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Migration in the SDGs 



What are well-managed migration policies? 

IOM Council Resolution C/106/40 (Nov. 2015) 



Target 10.7: Facilitate orderly, safe, regular and responsible migration and mobility of people, including through 
the implementation of planned and well-managed migration policies. 

Indicator 10.7.2:  Number of countries that have implemented well-managed migration policies 
(IOM and UNDESA as possible custodian agencies) 
 
 - Based on working definition from IOM‘s 2015 Migration Governance Framework (MIGOF): 
            1. Institutional capacity and policy 
            2. Migrant rights and integration 
            3. Safe and orderly migration 
            4. Labour migration and recruitment costs 
            5. International cooperation and partnerships 
            6. Humanitarian crises and migration policy 
  
  - And existing instrument: UN Inquiry among governments on Population and Development 

Measuring well-managed migration policies 



- Commissioned by IOM, implemented by the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU) 

- Aim: evaluation of country-specific migration governance structures 

- 1st phase: 15 pilot countries 

- Note: 

 

 

- Available at gmdac.iom.int/migration-governance-index-mgi 

 

Measuring well-managed migration policies: 
The Migration Governance Index (MGI) 

• Bench-marking tool, not ranking system 
• Largely based on MiGOF domains (no crisis-related migration) 
• Focus: governance inputs & processes, not outputs 
 
 
 

http://gmdac.iom.int/migration-governance-index-mgi


MGI – pilot phase 



5 domains 
23 indicators 
73 sub-indicators 
 
 



• A government migration strategy 
• Data gathering and information availability 
• Rights to basic social services and social security 
• Rights to long-term residency and pathway to citizenship 
• Border control and enforcement 
• Measures to combat human trafficking and smuggling 
• Student migration regulation 
• Signature and ratification of international/regional/bilateral conventions 
 
 

MGI – pilot phase  

- Aggregation:  
 5 domains, each weighted 20% 
 Indicators and sub-indicators equally weighted within each domain 

 
- Sub-indicators include: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Methodology  



MGI – pilot phase (4) 
Example of results 



Factors which contribute to comprehensive migration policy: 
 
• A lead government agency 
 which streamlines migration into all relevant policy areas (Canada, Costa Rica) 
 
• Transparency  
 across all domains of migration governance  
 (e.g. having clear information about laws and pubicly available data (South Korea, Sweden)) 
 
• Bilateral/Regional/ International collaboration  
 on issues such as work visas and repatriation (The Philippines, Italy) 

MGI – pilot phase (5)  
Key findings 



Revision and refinement of MGI framework  

Country level: potential capacity-
building tool 

Ways forward 
1. MGI ‘Phase 2’  
(pending funding, over the next 2 years) 

Expansion of country sample (100) 

Creation of an advisory group Working with Member States on how to best 
use MiGOF and MGI as gap-analysis tools 

Global level: Possible monitoring 
tool towards 10.7 

2. Finalizing methodology based on MIGOF and UN Inquiry  

3. Monitoring migrant well-being, e.g. via the Gallup World Poll (from policy “input” to “outcomes”) 
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