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Thank you for the opportunity to join with others in discussing the important issue of how the outcomes of the historical 2013 High Level Meeting on Disability can be used to effectively influence the post-2015 development agenda.  

While significant progress has been made in achieving the MDGs so far, it is clear that in the main this progress has not occurred evenly or equitably.  It is increasingly being recognized that the most marginalized and poor are often the least able to access or benefit from development efforts. People with disabilities make up fifteen per cent of the world’s population and have  worse health and socioeconomic outcomes than people without disabilities. Across the world, people with disabilities have poorer health, lower education achievements, less economic participation and higher rates of poverty than people without disabilities.  This unacceptable situation must change in the post-2015 development setting.
The timing of the High Level Meeting is strategic coming five years after the CRPD entered into force, two years after the release of the WHO-World Bank World report on disability and two years away from the MDG 2015 target. The success of the High Level Meeting on Disability should be measured in a number of ways that relate to process, outcomes and impact. 

Let me start with impact.  The HLMDD must contribute to bringing about real change and improvements in the quality of life of people with disability over the long term.  

As outcomes the HLMDD will raise awareness and understanding that all development objectives and efforts are relevant to people with disability.   The HLM outcomes document must contain actions that can address the major obstacles constraining efforts to achieve the intentions of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities and relate to the themes of the Post 2015 development agenda.  It should therefore influence these discussions to achieve a more inclusive and equal society.  Lastly we all know what gets measured gets done , and so the HLMDD must ensure that  relevant mainstream indicators are disaggregated by disability along with age and sex so that we can uncover patterns or trends experienced by people with disabilities across the development agenda and identify who is benefiting and who is not.  However, these may not be adequate to measure progress on the specific reasons for why people with disabilities remain vulnerable. There may be a need to include some specific indicators for people with disability.  Decisions about the need for and type of dedicated indicators could be informed by the outcomes of the High Level Meeting and the priorities agreed to.

In terms of process an important measure of success for the High Level Meeting will be the quality of the process leading up to the meeting including how the outcomes document is developed.  Previous High Level Meetings have benefitted from careful planning and a process that is bottom up, inclusive, transparent and evidence based.  It will be essential to ensure the active and equal participation of people with disability and their representative organizations together with Member States in the consultations at all levels.  Drawing on the evidence and recommendations in the World Report on disability will provide a solid evidence base from which to work. A series of regional consultations would enable and improve access by governments and people with disability to the process, will ensure that regional issues and priorities were captured in the outcomes document and increase buy-in.  Furthermore, Governments could then feel more comfortable and confident signing up to and delivering on the actions. In terms of the Post 2015 Agenda - this will be important for having a broader number of stakeholders that have considered the issues and can advocate for disability inclusion. 

WHO has extensive experience in supporting successful High Level Meeting processes – such as for NCDs and HIV/AIDs.  We also managed an extensive consultation process at regional level including with civil society for the WHO-World Bank World report on disability.    Dr Margaret Chan, Director General of  HO has offered WHO support to UNDESA, noting our technical expertise arising from the World Report.  We stand ready to assist the co-facilitators and DESA in developing and managing a credible and effective process to ensure that this historical opportunity results in a powerful outcomes document that delivers real and measurable improvements for people with disability.  

In conclusion, a post-2015 global development framework should be built on more equitable relationships between rich and poorer countries and poor people’s voices have to be taken into account, including people with disabilities. It will be essential that all development policies, including macroeconomic policies, are evidence based and respect long-established human rights principles, including the Convention on the Rights of Persons with disabilities.  
An inclusive and equal society is likely to be a sustainable one. Having better access to quality education and health services, improved employment opportunities, clean water, financing and judicial recourse means people with disability can become better equipped to contribute to economic growth and participate equally in society. 

