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Core topics on international 
migration 

 Country of birth 
 Year or period of arrival in the country 

• First or most recent arrival 
• Mainly for people born outside of the country; 

but could be relevant for native-born people 
when returned migrants are of interest 

 Country of citizenship 
 



Additional topics – returned 
migrants 

 ASK OF ALL PERSONS OVER ONE YEAR OLD 
Has (person) ever lived outside (this country) for a period of at 
least 12 months? 
 __ Yes    
 __ No  Skip to Question x. 
When did (person) last arrive to live in (this country) for 12 
months or more? 
 Year ___ Month _____ 
In which country did (person) last live? [Specify country 
according to present borders.] 

 Country ______________ 

 
 



Additional topics – Emigration 
 Through an emigration module: identify the 

person abroad  
• Emigration within the last XX (5 or 10) years 
• Left the country for at least 6 months (or 1 year) 

 Characteristics of emigrants  
• Age, sex, Marital status 
• Age at emigration 
• Educational attainment (at time of migration or 

current) 
• Occupation (at time of migration or current) 
• Country of emigration 
• Reason for emigration 

 



Some examples 



More examples 



Yet more examples 



Additional topics – Emigration 

 Not much information on the quality and 
usefulness of the data gathered 
• Entire household left the country 
• Recall issue 
• Duplicate reporting by multiple household 

 Data should be evaluated against: 
• Data from administrative sources or surveys 
• Data from receiving countries 



Moldova census questions on 
emigration 



Moldova census questions on 
emigration (2) 



Source: MEASURING EMIGRATION AT THE CENSUS: LESSONS LEARNED FROM FOUR COUNTRY EXPERIENCES, 
UNECE (2008) 
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Additional topics – Emigration 
 Available study showed that emigration module  

can not provide an accurate count of the total 
number of emigrants residing abroad, but the 
following groups can be relatively well-covered: 
• Emigrants who left the country in recent years (up to 5 

years before the census) 
• Emigrants who are more likely to keep close ties with 

their country, mainly because of close family ties 
and/or geographic proximity 

• Emigrants who are still in the registration system of 
the country of origin, if registers exist 

 
 



Additional topics - remittances 
 Did the household receive remittances (cash or 

goods) during the last 5 years (from 2003 to 
2008) from any of the members who have 
emigrated? 

 In the last year, did anyone in this household 
receive money or assets from someone who 
lives abroad, for use by this household? 

 HOW OFTEN DOES THE PERSON LIVING 
ABROAD SEND MONEY TO THE 
HOUSEHOLD MEMBERS? 



Reason for migration 

 What is the purpose of your arrival to 
Russia? (work/study/official or business 
trip/medical treatment/tourism, recreation/ 
transit migration/other purpose, specify 
reason for living abroad) 
 



What were collected by the workshop 
countries (2005-2014) 

Country 
Citizens

hip 
Country 
of birth 

Year or 
period of 

arrival 

Place of 
usual 

residen
ce 

Place of 
previous 

residence 

Duration 
of 

residenc
e 

Place of 
residence at 
a specified 
date in the 

past 

Emigration 
of 

household 
members 

Return 
migrant

s 
Benin, 2013 1 1     1 1       
Burkina Faso, 
2006 1 1 1   1   1 1 1 
Côte d'Ivoire, 
2014                   
Mali, 2009 1 1   1 1 1   1   
Mauritania, 
2013                   
Morocco, 2014 1 1   1 1   1 1   
Niger, 2012                   
Senegal, 2013                   
Togo, 2010 1 1     1 1       
Algeria, 2008 1 1         1 1   
Libyan Arab 
Jamahiriya, 
2006                   
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