
 

 

 
 
 

 

Economic and Social Council supports Year 1 of the 2030 Agenda  

10 October 2016 (OESC/DESA) - The President of the 2016 session of the United Nations 

Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) today presented to the General Assembly the 

report of the Economic and Social Council on its 2016 session, reaffirming the Council’s full 

commitment to achieving the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  The former 

President Oh Joon (Republic of Korea) highlighted the Council’s work during the Agenda's 

inaugural year and called for continuing the momentum generated by the adoption of the 2030 

Agenda and other milestone multilateral agreements in 2015.  

“It is our responsibility to ensure a seamless and integrated approach in our work, across 

different structures and frameworks,” 

Ambassador Oh Joon underscored in his 

presentation.  

One of the highlights of 2016 has been the 

Council’s first follow-up and review of 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda at the 

High-level Political Forum under the 

auspices of ECOSOC. A large number of 

countries presented their voluntary national 

reviews sharing their experiences on the 

steps they were taking towards implementing 

the 2030 Agenda, including the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs). 

Ambassador Oh Joon also noted the work of 

ECOSOC in advancing financing for 

development and policy integration. He said 

that the outcome of the Forum on Financing 

for Development follow-up recognizes the 

close link between the Addis Agenda and 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 

Development. “The Forum achieved its 

main purpose to provide a solid, dedicated and inclusive platform for substantive deliberations 

on the theme of financing for sustainable development and on follow-up to the Addis Ababa 

Action Agenda,” said Mr. Oh. 

 

Oh Joon , Permanent Representative of the Republic 

of Korea to the UN and former ECOSOC President, 

presents the 2016 ECOSOC report at the General 

Assembly.  

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/president/2016/statement-former-ecosoc-president-10-october-2016.pdf


 

 

 

 

In addition, the Development Cooperation Forum contributed to advancing the 2030 Agenda 

through its review of trends and progress in international development cooperation.  

“It explored ways to improve the 

alignment of the UN development 

system with the demands of the 

new Agenda,” emphasized 

Ambassador Oh Joon. 

He further said that the ECOSOC 

Dialogue on the Longer-term 

Positioning of the UN 

Development System has brought 

together Member States to help the 

UN system better support the new 

Agenda. 

Ambassador Oh Joon also called 

attention to other activities 

undertaken by ECOSOC, such as 

raising awareness on emerging 

humanitarian issues, strengthening 

multi-stakeholder partnerships and engaging youth in implementing the 2030 Agenda. The 

former President of ECOSOC acknowledged the successful engagement of the private sector, 

civil society and other non-governmental partners in ECOSOC’s work.  

He also recognized the work of the functional commissions and other bodies of ECOSOC, and 

the importance of their agenda and work programme in supporting the realization of the 2030 

Agenda. 

 

The former President called on Member States to continue their engagement with ECOSOC in 

its current session to help set the stage for a truly “universal push to transform our world”.  

 

 

 

 

 

Oh Joon (left), Permanent Representative of the Republic of Korea 

to the UN and former ECOSOC President, with Frederick Musiiwa 

Makamure Shava, Permanent Representative of the Republic of 

Zimbabwe and current President of ECOSOC 

 


