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 Concept Note of Side Event 

 

Access of youth to social rights: the role of youth NGOs and international institutions 

 

 

Organizers National Youth Council of Russia 

Date and Time 9 April 2019 13.15-14.30  

Venue Conference Room 9 (tbc), UNHQ 

 Target audience Youth representatives, UN entities, member states, international 

institutes and structures involved in youth work, youth 

organizations and other civil society actors working with youth, 

Anyone interested in discussing this topic.  

 

 

 

BACKGROUND  

 

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which was adopted in 2015, is closely linked with 

human rights issues. It is guided by the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations 

and grounded in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and international human rights 

treaties. The 2030 Agenda emphasizes the responsibilities all States to respect, protect and promote 

human rights and fundamental freedoms for all and increase awareness-raising efforts in this 

regard.  

 

Access to quality education, secure employment, adequate standard of living, adequate transport, 

healthcare, technology and opportunities for social, cultural and economic participation are 

prerequisites for the inclusion and active engagement of all young people. 

 

Youth is a crucial resource of any state, but the growing number of young people face multiple 

serious challenges. All of them need some level of support to strengthen their autonomy and 

capacity for “life management”. Many young people now enjoy opportunities provided through, 

inter alia, information and communication technologies that expand   access to education and 

information as well as increase their mobility. However, they also face risks and uncertainty linked 

to devaluation of qualifications, unemployment, precarious working conditions, armed conflicts 

and wars, debt and poverty, social inequality and exclusion, and lack of adequate housing.  

 

Various programmes and initiatives aimed at youth empowerment make a valuable contribution 

to their efforts in overcoming these challenges as well as play a vital role in tackling contemporary 

social issues and in building a people-centered and just society. Youth organizations are often at 

the forefront of implementing projects aimed at ensuring young people’s access to social rights 

and social inclusion. 

 

OBJECTIVES: 

 

This event will provide a platform for exploring the role of youth non-governmental organizations 

in supporting young people’s access to social rights and an opportunity to exchange best practices 

in utilizing approaches and cooperation frameworks among youth workers, non-governmental 

organizations, national governments, local authorities and international institutions, in order to 

promote social inclusion of young people.  

 

Topics for discussion: 

 

• the importance of developing youth  policies, based on social rights ; 

• challenges and needs related to youth’s access to social rights; 
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• exchange of best practices  in the field of youth empowerment  and youth policies in the 

context of  access to social rights; 

• potential of youth NGOs in efforts to address social problems; 

• approaches and frameworks of cooperation between governmental and non-governmental 

bodies working with youth, in order to promote social inclusion of young people; 

• ways to strengthen open dialogue and cooperation between different stakeholders and 

partners. 

 

 Speakers 

• National Youth Council of Russia,  

• largest youth organizations of Russia,  

• Advisory Council on Youth of the Council of Europe (tbd),  

• Instituto Global Attitude (tbd),  

• European Youth Forum (tbd),  

• UN-Habitat Youth and Livelihood Unit and World Urban Youth Councils Network (tbd),  

• Pan African Youth Union (tdb), etc.  

 


