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“No longer is human mobility ,…,seen as
a consequence of lack of development.
Rather, with the SDGs, migration is an
issue to act upon to enhance sustainable
development”

William Lacy Swing
IOM Director General

Improving migration governance, facing
today migration challenges and
Strengthening the contribution of
migrants and migration to the sustainable
development.
(The first objective is about DATA)

International level
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2063 
Agenda

Free movement of people 
and leading to full economic 
integration

The revised
Migration 

Policy 
Framework

To develop a strategic framework 
for migration policy in Africa and 
facilitating the participation of 
migrants, in the development of 
their own countries

African
Agenda for 
Migration 

Collective autonomy of 
the continent

Regional level

Expert symposium on international migration and development, 26 February 2019 7

Context and Commitments



Expert symposium on international migration and development, 26 February 2019

Improving migration governance in Morocco through the support of the national 
strategies of immigration and asylum and for the Moroccans living abroad.

2. The setting up of 
a legal and regulatory 
framework of the 
national strategy of 
immigration and 
asylum

3. The reinforcement 
of the knowledge on 
migration phenomena 
( National Migration 
observatory and 
Morocco-HIMS 
(Indicator 4))

4. The professional 
insertion of 
regularized migrants

1. The social and 
humanitarian 
assistance to 
migrants and 
unaccompanied 
minors

5. The enlargement of 
the programme of 
voluntary return of 
migrants in Morocco to 
their country of origin.

Regional level : EU-Morocco partnership programme 
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•Preserving the MLA Moroccan Identity
•Protection of the MLA rights and interest
•Contribution of the MLA to the country's development

National Strategy for 
the Moroccan Living 
Abroad (SNMDM)

National level :

National Immigration 
an Asylum Strategy
(SNIA)

•Promoting regular migrants integration
•Preparing an Institutional framework 
•Upgrading the regulatory framework
•Managing migration flows while respecting human rights
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•The 2030  Agenda
•The GCM (Marrakech, 
Dec 2018)

•African Agenda
•European Union 

•SNMDM
•SNIA

• INDIMAJ Oriental

Migration is a key tool to achieve 
developement.
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Sub-national level : INDIMAJ-Oriental
Initiative for Inclusive Development for Migrants in the Oriental

Regional
Concil
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Developement

Migration

Civil 
Society

Migrant 
Association

Foreign
Services

Provincial 
Council

Territorial 
Public 

Institute

Communal 
Council

Implementation of national 
migration strategies and 
mainstream migration into 
local development plans by 
involving stakeholders at the 
territorial level in terms of 
migration and development 
(Local Authorities,  Civil 
Society,….)
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•The 2030  Agenda
•The GCM (Marrakech, 
Dec 2018)

•African Agenda
•European Union 

•SNMDM
•SNIA

• INDIMAJ Oriental

Migration is a key tool to achieve 
developement.

Growing need for better data on Migration
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What kind of Data is needed ?

1. Migrants /Migration 
Profile and Migration 

Trends

2. Measuring the 
impact of Migration on 

development

3. Monitoring and 
evaluation of migration 

policy
And promote

humaniterian assistance 

Development
of scenarios 

Explore 
migration 

potentiel and 
dispel myths

to develop 
policies and to 

provide 
assistance to 

vulnerable 
groups• Demographic and socio-

economic characteristics of 
migrants ant potentiel migrants

• Migration intentions and 
determinants,…

• Out-Migrant, Return Migrant,  
Irregular Migrant, circular
migration…

• Remittances and their
utilization

• Skills and qualifications of 
migrants

• Labour dynamics
• …

• Integration/Exclusion
• Migration routes & black 

holes
• Human trafficking
• Missing Migrants
• …

15
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How does those needs can be satisfied? 
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Mapping gaps & mainstreaming migration into statistical system 
Roadmap

In Morocco, a roadmap for assessing and addressing the SDGs
migration data gaps is being set up through a participative
approach and national consultations process involving all
stakeholders, both producers, users, NGOs and International
agencies.

This process is piloted by the steering committee in charge of
migration statistics, and the guidance of the national
commission in charge of SDGs.



Actions
• Mapping data uses and needs
• Identify data gaps
• Explore data sources (existing and new)
• Built Capacities for production, analysis and use
• Review dissemination practice and policy (data anonymization)
 Consideration and Criteria
• Based on different related frameworks ( IAEG, SDGs, UNSD, MEDSTAT

IV, ICLS…)
• Relevance at the national/sub-national
• Availability
• Feasibility (cost/sampling issues or Burden issues)
• Frequency/Timeliness
• Reliability
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Mapping gaps & mainstreaming migration into statistical system 
Roadmap
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Reporting on international migration modules/questions proposed by the UNSD under the 
guidance of the UN Expert Group on Migration Statistics, 

Topic Population census(s) Household survey(s)

A. Country of birth
Yes in 2014 Place of 
birth/country of birth 

Yes in the National Multiround Demographic Survey 2009-2010 And  
Morocco-HIMS 2018-2019

B. Country of citizenship
Yes in 2004 and 2014 Yes (LFS since 2017 Yes in and Morocco-HIMS 2018-2019 

C. Country of birth of parents
No Yes in Morocco-HIMS 2018-2019 

D. Ever lived abroad
No

Yes in the National Multi-round Demographic Survey 2009-2010 and in 
Morocco-HIMS 2018-2019

E. Household members residing abroad
Yes in 2004 and 2014

Yes in the National Multiround Demographic Survey 2009-2010, but (with a 
different formulation) 

F. Year or period of arrival in the country 
for foreign-born persons

No
Yes  in the National Multiround Demographic Survey 2009-2010 
and in the LFS since 2018; and   in Morocco-HIMS 2018-2019 

G. Acquisition of citizenship
No

Yes in Morocco-HIMS 2018-2019 (When /How did you acquire dual 
citizenship)

H. Main reason for migration

No
Yes in the National Multiround Demographic Survey 2009-2010  ; and in 

the LFS since 2018; and   in Morocco-HIMS 2018-2019
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Inventory for reporting on migration-relevant SDG indicators under the EMWGMS / MEDSTAT IV 
Migration (1/3)
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Inventory for reporting on migration-relevant SDG indicators under the EMWGMS / MEDSTAT IV 
Migration (2/3)
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Inventory for reporting on migration-relevant SDG indicators under the EMWGMS / MEDSTAT IV 
Migration (3/3)
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Relevance to migration Indicator available 
as defined by the 
SDG metadata

Disaggregated by 
migratory status

Indicator 
available with 
some deviation 
from the SDG 
metadata

Disaggregated by 
migratory status

For migrant (5) 0 - 4              
(4.b.1,10.7.1,10.7.2, 

16.2.2)

4
(4.b.1,10.7.1, 10.7.2, 

16.2.2)
For disaggregation -

extended (22)
10                               

(1.1.1, 
3.2.1,3.3.1,3.4.1,3.8.1

,3.8.2, 5.5.2, 8.5.2, 
8.6.1, 8.10.2)

3
(5.5.2,8.5.2,8.6.1)

8
(1.3.1,4.1.1,4.3.1,4.6.1, 

8.5.1,10.2.1,10.3.1,16.9.1)

7
(1.3.1,4.3.1, 

4.6.1,8.5.1,10.2.1,10.3.1,
16.9.1)

For disaggregation -
minimum (2)

0 - - -

Contextual Indicator
(1) 

1                                    
(3.c.1)

0 - -

Actual main data 
sources/ producers for 
SDGs disaggregated by 

Migratory status 

Labour forces survey / Morocco-Hims /  Income survey /Ministry of Interior/ Civil register / NGOs 

Inventory for reporting on migration-relevant SDG indicators under the EMWGMS / MEDSTAT IV 
Migration
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What Limitations?
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Mapping gaps & mainstreaming migration into statistical system 

• The emigrant household that is no longer resident in the country cannot
be captured using the census;

• Bias occurring when collecting data on migration experience, perceptions
etc. through a proxy respondent;

• Sampling issues : conventional household surveys do not cover minorities
( as immigration is a rare phenomenon in Morocco) especially those in
vulnerable situation (unaccompanied minors, Victims of trafficking,..);

• Several data sources (LSM survey, The DHS survey,…) are limited in
providing migration-relevant information due to lack of certain key
variables as country of birth or/and country of citizenship . Also Adding
more question may affect the purpose of those surveys.

• Some data sources are not disseminated (Civil register) or use different
concept and definitions (legal/administrative basis ).

Limitations 
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What opportunities? 



Considering This limitations, efforts should go into:
• Improving the National Statistical System 
• Incorporating new actors (NGOs, Local Authorities…) into the data 

production ecosystem. 
• Exploring methods of combining information from different data 

sources  (administrative data -survey) and  non-traditional data 
sources (Big data) and considering linking these data sources 

• Harmonizing the statistical production systems (concepts, 
definitions, methods, frameworks…) in accordance with 
international/EU standards.

• Supporting activities that address data gaps and  national needs for 
capacity  building 

• Providing a holistic and  harmonized framework to compile data for 
migration-relevant SDGs
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Mapping gaps & mainstreaming migration into statistical system 
Opportunities



Thank You !
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For further Information…
k.belhaj@hcp.ma

www.hcp.ma
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