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1000 EBOLA SURVIVORS IN THE DRC
Goma, 24 September 2019. One thousand people have survived Ebola and returned to their communities,
United Nations and partners working on the Ebola Response in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC)
announced today.
“I never thought I would make it at first but now that I am cured, I want to go back to my community and tell
them to seek treatment early if they are affected because you can actually survive,” Kavira said.
The outbreak, declared on 1 August, 2018, started in North Kivu and has since spread to parts of Ituri with
three cases in South Kivu province. The epidemic is evolving in an extremely complex environment, marked
by poor health infrastructure, political instability, insecurity, community mistrust and resistance, and
ongoing conflict involving scores of armed groups.
Through an integrated UN system-wide approach, the United Nations scaled-up its efforts in May in support
of the DRC government-led response in the areas of public health, assistance to Ebola-affected communities,
political engagement, security and strengthened financial management.
“Every survivor gives us reason and motivation to continue to enhance our fight against Ebola, but every
survivor is also a reminder that there are lives we were not able to save”, David Gressly, Emergency Ebola
Response Coordinator, said. “We have to continue gaining access through improved security for health
workers and populations alike, along with continuous efforts to engage communities to be empowered with
the response. We cannot win the battle against this outbreak without the full support of the Congolese
people. We have seen how the acceptance of the people of towns like Rwangoma or Mabolio have led to a
rapid reduction of Ebola cases there,” he added.
Led by UNICEF with the support of international partners, thousands of Congolese responders and
associations from the affected communities are engaging with community and religious leaders, mass
media, and Ebola survivors to bring crucial knowledge of symptoms, prevention and treatment to the
households and communities most at risk. Children are among the most vulnerable in the communities, as
they are not only at risk of contracting the virus but are also affected if they lose their parents or schools are
closed. Save the Children and other organizations are reaching out to children on how to prevent contracting
Ebola, through child-friendly awareness campaigns in schools and youth groups.
An important part of this work is listening and responding to their pressing concerns, particularly in the areas
where Ebola is often not perceived as a priority.
“When survivors tell communities the reason they are alive is because they sought treatment early, people
believe them and are getting the help they need sooner. Survivors have become a crucial element in gaining
the community trust and acceptance required to defeat this epidemic”, Edouard Beigbeder, UNICEF
representative in the DRC, said. “At the same time, having experienced the disease, they are able to offer a
level of support and compassion to patients and their family members that is especially meaningful.”
Although this is the largest and longest running Ebola outbreak the DRC has experienced, new tools are now
available to help stop the virus and save lives. A highly effective vaccine (shown to have 97.5% efficacy) has
protected over 220,000 people. New treatments, that recent study results show can save over 90 percent of
people who come early during their illness, improve survival rates of people infected with Ebola.

“We have the tools, vaccines and treatments, but we still need to find and support every person who has
been in contact with someone infected with Ebola,” Dr Ibrahima Socé Fall, World Health Organization
Assistant Director-General for Emergencies Response, said. “Surviving this disease is all about trusting the
responders – contact tracers, decontamination teams, burial teams, vaccinators, Ebola Treatment Centre
staff – who are working tirelessly to protect people from this virus”.
Seven Ebola treatment centres, and numbers of transit centres have provided care for people in the many
areas affected by Ebola, making it possible for those who seek treatment to survive. During this outbreak the
type and level of care has been revolutionized by innovative approaches such as ALIMA’s ‘Ebola cube’, and
inclusion of survivors as ‘garde-malades’ caring for others sick with Ebola. The partners managing Ebola
Treatment and Transit Centres include: ALIMA, International Medical Corps, Medair, and until recently
Samaritan’s Purse among others.
As part of the emergency response, the World Food Programme is providing food to Ebola survivors and
people potentially carrying the virus, so they won’t have to leave their homes to buy food and can therefore
easily be monitored in case they develop symptoms. WFP also provides critical logistical services and
operational support to partners of the medical response teams, enabling responders to reach new or remote
outbreak areas quickly.
“It is surely a celebration when cured patients go home after surviving Ebola; they feel reborn. I can’t begin
to explain how grateful they are for the support, even more so when they learn that food assistance will
accompany them for a year to get back on their feet,” Susana Rico, WFP Emergency coordinator in Goma,
said. “This celebration must also serve as our motivation to continue the fight against Ebola and save many
more by encouraging communities to alert about potential cases, so that they can seek treatment in time to
be saved. Those are our priorities.”
—ENDS —
For interviews and further information please contact:
Gaëlle Sundelin / Vincenzo Pugliese, EERC Public Information Officers
gaelle.sundelin@un.org /pugliesev@un.org
+243 997 068 658 / +243 997 068 784
Margaret Harris, WHO Communications Officer
harrism@who.imt
+ 243 846 902 970
+ 41 79 290 66 88
Helen Vesperini, WFP/Kinshasa
helen.vesperini@wfp.org
+243 821 223 325
Gerald Bourke, WFP/Johannesburg
Gerald.bourke@wfp.org
+27 82 908 1417
Brittany Heyer, Save the Children Information & Communications Coordinator
Brittany.heyer@savethechildren.org
+243 082 830 0612

Link to photos (please credit: UNEERO/Martine Perret):
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5libr2o6hln5xmk/AAB16OTX34JY4y5wsFR4FJ3ca?dl=0
Link to WFP videos: https://spaces.hightail.com/receive/BG5OaeyOTS

