and 

sustainable communities around the world. 
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In recognition of this, key recommendations from the first session of the 2019 International Dialogue 

on Migration (IDM) on “Youth and migration: Engaging youth as key partners in migration 

governance” included the following: “[To] promote participation and empowerment of youth in the 

development of national migration policies and their role in the implementation process.” 

 

This event is an opportunity to engage UN member states and entities, civil society organizations, 

and youth on ‘next steps’ for meaningfully engaging and including youth in governmental 

policymaking processes directly or indirectly related to migration. While similar events have 

discussed youth engagement in intergovernmental processes (e.g. ‘Youth Leadership in 21st Century 

Migration Governance’ side-event at IDM 2019), this event specifically explores strategies for 

enlarging youth inclusion and participation in governmental policymaking and decision-making 

processes at the local and national level.  

 

3. Envisioned Program 

 

1. Opening remarks by (TBC) 

2. Keynote speech by (TBC) 

3. Panel, moderated by (TBC): 1 youth speaker from MGCY side, 2 member state 

speakers (e.g. youth delegates), 1 civil society speaker, 1 UN staff speaker 

4. Q&A from participating youth 

 

4. Guiding Questions 

 

1. Why is the meaningful inclusion and engagement of youth important in migration 

policy and decisionmaking? 

2. What are some steps that member states can take to enlarge institutional spaces at 

the national and local governmental level for youth inclusion?  

3. What kind of capacity-building would be useful for youth advocates, including young 

migrants, to effectively engage in these spaces?  

 


