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Annex II 

  Caribbean regional seminar on the implementation of the 
Third International Decade for the Eradication of 
Colonialism: goals and expected accomplishments, held in 
Kingstown from 31 May to 2 June 2011 

 I. Introduction 

1. In its resolution 65/119, the General Assembly declared the period 2011-2020 

the Third International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism, and called upon 

Member States to intensify their efforts to continue to implement the plan of action 

for the Second International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialisma and to 

cooperate with the Special Committee on the Situation with regard to the 

Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples in updating it as necessary, with a view to using it as the 

basis for a plan of action for the Third International Decade. 

2. In its resolution 65/117, the General Assembly approved the programme of 

work of the Special Committee envisaged for 2011, which included the holding of a 

seminar in the Caribbean region to be organized by the Special Committee and 

attended by the representatives of all the Non-Self-Governing Territories. 

3. The purpose of the seminar was to enable the Special Committee to hear the 

views of representatives of the Non-Self-Governing Territories, experts, members of 

civil society and other stakeholders in the process of decolonization, who could 

assist the Special Committee in identifying policy approaches and practical ways 

that could be pursued in the United Nations decolonization process. The discussions 

at the seminar would assist the Special Committee in making a realistic analysis and 

evaluation of the situation in the Non-Self-Governing Territories, on a case-by-case 

basis, as well as the ways in which the United Nations system and the international 

community at large could enhance programmes of assistance to the Territories. 

4. The seminar was also aimed at assessing the decolonization process in today’s 

world, including past contributions and fresh goals, as well as expected 

accomplishments of the Special Committee in the Third International Decade for the 

Eradication of Colonialism. 

5. The contributions of the participants would be further considered by the 

Special Committee at its substantive session to be held in New York in June 2011, 

with a view to submitting proposals to the General Assembly concerning the 

fulfilment of the objectives of the Third International Decade for the Eradication of 

Colonialism.

 II. Organization of the seminar 

6. The seminar was held in Kingstown from 31 May to 2 June 2011. It held five 

meetings, in which representatives of States Members of the United Nations, 

Non-Self-Governing Territories, administering Powers and non-governmental 

__________________ 

a  A/56/61, annex. 
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organizations as well as experts took part (see appendix II). The seminar was 

organized in such a way as to encourage an open and frank exchange of views. 

7. The seminar was conducted by Francisco Carrión-Mena, Permanent 

Representative of Ecuador to the United Nations and Chair of the Special 

Committee, with the participation of the following members of the Committee: 

Chile, Côte d’Ivoire, Cuba, Ecuador, Indonesia, the Russian Federation, Saint 

Vincent and the Grenadines, Sierra Leone and Timor-Leste. France and the United 

Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, administering Powers, participated 

as observers. Representatives of Algeria, Argentina, Morocco and Spain also 

participated. 

8. At the 1st meeting, on 31 May 2011, Elleonore Tambunan (Indonesia) and 

Diana Eloeva (Russian Federation) were appointed Vice-Chairs of the seminar. Jean-

Baptiste Amangoua (Côte d’Ivoire) was appointed Rapporteur of the seminar. The 

Chair established a Drafting Group and appointed José Antonio Cousiño (Chile) as 

its Chair. 

9. The agenda of the seminar was as follows: 

 1. Third International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism: the 

Special Committee and the Non-Self-Governing Territories: 

  (a) Analysis and assessment of the contribution, goals and expected 

accomplishments of the Special Committee;  

  (b) Communication and cooperation with administering Powers; 

  (c) Participation of Non-Self-Governing Territories. 

 2. Goals and expected accomplishments of the Special Committee in the 

Third Decade, including on the status of self-government and 

development of the Non-Self-Governing Territories:  

  (a) Goals and expected accomplishments in the Caribbean region 

(administering Powers, territorial Governments, experts and civil 

society); 

  (b) Goals and expected accomplishments in the Pacific and other 

regions (administering Powers, territorial Governments, experts and 

civil society);  

  (c) Goals and expected accomplishments for the United Nations system 

(administering Powers, territorial Governments, experts and civil 

society). 

 3. Suggestions and proposals for the Third Decade. 

 III. Proceedings of the seminar 

 A. Opening of the seminar 

10. On 31 May 2011, Francisco Carrión-Mena (Ecuador) opened the seminar in his 

capacity as Chair. 
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11. At the same meeting, the Prime Minister of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 

Ralph E. Gonsalves, addressed the seminar. 

12. Also at the same meeting, the Chief of the Decolonization Unit, Department of 

Political Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat, read out a message from the 

Secretary-General (see appendix I). 

 B. Statements and discussionsb

13. At the 1st meeting, on 31 May, the Chair made a statement. The representative 

of Tokelau made a statement and responded to questions and comments made by the 

representatives of Ecuador and Cuba.  

14. At the same meeting, the seminar heard a statement by the representative of 

the British Virgin Islands. The representative of the British Virgin Islands responded 

to questions and comments made by the representative of Cuba. 

15. At the 2nd meeting, on 31 May, the seminar heard presentations by two 

experts, Peter Clegg (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) and 

Howard Fergus (Montserrat). Statements were also made by the representatives of 

the following non-governmental organizations: the Cayman Islands Chamber of 

Commerce (Cayman Islands), the All-Party Commission on the Constitution and 

Electoral Reform (Turks and Caicos Islands) and Colegio de Abogados de Puerto 

Rico (Puerto Rico). The representatives of Sierra Leone and Saint Vincent and the 

Grenadines made statements. The observer for Gibraltar made a statement. 

16. At the 3rd meeting, on 1 June, statements were made by the representatives of 

American Samoa and Guam. At the same meeting, the seminar heard a presentation 

by Ronald McNinch-Su, an expert from Guam. Representatives of Cuba and Côte 

d’Ivoire made statements. The representative of Guam responded to questions posed 

by the representative of Côte d’Ivoire. Experts and representatives of 

non-governmental organizations, as well as the observer for Gibraltar, made 

statements. 

17. At the same meeting, the seminar heard statements by the representatives of 

the Falkland Islands (Malvinas)c and the Frente Popular para la Liberación de 

Saguía el-Hamra y de Río de Oro (Frente Polisario). 

18. Also at the same meeting, statements were made by the representatives of 

Argentina, Spain, Algeria and Morocco. Further statements were made by the 

representatives of Frente Polisario, Algeria, Morocco and the Falkland Islands 

(Malvinas)c. Statements were also made by the observer for Gibraltar and the 

representatives of Chile and Timor-Leste. 

19. At the 4th meeting, on 1 June, the seminar heard a presentation by the 

representative of the Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 

(ECLAC). The representative of ECLAC responded to questions posed by the Chair, 

experts and representatives of non-governmental organizations.  

__________________ 

b  All statements and discussion papers of the seminar are available on the United Nations 

decolonization website, http://www.un.org/Depts/dpi/decolonization. 
c A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great Britain 

and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas).
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20. At its 5th meeting, on 2 June, the seminar held a general exchange of views on 

the way forward for the Special Committee, including proposals for the plan of 

action for the Third International Decade for the Eradication of Colonialism. 

 C. Closing of the seminar 

21. At the 5th meeting, on 2 June, the Rapporteur presented the draft report of the 

seminar.  

22. At the same meeting, the representative of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

addressed the seminar.  

23. Also at the same meeting, the Chair made a closing statement. 

24. At the same meeting, the participants adopted by acclamation a draft 

resolution expressing appreciation to the Government and the people of Saint 

Vincent and the Grenadines (see appendix III). 

 IV. Conclusions and recommendations 

25. Members of the Special Committee participating in the seminar recalled the 

Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 

contained in General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), and the role of the Special 

Committee to examine the application of the Declaration, to make suggestions and 

recommendations on the progress in and extent of the implementation of the 

Declaration, and to report to the General Assembly. 

26. Participating members reaffirmed the continued relevance of the conclusions 

and recommendations of the previous seminars. 

27. In addition, pursuant to rule 9 of the rules of procedure of the seminar 

(A/AC.109/2011/18/Rev.1, annex), participating members presented the conclusions 

and recommendations set out below to the substantive session of the Special 

Committee.

 A. Analysis and assessment of the decolonization process, including 

goals and expected accomplishments of the Special Committee in 

the Third International Decade 

28. As their concluding observations, participating members: 

 (a) Noted the close of the Second International Decade for the Eradication of 

Colonialism, which had coincided with the fiftieth anniversary of the adoption of 

the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, 

as well as the declaration by the General Assembly of a Third International Decade, 

from 2011 to 2020. While reflecting on those landmark events, they assessed the 

progress achieved, reviewed existing methods of work and garnered renewed 

momentum with a view to completing the Special Committee’s historic task; 

 (b) Identified a number of issues in the process of decolonization during the 

Second Decade, including the impact of climate change, especially on small island 

Non-Self-Governing Territories, the global economic and financial crisis, the role of 
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regional cooperation, education and public awareness, the role of women, the 

empowerment of vulnerable people, and the capacity for full self-governance; 

 (c) In view of the cross-cutting nature of many of the challenges faced by 

some Non-Self-Governing Territories in the dynamics of today’s interconnected 

world, underlined that efforts must be made, through the involvement of relevant 

stakeholders and on a case-by-case basis, for the continued strengthening of 

administrative capacity, good governance and economic sustainability of the 

Non-Self-Governing Territories, which would allow the Territories to address the 

cross-cutting issues in a holistic manner; 

 (d) Recognized the important role played by regional organizations and 

regional arrangements in assisting many Non-Self-Governing Territories in coping 

with various emerging challenges; 

 (e) Underlined the fact that education and public awareness, including of the 

indigenous people, remained crucial elements for decolonization and, in this 

connection, recalled the responsibility of the administering Powers to ensure that the 

peoples concerned would be in a position to make an informed decision regarding 

the future political status of their Territories in accordance with the relevant United 

Nations resolutions and decisions; 

 (f) Welcomed calls for joint projects for the enhancement of public 

education about the nature of the constitutional relationship in place both in 

particular territories and across some Territories involving the United Nations, the 

Non-Self-Governing Territories and the administering Powers, in accordance with 

the relevant United Nations resolutions;  

 (g) Stressed the important role of women in the process of decolonization, 

including in education, poverty eradication and community empowerment; 

 (h) Recognized the need for increased dialogue with civil society in the 

Non-Self-Governing Territories, in accordance with the relevant United Nations 

resolutions;

 (i) Recognized the role of civil society, including the business community 

and non-governmental organizations, in the development process and in facilitating 

the achievement of economic sustainability and the well-being of the peoples in the 

Territories;  

 (j) Underlined the fact that status-related and/or constitutional review 

exercises in some of the Non-Self-Governing Territories were delicate processes that 

should meet certain expectations towards accomplishing their decolonization, on a 

case-by-case basis and where appropriate, including through informal, working-

level communication and dialogue among all concerned; 

 (k) Reiterated that enhanced interactions and cooperation between the 

Special Committee and the administering Powers remained crucial to the 

implementation of the United Nations decolonization mandate and would be 

beneficial to all stakeholders, including the administering Powers themselves, and in 

this connection welcomed the participation of France and the United Kingdom in the 

seminar;

 (l) Recognized the importance of active engagement on the part of other 

States Members of the United Nations that were not members of the Special 
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Committee in the work of the Committee, and in that connection welcomed the 

participation of Algeria, Argentina, Morocco and Spain in the seminar. 

 B. Goals and expected accomplishments concerning the  

Non-Self-Governing Territories in the Caribbean region 

29. As their concluding observations, participating members: 

 (a) Welcomed the participation of the representative of the British Virgin 

Islands in the seminar and the information that he had provided, as well as the 

participation of experts and representatives of non-governmental organizations and 

civil society, who had shared their views on the process of decolonization in the 

Caribbean region, in particular with regard to the implementation of the Declaration 

on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples, contained in 

General Assembly resolution 1514 (XV), and the resolutions and decisions adopted 

by the Special Committee on all Caribbean Non-Self-Governing Territories, as well 

as the colonial situation in Puerto Rico;  

 (b) Welcomed the participation of the representatives of civil society and 

non-governmental organizations from the Cayman Islands, Montserrat, the Turks 

and Caicos Islands and Colegio de Abogados de Puerto Rico; 

 (c) With regard to the British Virgin Islands, noted the observations, 

included in the statement made by the representative of the British Virgin Islands, 

that independence was not a matter regularly discussed among the people of the 

Territory, as there had been no popular call for such a drastic change in the 

relationship with the administering Power, and that the policy framework governing 

the relationship with the administering Power was being reviewed;  

 (d) Also noted the view, expressed in the aforementioned statement made by 

the representative of the British Virgin Islands, that there was scope for further 

constitutional review for the practical implementation and effective operation of the 

provisions of the 2007 Constitution in the Territory; 

 (e) With regard to the Cayman Islands, again noted the promulgation of the 

2009 Constitution, following its approval in a referendum, and of the reaffirmed 

position of the territorial Government that it had no mandate from its people to 

pursue full political independence, and also noted that, in the opinion of the civil 

society representative addressing the seminar, the “modernized” Constitution 

provided for no “devolved powers”; 

 (f) With regard to Montserrat, noted the approval of a new Constitution in 

2010 and the work accomplished by the territorial Government in updating the 

relevant parts of the Territory’s legislation to allow for the Constitution’s entry into 

force late in 2011; 

 (g) With regard to the Turks and Caicos Islands, noted with grave concern 

the ongoing situation there, including the continued postponement of elections, and 

also noted the efforts of the administering Power to restore good governance and 

sound financial management in the Territory; 

 (h) Called for the restoration of constitutional arrangements providing for 

representative democracy in the Turks and Caicos Islands through elected territorial 

Government as soon as possible; 
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 (i) Noted the view, expressed by a civil society representative from the 

Turks and Caicos Islands, that while the reasons initially given by the administering 

Power for its decision to suspend the Constitution might have seemed good, the 

approach taken was increasingly considered regrettable, as it was felt that it did not 

demonstrate regard for the interest of the Islands, including in the constitutional, 

electoral and economic domains. Furthermore, it was noted that the proposed new 

constitution was perceived as an attempt to return major powers to the Governor, a 

move that many in the Territory rejected.  

 C. Goals and expected accomplishments concerning the  

Non-Self-Governing Territories in the Pacific and other regions, 

including follow-up to the 2010 Pacific regional seminar 

30. As their concluding observations, participating members: 

 (a) Welcomed the participation in the Caribbean regional seminar of 

American Samoa, the Falkland Islands (Malvinas),c Guam, Tokelau and Western 

Sahara, and of the observer for Gibraltar, and the information that they had 

provided, and also welcomed the presentation by an expert from Guam, who had 

shared his views on the process of decolonization in the Territory;  

 (b) With regard to the current constitutional developments in American 

Samoa, took note of the information, provided to the seminar by the representative 

of the Governor of American Samoa, that while the Territory’s position that it 

should be removed from the United Nations list of the Non-Self-Governing 

Territories continued to be held, it was time to be more concerned about how 

American Samoa could make progress politically and economically; 

 (c) Noted that, against a backdrop of a decades-long popular preference for 

integration with the United States, the Territory wished to move forward on political 

status, local autonomy and self-governance issues;  

 (d) With regard to the situation in Guam, again expressed concern over the 

impact of a planned United States military build-up in the Territory on the cultural 

identity of and the use of land by the indigenous people; 

 (e) Again stressed the need for continued close monitoring of the situation in 

the Territory; 

 (f) Noted the territorial Government’s strong commitment to the inalienable 

right of Guam’s Chamorro people to self-determination, as well as its aspiration to a 

partnership with the administering Power wherein all interests would be respected 

and considered;

 (g) With regard to New Caledonia, took note of the political, economic and 

socio-cultural steps taken by the territorial Government and the administering Power 

in the implementation of the Nouméa Accord aimed at correcting the existing 

imbalances;

 (h) With regard to Tokelau, expressed their appreciation for the statement 

made by the representative of the Ulu-o-Tokelau; 

 (i) Noted Tokelau’s substantial degree of autonomy in the management of its 

own affairs and the view expressed by the Ulu on its resolve that, for the time being, 
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self-determination considerations must take second place to pressing infrastructure 

and development needs; 

 (j) Encouraged the Territory and the administering Power to continue their 

close cooperation based on the Joint Commitment for Development plan 2011-2015 

which would focus on a viable transportation arrangement, infrastructure 

development, human resources capacity and the strengthening of governance;  

 (k) Noted Tokelau’s desire to be able to gain access to resources from 

international organizations such as the Global Environment Facility, which 

supported adaptation and mitigation efforts addressing the effects of climate change 

with a view to addressing key development issues; 

 (l) With regard to Western Sahara, recalled the mandate of the Special 

Committee towards self-determination for the people of Western Sahara, and 

reaffirmed all relevant General Assembly resolutions, including resolution 64/101, 

and supported Security Council resolutions 1754 (2007), 1783 (2007), 1813 (2008), 

1871 (2009), 1920 (2010) and 1979 (2011) and the commitment of the Secretary-

General and his Personal Envoy for Western Sahara to finding a solution to the 

question of Western Sahara in this context. They called on the parties to continue to 

show political will and work in an atmosphere propitious for dialogue in order to 

enter into a more intensive and substantive phase of negotiations, thus ensuring the 

implementation of the above-mentioned resolutions and the success of the 

negotiations. They reiterated the call made at previous regional seminars to the 

parties to continue such negotiations under the auspices of the Secretary-General 

without preconditions and in good faith, taking into account efforts made since 2006 

and subsequent developments, with a view to achieving a just, lasting and mutually 

acceptable political solution that would provide for the self-determination of the 

people of Western Sahara in the context of arrangements consistent with the 

principles and purposes of the Charter of the United Nations; 

 (m) With regard to the question of the Falkland Islands (Malvinas), recalled 

the relevant General Assembly and Special Committee resolutions and decisions on 

that question, which encouraged the resumption of negotiations between the 

Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom with the aim of finding a lasting 

solution to the sovereignty dispute, taking into account the interests of the 

population of the Islands, in accordance with the relevant resolutions of the United 

Nations;

 (n) With regard to the question of Gibraltar, welcomed the work of the 

Forum of Dialogue on Gibraltar involving Spain, the United Kingdom and the 

territorial Government. 

 D. Goals and expected accomplishments of the United Nations system 

in providing assistance to the Non-Self-Governing Territories 

31. As their concluding observations, participating members: 

 (a) Welcomed the participation of a representative of ECLAC at the seminar 

and appreciated the information provided on assistance to the Non-Self-Governing 

Territories; 



A/66/23

7911-39386

 (b) Encouraged the United Nations agencies, funds and programmes, in 

particular the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the United 

Nations Environment Programme, the United Nations Population Fund and the 

United Nations Industrial Development Organization, and other organizations of the 

United Nations system to intensify their engagement with the work of the Special 

Committee, including participation at the forthcoming regional seminars on 

decolonization, upon the invitation of the Special Committee; 

 (c) Supported the role played by United Nations regional commissions, in 

particular the Caribbean Development Cooperation Committee of ECLAC and the 

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, in accordance with their 

mandates and the relevant United Nations resolutions on decolonization, in 

enhancing and expanding the involvement of Non-Self-Governing Territories in 

their activities as associate members. 

 E. Suggestions and proposals for the Third International Decade 

32. As their recommendations, participating members: 

 (a) Reaffirmed that all peoples had the right to self-determination and, by 

virtue of that right, to freely determine their political status and freely pursue their 

economic, social and cultural development; 

 (b) Also reaffirmed that any attempt aimed at the partial or total disruption 

of the national unity and the territorial integrity of a country was incompatible with 

the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations; 

 (c) Reconfirmed that the United Nations had a valid ongoing role in the 

process of decolonization, that the mandate of the Special Committee was a major 

programme of the Organization, and that United Nations support should be provided 

until all outstanding decolonization issues and related follow-up matters had been 

resolved in a satisfactory manner in accordance with the relevant United Nations 

resolutions and decisions; 

 (d) Reaffirmed the role of the Special Committee as the primary vehicle for 

fostering the process of decolonization as well as for monitoring the situation in the 

Territories; 

 (e) Underlined the importance of the development by the Special Committee 

of a proactive and focused approach, in fulfilment of the goal of decolonization vis-

à-vis the Non-Self-Governing Territories on the United Nations list. The Special 

Committee needed to continue to approach each case with an open mind, to build on 

the available options and to bring about more dynamism in the decolonization 

process in accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions and decisions; 

 (f) In view of the contributions of various regional organizations and regional 

arrangements to the capacity-building of the Non-Self-Governing Territories, advised 

that their effective participation in relevant regional organizations and regional 

arrangements needed to be facilitated, in accordance with the relevant United 

Nations resolutions and through the appropriate mechanisms, along with the 

strengthening of concrete regional functional cooperation in various areas, such as 

governance, natural disaster preparedness and community empowerment; 
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 (g) Also in view of the important role of regional organizations and regional 

arrangements in providing assistance to the relevant Non-Self-Governing Territories 

in support of the process of decolonization, suggested that the Special Committee, in 

accordance with its mandate and the relevant United Nations resolutions and 

decisions, strengthen its interactions and collaboration with relevant regional and 

subregional organizations; 

 (h) With regard to the issue of public outreach to the peoples of the Non-Self-

Governing Territories on decolonization issues, advised the Special Committee, in 

collaboration with the Department of Public Information, actively to engage and 

seek new and innovative ways to promote a public awareness campaign aimed at 

fostering an understanding among the people of the Territories of the options for 

self-determination in accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions and 

decisions on decolonization, including to complement their ongoing efforts and ensure 

that the information provided effectively reached the peoples of the Non-Self-

Governing Territories; 

 (i) On the issue of education, suggested that the relevant territorial 

Governments and the administering Powers consider incorporating decolonization 

issues into the school curricula of the Non-Self-Governing Territories; 

 (j) With respect to the status-related and/or constitutional review exercises 

and the overall process of decolonization, stressed that such processes should be 

approached on a case-by-case basis and in a way that was respectful of human 

rights, transparent, accountable, inclusive and participatory, with the involvement of 

the people concerned, in accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions 

and decisions on decolonization and the purposes and principles of the Charter of 

the United Nations; 

 (k) Concerning the relationship with administering Powers, advised that 

interactions and cooperation between the Special Committee and the administering 

Powers should continue to be nurtured and strengthened through various possible 

platforms and means, including informal, working-level dialogue, and reaffirmed 

that all administering Powers, particularly those that had not done so, needed to 

engage effectively with the Special Committee; 

 (l) In this connection, underlined the crucial importance of enhancing 

communication and cooperation between the Special Committee and the 

administering Powers, and urged the Committee to explore the possibility of and 

seek concerted interaction in that regard, in formal and informal settings, with a 

view to making progress in decolonization during the Third International Decade, on 

a case-by-case basis; 

 (m) Also underlined the crucial importance of enhancing relations between 

the Special Committee and civil society in the Non-Self-Governing Territories, in 

particular in the areas of information and education, in accordance with the relevant 

United Nations resolutions; 

 (n) In view of the valuable contributions of the representatives of the Non-Self-

Governing Territories to the seminar, reiterated that the Special Committee, through the 

appropriate mechanism and with the assistance of the Secretariat, should continue to 

work towards the full participation of the representatives of the Non-Self-Governing 

Territories in future seminars. The administering Powers should facilitate the 
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participation of the elected representatives of the Territories in the seminars in 

conformity with the relevant resolutions and decisions of the United Nations; 

 (o) Underlined the importance of enhancing relations among the Non-Self-

Governing Territories, in particular in sharing information about their territories, and 

in this regard took note of the proposal made by the representative of a Non-Self-

Governing Territory on the creation of a network among the Territories; 

 (p) In this connection, affirmed that the Special Committee should continue 

to retool its methods of work and hone its capacity to conduct the regional seminars 

in an innovative manner so as to ensure a higher degree of United Nations-funded 

participation by its members in the seminars, thus enabling the Committee to better 

hear the views of the peoples of Non-Self-Governing Territories in accordance with 

the relevant United Nations resolutions on decolonization; 

 (q) In respect of the role of the United Nations system in providing 

assistance to the Non-Self-Governing Territories, stressed that the relevant United 

Nations bodies and specialized agencies needed to engage with the work of the 

Special Committee and strengthen their efforts, in accordance with the relevant 

United Nations resolutions and through the appropriate mechanism, in providing 

assistance to the Non-Self-Governing Territories; in that regard, the Special 

Committee needed to develop ways and means to encourage the participation of 

those agencies and bodies; 

 (r) Advised the Special Committee that it needed to develop ways and 

means through which it could make a better assessment, on a case-by-case basis, of 

the current stage of decolonization and self-determination in each Non-Self-

Governing Territory in accordance with the relevant resolutions and decisions of the 

United Nations, which could serve as a checklist for the progress achieved and 

things to be done, and in that connection invited the Special Committee to consider 

the suggestion that a proposal be developed for a specific project such as the 

holding of informal, working-level dialogue with the administering Powers; 

 (s) Reiterated that the Special Committee needed to continue working 

towards sending visiting missions to the Non-Self-Governing Territories, with the 

involvement of the relevant territorial Government and administering Power, on a 

case-by-case basis and in accordance with the relevant United Nations resolutions, 

and in that regard noted the interest expressed at the seminar by representatives of 

Non-Self-Governing Territories in such visiting and special missions; 

 (t) Reaffirmed that the process of decolonization would be incomplete until 

all the outstanding decolonization issues and related follow-up matters had been 

resolved in a satisfactory manner in accordance with the relevant United Nations 

resolutions;

 (u) In the context of calls for a Third International Decade, affirmed that the 

Special Committee should continue to take stock of current challenges and 

opportunities for the decolonization process and draw up a pragmatic plan of action 

for the Third International Decade with a view to advancing the decolonization 

process.
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Appendix I 

  Message of the Secretary-General to the Caribbean regional seminar 

on implementation of the Third International Decade for the 

Eradication of Colonialism: goals and expected accomplishments 

 I am pleased to greet the participants in the 2011 Caribbean regional seminar 

on decolonization as you launch the work of the Third International Decade for the 

Eradication of Colonialism, starting this year. I thank the Government and the 

people of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines for hosting this event. 

 The international community recently marked the fiftieth anniversary of the 

General Assembly’s Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 

Countries and Peoples and completed the Second International Decade for the 

Eradication of Colonialism. While Timor-Leste successfully gained independence 

during that period, 16 Non-Self-Governing Territories remain to be decolonized. 

 This seminar is intended to explore how the Special Committee can further the 

objectives of the United Nations. Direct communication among the Special 

Committee, the elected representatives of the Territories and the administering 

Powers is essential for progress. I encourage the Special Committee to work towards 

an action-oriented dialogue at all levels. 

 I look forward to working with you to accelerate the process of decolonization 

where possible. Please accept my best wishes for a productive and successful 

seminar. 
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Sierra Leone Victoria Sulimania

Timor-Leste Licinio Miranda Branco 

  States Members of the United Nations 

Algeria Idris Latreche 

Argentina Daniela Jaite 

 Gerardo Abel Díaz Bartolomé 

Morocco Saadia El Alaoui 

 Redouane Houssaini 

 Sidi Khaddad el Moussaoui 

Spain Francisca Pedrós-Carretero 

  Administering Powers 

France (observer) Emmanuel Mouriez 

United Kingdom of Great Britain and Simon Hosking 

Northern Ireland (observer)  

  Specialized agencies 

Economic Commission for Latin America Lize Denner 

and the Caribbean  

__________________ 

a  Member of the official delegation of the Special Committee. 
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  Non-Self-Governing Territories 

American Samoa Lelei Peau  

British Virgin Islands Julian Fraser 

 Gloria Mactavious 

Falkland Islands (Malvinas)b Roger Edwards 

Guam Edward Alvarez 

Tokelau Elesi Kerisiano Kalolo 

 Kele Lui 

Western Sahara Ahmed Boukhari 

  Non-governmental organizations 

Colegio de Abogados de Puerto Rico Wilma E. Reveron-Collazo 

All-Party Commission on the Constitution and Conrad Howell 

Electoral Reform (Turks and Caicos Islands)  

Cayman Islands Chamber of Commerce Wilfred Pineau 

 James O’Neill 

  Experts 

Peter Clegg (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland) 

Howard Fergus (Montserrat) 

Ronald L. McNinch-Su (Guam) 

  Observer 

Joseph Bossano (Gibraltar) 

__________________ 

b  A dispute exists between the Governments of Argentina and the United Kingdom of Great 

Britain and Northern Ireland concerning sovereignty over the Falkland Islands (Malvinas). 
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Appendix III 

  Resolution expressing appreciation to the Government and the 

people of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines 

The participants in the Caribbean regional seminar,

Having met from 31 May to 2 June 2011 in Kingstown, to assess goals and 

expected accomplishments of the Third International Decade for the Eradication of 

Colonialism,

Having heard an important statement by the Prime Minister of Saint Vincent 

and the Grenadines, 

Taking note of the important statements by the representatives of the Non-Self-

Governing Territories, 

Express their profound gratitude to the Government and the people of Saint 

Vincent and the Grenadines for providing the Special Committee with the necessary 

facilities for its seminar, for the outstanding contribution they have made to the 

success of the seminar and, in particular, for the very generous and kind hospitality 

and the warm and cordial reception accorded to the participants throughout their 

stay in Saint Vincent and the Grenadines. 

11-39386 (E)    290711 
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