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Asia and Europe host the largest 
numbers of migrants worldwide 

Number of international migrants by major area 

Middle income 

Nearly two thirds of all international migrants 
worldwide live in Europe or Asia 
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Between 2000 and 2015, Asia added more international 
migrants than any other major area 



Nearly half of all international migrants 
worldwide were born in Asia 

Number of international migrants by major area of origin  
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Between 2000 and 2015, the size of the migrant stock from Asia 
grew faster than from all other major areas 
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Most migrants worldwide are of working age 
Total population and international migrants by age, 2015  



Who is an international migrant? 
(UNDESA, 1998. Recommendation on statistics of international migration)  

 
 Any person who changes her/his country 

of residence 
 
• Part of this definition: 

 A move 
 Minimum duration of stay 

 
• Not part of this definition: 

 Reason (work, family, study, asylum, etc.) 
 Legal status 

 

 



The contribution of migration to population 
change – Africa and Europe compared 
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Demography: a powerful driver  
of migration 

Changes in working age population by major area, 2015 – 2050 
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Trends in global displacement 



Source: UNHCR Statistical Yearbook 2014, Annex Table 26.  
Indicators of host country capacity and contributions, end-2014 

Uneven responsibility sharing for refugees  
Ratio of refugee population to gross domestic product  per capita (PPPs) 
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Migration – some key benefits  
 

 Remittances 
 In 2014, migrants from developing countries sent home an 

estimated US $436 billion in remittances, far exceeding ODA 
 Invested in human capital (health, education, sanitation, 

housing, infrastructure, etc.)  
 

 Diaspora contributions to countries of origin 
 Transfer of knowledge and skills, trade, FDI, etc. 
 “Brain gain” 

 

 Contribution to destination countries 
 Filling labour market shortages 
 Entrepreneurship, job creation 
 Reducing old-age dependency ratios 



Migration – some key challenges 
 

 Some economic costs of migration 
Emigration of skilled persons (“brain drain”) 
Lack of portability of skills and diplomas (“brain waste”) 
High recruitment fees 
High costs of transferring remittances 

 
 Some social costs of migration 
Migrant fatalities at borders 
Violations of human rights 
Trafficking in persons and smuggling of migrants 
Children left behind in the country of origin 
Etc. 

 
 
 



Ratification of relevant instruments 
indicates key migration challenges 
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Refugee Convention 1951

Refugee Protocol 1967

Migrant Worker Convention 1990

ILO Convention Migration for Employment 1949

ILO Convention Migrant Workers 1975

Human Trafficking Protocol 2000

Migrant Smuggling Protocol 2000
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