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INTRODUCTION
The past two decades have seen a rapid increase in the share of developing countries in global
output, trade and investment. The absolute and relative share of non-DAC contributors in
financial, in-kind and technical cooperation has been rising, especially from middle-income
countries such as China, India and some of the Gulf States. Moreover, the countries of the South are
moving towards more formalized and institutionalized forms of South-South development
cooperation – the New Development Bank and the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank being
two notable efforts in this regard.
South-South development cooperation has undeniably become a major factor in international
relations, underpinning growth in trade and foreign direct investment (FDI), redirecting flows of
development finance, and shifting longstanding power relations between countries. In this context
civil society needs to direct more effort in making sure that SSDC’s enormous potential is truly
directed towards sustainable development and the realization of people’s rights especially in
underdeveloped countries of the South.
Governments and other development actors engaged in SSDC need to demonstrate greater
commitment to social justice, gender equality, environmental sustainability, and people’s rights.
Applying a Human Rights-Based Approach (HRBA) to SSDC would help to shift the framework of
development away from a narrow focus on economic growth towards a more holistic appreciation
of the multiple (political, social, cultural, etc.) and interrelated dimensions of human development
– where development is understood as the process whereby people are able to fulfill their full
potential through realizing their human rights.
The HRBA helps clarify the roles and responsibilities of individuals and groups as rights holders
on the one hand, and governments and other relevant development actors as duty bearers on the
other. The human rights-based approach to development requires participation from rightsholders in the decision-making processes of the duty-bearer. Conversely, duty-bearers are
accountable to rights-holders for human rights obligations under international law and codified in
national legislation. This affirms the agency of the poor and marginalized people to chart their
own destiny by empowering all people to claim their rights rather than treat them as passive
recipients of aid and charity.

The activity will bring together representatives from different stakeholder groups to discuss and
share experiences and challenges in advancing human rights-based approach in South-South
development cooperation, towards strengthened partnerships in its active promotion.
OBJECTIVES
• Bring together representatives from different stakeholder groups towards reaching clear
understanding of human rights based approach (and its elements) in South-South
development cooperation
• Examine current policies and practices with regard to adoption and implementation of
HRBA approaches
• Discuss the necessities of using a human rights-based approach as a framework to monitor
the development contributions of South-South Cooperation
EXPECTED OUTCOMES
• A clear appreciation on the part of different stakeholder groups of human rights-based
approach in South-South development cooperation
• Strengthened multi-stakeholder partnerships towards an active promotion of HRBA in
SSDC
PROGRAM AGENDA
Schedule

Agenda

Facilitator: Luca De Fraia, ActionAid
1.15-1.20pm
Introduction & Opening
Panel Discussion
*8-10 minutes each
Framework setting: Human rights
based approach in South-South
development cooperation
1.20-2.00pm
Human rights-based approaches in
BRICS-led development cooperation

2.00-2.20pm
2.20-2.25pm
2.25-2.30pm

Facilitator/Resource
Person

Amerina Padilla, IBON
International
Paulo Esteves, BRICS
Policy Center
Erin Palomares, Reality
of Aid
Shahid Husain, UN Office
on South-South
Cooperation

Role of multilateral institutions in
advancing human rights-based
approaches in SSDC
Open Discussion
*including panelists’ responses
Synthesis & Closing
Launch of RoA/CPDE Book on
Erin Palomares, Reality
Operationalizing People-Oriented SSDC of Aid

