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  MAB YOUTH - Committed to Sustainable Development 
 
When:   31 January 2018, 1:15-2:45pm 
Where:  Conference Room 8, UNHQ, 2018 ECOSOC Youth Forum 
 
Convener:   UNESCO 
Moderator:  P. Pypaert  - UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe 
 
Interventions by: E. Griffin -  Champlain-Adirondak Biosphere Reserve (USA) 
   C. Marchina – Po Delta Biosphere Reserve (Italy) 
   D. Aguirre Gonzalez - Bosque Seco Biosphere Reserve (Ecuador) 
   S. Veberič – Mura-Drava-Danube Biosphere Reserve (Slovenia) 
 

UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme & its 
World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) include both a 
comprehensive vision for sustainable development and a powerful implementation tool endorsed and 
adhered to by Member States. Anchored in the reality on the ground, the World Network of Biosphere 
Reserves is a major strategic tool for UNESCO to assist Member States, not only in achieving sustainable use 
and management of biodiversity but also in implementing the SDG’s in a holistic and integrated manner. 
Biosphere Reserves are in fact learning sites for sustainable development, where interdisciplinary approaches 
are tested to understand and manage interactions between social and ecological systems, and solutions are 
promoted to reconcile the conservation of biodiversity with its sustainable use. Having evolved from 
traditional protected area approaches, the biosphere reserve concept and the World Network of Biosphere 
Reserves have usually been associated with more pristine, scarcely populated environments than what urban 
areas and their hinterlands offer. However, the biosphere reserve concept is an evolving one and more 
emphasis is now put on sustainable development objectives and on more large-scale, regional, conservation 
and development concerns. With its MAB Strategy 2015-2025 and its implementation framework, the Lima 
Action Plan (2016-2025) has set out clear objectives, action areas and 62 performance indicators, which will 
inform the contribution of Biosphere Reserves to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
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Engaging with YOUTH. With almost 300 youth delegates coming from 85 different 
countries at its first MAB Youth Forum which took place in September 2017, in Italy’s Po Delta Biosphere 
Reserve, UNESCO’s MAB Programme is more then ever willing to involve youth in the programme’s actions, 
and engage youth in the governance of its biosphere reserves. All youth delegates that attended the Forum 
either live or work in a biosphere reserve. The forum was fully aligned with the UNESCO's Operational 
Strategy on Youth, which aims “to ensure that young women and men are engaged in policies and 
programmes affecting them, and lead action to promote peace and sustainable development in their 
countries and communities” and used a bottom-up approach in listening to the participants, letting them 
express their needs and requests and collecting their proposals. 
 
This resulted in the MAB Youth Forum Declaration, which calls on the World Network of Biosphere Reserves 
to share scientific and indigenous knowledge widely and to support knowledge transmission to future 
generation. The MAB Youth Forum delegates were particularly concerned with fostering attractive and long-
term employment opportunities linked to the intrinsic values of biosphere reserves, such as the conservation 
of biodiversity and habitat restoration.  Biosphere reserve managers are encouraged to work with schools to 
develop specific programmes and to strengthen ties between research institutions and local stakeholders. 
The young participants made a commitment to organize events with the local communities on diverse 
cultural, environmental and economic issues, and to train and encourage young people to be more active in 
their biosphere reserves. They will also act as ambassadors of their biosphere reserves and develop tools to 
promote values and good practices broadly. 
 

On the occasion of the proposed EVENT on the occasion of the 2018 
ECOSOC Youth Forim, participants will be given an opportunity to discover more on 
UNESCO’s engagement with MAB Youth across the globe, and learn from MAB Youth 
representatives themselves about how people and nature work together to build resilient 
communities and implement the 2030 Agenda at their place.  
Come to share and learn about their achievements, their challenges and commitment to a 
sustainable planet! 
    

 
For more information: p.pypaert@unesco.org ;: a.persic@unesco.org 

 


