
1999/29. Action Plan for the Implementation of the 
Declaration on the Guiding Principles of Drug 
Demand Reduction 

The Economic and Social Council 

Recommends to the General Assembly the adoption of the 
following draft resolution: 

"The General Assembly, 

"Adopts the Action Plan for the Implementation of 
the Declaration on the Guiding Principles of Drug 
Demand Reduction annexed to the present resolution. 

"ANNEX 

"Action Plan for the Implementation of the Declaration 
on the Guiding Principles of Drug Demand Reduction 

"PREAMBLE 

"I. In the Political Declaration adogted by the General
Assembly at its twentieth special session, Member States: 

"(a) Recognized that demand reduction was an 
indispensable pillar in the global approach to countering 
the world drug problem and committed themselves: 

"(i) To introducing into their national programmes 
and strategies the provisions set out in the 
Declaration on the Guiding Principles of Drug 
Demand Reduction;88 

"(ii) To working closely with the United Nations 
International Drug Control Programme to 
develop action-oriented strategies to assist in 
the implementation of the Declaration; 

"(iii) To establishing 2003 as a target date for new 
or enhanced drug demand reduction strategies 
and programmes set up in close collaboration 
with public health, social welfare and law 
enforcement authorities; 

"(iv) To achieving significant and measurable 
results in the field of demand reduction by 
2008; 

"(b) Called upon all States to report biennially to 
the Commission on Narcotic Drugs on their efforts to 
meet the above-mentioned goals and targets for 2003 and 
2008. 

"2. The present Action Plan for the Implementation of 
the Declaration on the Guiding Principles of Drug 
Demand Reduction is offered as guidance to Member 
States in implementing the above-mentioned 
commitments. Organizations of the United Nations 
system, 89 other international organizations, regional 
organizations and non-governmental organizations are 
invited to provide support to Member States in 
implementing the Action Plan, according to their 
available resources, specific mandates and the different 
roles that they are to play in achieving the goals set out 
in the Declaration. 

"3. The Action Plan reflects the emphasis in the 
Declaration on the need for a comprehensive and 
balanced approach involving demand reduction and 

87 General Assembly resolution S-20/2, annex.
88 General Assembly resolution S-20/3, annex.
89 This may include, but is not restricted to, the United Nations 
International Drug Control Programme, the United Nations 
Development Programme, the Joint United Nations Programme on 
Human Immunodeficiency Virus/Acquired Immunodeficiency 
Syndrome, the International Labour Organization, the Food and 
Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization and the World 
Health Organization, as well as international financial institutions 
such as the World Bank. 











That would entail the following: 

"(a) Impact. Demand reduction programmes that 
are based soundly on validated experience and 
evidence; 

"(b) Outputs. They would include: (i) domestic 
evaluation results of strategies and activities and 
mechanisms for cooperation and data-sharing; and 
(ii) mechanisms for facilitating the exchange of
evaluation results and other data assessing the
effectiveness of strategies and activities at the domestic,
regional and interregional levels;

"(c) National action. This would include: 
(i) monitoring and evaluating demand reduction
strategies and activities and utilizing the results to
inform and improve national plans; and (ii)
participating in coordinating mechanisms for
intercountry, regional and international exchange of
information;

"(d) International and regional action. The 
United Nations International Drug Control Programme 
and other relevant international and regional 
organizations to facilitate the exchange of information 
by establishing coordination mechanisms. 

"22. Objective 16. To create an international system of 
information on illicit drug demand reduction by linking 
existing databases managed by international, regional 
and national organizations in order to provide a network 
of information on knowledge and experiences that, to 
the extent possible, would use the above-mentioned 
core set of regionally and internationally recognized 
indicators and to enable comparisons of national 
experiences to be made. That would entail the 
following: 

"(a) Impact. Improved access to information, 
experiences and practices to facilitate the better design 
of programmes and policies; 

"( b) Outputs. National, regional and international 
mechanisms allowing easy access to databases and 
networks for the exchange of knowledge and 
experience of demand reduction; 

"(c) National action. Establishing and 
maintaining databases and facilitating linkages for 
international networking; 

"(d) International and regional action. The 
United Nations International Drug Control Programme 
and other relevant international and regional 
organizations to participate in the creation of an 
international mechanism by facilitating networking and 
linkages between databases." 
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