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Breakfast Meeting with Civil Society 

In preparation for the 2018 ECOSOC Special Meeting 

“Towards sustainable, resilient and inclusive societies through participation of all” 

8:30-9:45 AM, New York, 27 November 2017 
 

Highlights 
 

• Civil society organizations can play a critical role as amplifiers of the 2030 Agenda at all 
levels. Their participation in development processes represents a precondition for 
sustainable, resilient and inclusive societies. 

• Innovative technologies can open new pathways for stakeholder engagement. 
Participation of stakeholders in online fora should be complementary to offline forms of 
engagement. 

• At the global level, mechanisms for stakeholder engagement need to be strengthened 
and institutionalized. The involvement of civil society organizations in the Voluntary 
National Reviews (VNRs) in the High-level Political Forum should also be strengthened, 
both at national and global levels. 

• Financing remains a key challenge at all levels, as civil society stakeholders often lack the 
means to support the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.   

• Case studies of NGO engagement can highlight channels for civil society organizations to 
engage in policy making and Agenda implementation.  

 
Informal Summary 

Fostering participation to implement the 2030 Agenda  

Partnerships will make or break the 2030 Agenda. Mechanisms for stakeholder engagement need 
to be clearly defined and represent a policy priority for national governments. The 2030 Agenda 
is owned by countries and as indispensable actors of the development process, the private sector, 
civil society and other relevant stakeholders are key contributors to SDG achievement.  

The biggest challenge to achieving the 2030 Agenda is to maintain momentum for its 
implementation at all levels. This includes fostering urgency among civil society actors to 
embrace the goals and prioritize action on the SDGs in their work. Strengthening accountability 
among stakeholders, including of civil society, is key to the full implementation of the 2030 
Agenda. To play a vital role in the process, capacity needs to be built in civil society to allow for 
effective engagement. For instance, to play a constructive role in follow-up and review of the 
2030 Agenda, capacity needs to be built in CSOs for gathering of better and more reliable data to 
measure progress. Financing remains a crucial challenge in this regard, as civil society actors often 
lack the means to advance the implementation of the 2030 Agenda.  
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Building of trust amongst different stakeholders, including between civil society partners and 
governments, represents a precondition for constructive engagement of groups in development 
processes and Agenda implementation. The trust visible in many national processes needs to be 
replicated at regional and global levels, to ensure the substantive contribution of civil society at 
all levels. Innovative technologies, including through social media, can represent new pathways 
for participation and trust-building, but do not represent the primary channel for stakeholder 
engagement. Online engagement is most effective and impactful if complemented by offline 
engagement. 

The national level 

Civil society can play a vital role in supporting the implementation of the 2030 Agenda at the 
national level. NGOs are able to address development challenges on the ground, particularly in 
local contexts. Civil society organizations represent a broad range of views on development that 
are critical to the sustainability, resilience and inclusiveness of societies. 

Examples of stakeholder engagement in several countries can showcase efforts towards 
participation of all relevant groups in national actions to achieve the 2030 Agenda. Costa Rica 
established a national pact for the implementation of 2030 Agenda, in which NGOs play an active 
role in follow-up and review. In Slovenia, participation on matters relating to the 2030 Agenda 
was fostered through a grass-roots campaign that gathered voices to gauge key priorities among 
the population in the realm of sustainable development. In the United States, NGOs play a critical 
role in supporting the 2030 Agenda nationally, particularly at the state level. In Colombia, the 
SDGs have also contributed to the peace-setting agenda, with the engagement of stakeholders. 

In the Czech Republic, platforms for stakeholder engagement provide substantive inputs into 
public and societal debates, including on issues relating to governance and resilient public 
institutions. Some NGOs communicate directly with specific ministries relevant to their focus 
areas, contributing substantively to the government council for sustainable development, which 
represents a pillar of development planning. The case study of the Beauty of Help foundation, a 
Czech NGO focusing on population aging and intergenerational relationships, showcases how civil 
society actors can cooperate with government stakeholders, including in the Ministry of Health 
and the Ministry of Labor, to foster societal wellbeing.  

Innovative strategies have also been pioneered in several countries to create awareness and 
foster participation of stakeholders on the 2030 Agenda. The UN Live museum in Denmark is a 
new interactive platform to discuss UN related issues in an innovative setting. Belgium created a 
network called "the Shift" in 2016, which brings together NGOs and the private sector and honors 
the most engaged companies with a sustainable partnership award. 

Several countries have involved civil society organizations in preparing their Voluntary National 
Reviews.  In Portugal, workshops were held across the country, using online tools to create a 
participatory and inclusive process, which included an inter-ministerial committee and civil 
society platform to foster broad participation. In Latvia, NGOs were involved in the planning 
stage, which covered a mapping exercise of the SDGs to identify priority areas for public policy in 
dialogue with NGO partners and academia. Morocco included civil society in consultations ahead 
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of its VNR presentation. Denmark engaged NGOs in a participatory process that yielded fruitful 
and critical inputs to policy discussions at the national level. 

The global level 

Enabling environments for civil society engagement are critical to ensure that the voices of all 
relevant stakeholders are heard in global processes. To achieve this, mechanisms for engagement 
need to be clearly defined. New models of engagement should be introduced to strengthen 
participation of civil society at the UN. The ECOSOC committee on NGOs could work towards 
more openness and inclusiveness. 

The 2030 Agenda makes provision for major groups and other relevant stakeholders to support 
the HLPF in follow-up and review processes, with Resolution 67/290 calling on these actors to 
report on their contribution to the implementation of the Agenda.  To strengthen participation 
of civil society in the HLPF, the forum should represent a platform to showcase the work of civil 
society in advancing the 2030 Agenda.  NGO participation in the HLPF should be institutionalized, 
including by establishing entry points for civil society contributions to be reflected in the 
ministerial declaration adopted by the HLPF and the ECOSOC High-level Segment. The allocation 
of sufficient time to civil society representatives within the VNRs remains a key challenge in this 
regard.  


