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After 25 years – How many people are still 
waiting for the promise of ICPD?

Since 1994, development has lifted 
millions out of poverty, increased 
literacy, and extended life expectancy 
across the world. 
But many are still waiting for the 
promise of ICPD.
As we review progress @ 25 yrs, key 
shortfalls are identified



Backdrop:  Wealth Inequalities continue to 
worsen 



Gross enrolment in secondary school
by region, 1994-2016
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Unemployment 1994-2019
Global unemployment rate, by age and sex

Globally, no 
progress in youth 
unemployment 
rates

Persistently higher 
unemployment 
rates among youth 
compared adults

Persistently higher 
unemployment 
rates among 
women compared 
to men0
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Unemployment vs Poverty
Youth unemployment 
2018

Working poverty 
among young people
2018

Percentage of 
population 15-24

Percentage of 
population 15-24
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Working poverty 2000-2019



More Girls at Risk of Child Marriage

In 1994, 10 million girls got married before age 18
In 2019, 10.3 million girls will marry before age 18

Despite the decline in percentage from 33.7% to 25.3%.

10 Million
10.3 

Million
33.7%

25.3%

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

7

8

9

10

11

12

1994 2019

P
er

ce
nt

ag
e 

of
 c

hi
ld

 m
ar

ria
ge

, %

N
um

be
r o

f c
hi

ld
 b

rid
es

 (i
n 

m
illi

on
)

Source: SDG 2017 report; UNFPA 2018



In 1994, 3.6 million girls age 15-19 had undergone FGM
In 2019, 3.8 million girls age 15-19 will have undergone FGM 

Despite a decline in percentage from 49.4% to 31.3%
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More girls will undergo FGM



At ICPD+25, more women will need FP 

Despite a decline in percent of women with unmet need 
for FP from 13.8% to 11.5%
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Source: DHS
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Reproductive Health Cancer Mortality, 1994 -2016 
(age-standardized/per 100,000 pop)
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In 21 countries fewer people list immigrants 
as a group they “would not like as neighbors”
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But in 23 countries, this proportion rose
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CONCLUSION
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Thank you
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