
                                                                           

  

                                                           
 

     

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The principles of aid and development effectiveness have been constantly re-emphasized and refined 
since they were articulated in the Monterrey Consensus (2002).  The Global Partnership for Effective 
Development Cooperation (GPEDC), which was established as a result of the Busan Partnership 
Agreement (2011), further set out and shifted the agenda from aid to development effectiveness, 
with increasing focus on support for country-level implementation and follow-up. Much has changed 
since then in the landscape of international development cooperation as well as the global economy, 
as reflected in the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. 
 
Monitoring and oversight of development cooperation is an integral part of the 2030 Agenda, which 
necessitates engaging all stakeholders. The Addis Ababa Action Agenda (AAAA) on financing 
sustainable development further acknowledges that increased transparency and mutual 
accountability among development actors is crucial for enhancing the effectiveness of development 
cooperation. The recently concluded High-level Meeting of the Development Cooperation Forum 
(New York, 21-22 July 2016) highlighted the need to strengthen the qualitative dimension of multi-
layered monitoring and accountability systems for development cooperation. It also called for 
mainstreaming inclusive multi-stakeholder partnership and bottom-up approaches in all forms of 
development cooperation, with increased focus on sustainable development results. 
 
The 2015/2016 Development Co-operation Forum (DCF) Survey -- whose sample represents the 

views of various development stakeholders1—showed evidence of the state of play of development 
cooperation on the ground. Findings reflect the moderate progress made in strengthening mutual 
accountability in the past two years and suggest that sustained monitoring and review of established 
targets can incentivize actors to better respond to context-specific priorities at country and local 
levels and achieve better results.  
 

                                                        
1 The survey engages all domestic actors and intended beneficiaries (e.g. national and local governments, national development 

banks, parliamentarians, CSOs, trade unions, private sector, philanthropic organizations, think tanks, women’s groups, community 
leaders, general public, etc.) as well as external partners in development cooperation (e.g. bi- and multi-lateral development 
cooperation agencies, international non-governmental organizations (INGOs), transnational corporations, international 
philanthropic organizations, etc.). 
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As acknowledged in the 2030 Agenda and the AAAA, Members of Parliament (MPs) have an essential 
role in enhancing inclusive and accountable governance mechanisms. Parliaments are mandated to 
perform a critical oversight role over the executive branch, but also act as an important link between 
general public and their governments. The key role of parliaments in development cooperation has 
featured prominently in the DCF and its preparatory events, particularly with regard to areas such as: 
 

 making national development cooperation forums and related processes more inclusive of 
MPs; 

 scrutinizing data on development cooperation and making it more publicly accessible; 

 promoting policy coherence through legislative, oversight and budgetary processes ;  

 ensuring that women benefit equally from development cooperation by advancing gender 
equality legislation in accordance with international commitments and by ensuring a gender-
responsive national budget; 

 institutionalizing inclusive, coherent and transparent accountability mechanisms at national 
and local levels; and 

 promoting partnership between MPs from developed and developing countries to review 
their respective national development cooperation policies (NDCPs) in the light of global 
development effectiveness principles.  

 
In a similar vein, DCF has promoted the role of citizen-based monitoring and the need to enhance the 
capacity of the public as well as CSOs to engage in monitoring and review of development 
cooperation. General public, the ultimate beneficiaries of development cooperation efforts, are well 
placed to provide feedback on service delivery and development cooperation initiatives based on 
their first-hand experience. Through their actions, they can hold governments, MPs, implementing 
agencies and other development partners accountable. 
 
Yet, despite formal recognition at the global level, the DCF survey results revealed that parliaments’ 
role in mutual accountability remains limited: among the respondents to the 2015/2016 Survey, only 
19 national parliaments (out of 42 countries responding) reviewed the NDCP prior to its 
implementationon, and only 23 countries were required to report progress on NDCP implementation 
to their parliaments. In addition, few surveyed countries saw public as a source of information for 
monitoring development cooperation or seemed to encourage public to access development 
cooperation information.  
 
The latest DCF Survey suggests that the slow progress in engaging parliamentarians and public in 
accountability processes is likely due to their weak capacities and the lack of information-sharing 
resulting in insufficient participation, though the root causes might vary depending on various 
country and local contexts. The possible reasons for limited engagement of parliamentarians and 
public may be political (e.g. conflict or post-conflict situations, characteristics of regime and political 
will, extreme political competition, etc.), structural (e.g. ongoing reforms, absence of necessary 
legislations, lack of institutional, technical and human resources capacities, etc.), societal or 
attitudinal (e.g. informality in decision-making process, absence of trust or political apathy, etc.).  
 
This side event will invite CSOs and parliamentarians from different country contexts to share their 
experiences and innovative ideas on ways to strengthen their legislative and oversight role as well as 
their participation, together with the general public, in development cooperation efforts. Organized 



by the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA), in close collaboration 
with the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) and the Association of European Parliamentarians with 
Africa (AWEPA), the event will build on the findings of the 2015/2016 DCF Survey as well as the 
Parliamentary Forum jointly organized by IPU, the Parliament of Kenya and AWEPA in Nairobi on 29 
November on the eve of the Second High-level Meeting of the GPEDC. 
 

 

Format 
 

The side event will take the form of an interactive panel discussion. The panel will be composed of 2-
3 parliamentarians representing developing and developed countries and 1 representative of an 
Africa-based civil society organization. Each panelist will give his/her perspective on the focus 
questions (4 minutes per panelist), followed by an interactive discussion with participants.  
 
Panel  
 

 H.E. Mr. Mwalimu Simfukwe, Member of Parliament, Zambia  
 

 H.E. Ms. Maureen O'Sullivan TD, Member of Parliament, Ireland  
 

 Mr. Juan Camilo Molina, The CSO Observatory of Development Cooperation 
 

Background documents 
 

 Report of the Secretary-General on trends and progress in international development 
cooperation, E/2016/65 (all language versions) 

 

 For further reference, the 2016 DCF Policy Briefs (all language versions): 
o No. 1: What is development cooperation? 
o No. 3: Addressing changes and challenges in monitoring and review of development cooperation at the national 

level 
o No. 9: Citizen-based monitoring of development cooperation to support implementation of the 2030 Agenda  
o No.10: Monitoring and review of development cooperation at the local level 
o No.11: Country results frameworks for effective monitoring and review  

 
Contacts 
 

Sumi Han, UNDESA: han4@un.org 
Alessandro Motter, IPU: am@ipu.org 
Ingrid Maria Johansen, AWEPA: i.johansen@awepa.org  
 

Focus Questions:  
 

 
1. How could the participation of parliamentarians and public be enhanced in development 
cooperation processes (e.g. in designing of national development cooperation policies or 
monitoring of development cooperation results)? 
 
2.  How can we strengthen the dialogue between parliamentarians from developing and developed 
countries to contribute to DC processes? 

 
 

 

 

http://www.awepa.org/
http://www.awepa.org/
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=E/2016/65
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/dcf/policy-brief-dcf-2016.pdf
mailto:i.johansen@awepa.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The 2016 High-level Meeting of the Development Cooperation Forum (DCF) focused on 

the importance and tremendous potential of development cooperation as a lever for 

effective implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. The Forum 

provided policy makers and practitioners at all levels concrete guidance on development 

cooperation in the SDG era and contributed to the review of progress on the 2030 

Agenda, in particular on financing and other means of implementation.  

The DCF reviews the latest trends and progress in international development cooperation 

and encourages coordination across diverse actors and activities. The DCF brings 

together ministers and senior experts from developing and developed countries, 

parliamentarians, civil society organizations, international organizations and 

development banks, local governments, philanthropic foundations and private sector. 

 

 

Interested in the DCF? 
DCF Website 

Subscribe to the DCF Newsletter 

Access the latest DCF analytical work 

 
Contact: dcf@un.org 

DCF Secretariat 
Development Cooperation Policy Branch 

Office for ECOSOC Support & Coordination, UNDESA 
UN Secretariat Building, 25th floor, New York, NY 

10017 

 

https://www.un.org/ecosoc/en/development-cooperation-forum
http://www.us9.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=283392d8ef6fd0193810ad42d&id=7b85520c62
https://www.un.org/ecosoc/sites/www.un.org.ecosoc/files/files/en/dcf/policy-brief-dcf-2016.pdf
mailto:dcf@un.org

