
United Nations" Nations Unies
 

COMMISSION ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT
 
FORTY-SECOND SESSION
 

WORLD POPULATION MONITORING, fOCUSING ON THE CONTRiBUTION OF THE PROGRAMME OF
 

ACTION OF THE INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON POPULATION AND DEVELOPMENT TO THE
 

INTERNATIONALLY AGREED DEVELOPMENT GOALS, INCLUDING THE MILLENNIUM
 

DEVELOPMENT GOALS
 

E/CN.9/2009/3
 

MR. PHILIP GUEST
 

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
 

POPULATION DIVISION/DESA
 

Mme. Chairperson, distinguished delegates, ladies and gentleman, 

I have the honour to introduce the World Population Monitoring Report, focusing on the 
contribution of the Programme of Action of the International Conference on Population and 
Development to the internationally agreed development goals, including the Millennium 
Development Goals (E/CN.9/2009/3). 

T,!le ICPD. Programme of Action provides a comprehensive set of objectives and 
recommendations to improve human wellbeing and promote sustainable development. It includes 
guidelines on policies, programmes and measures that are directly related to population 
dynamics and influence the growth and structure of populations. The report documents the 
interrelations between population dynamics and development outcomes and provides evidence 
on how implementation of the Programme of Action can make a significant contribution to the 
attainment of key development goals, including the MDGs. 

The past four decades have shown that government policy and commitment can make an 
important difference in shaping population dynamics. Critical to the success of the Programme of 
Action in guiding policy is its emphasis on action based on human rights, which means that 
pursuing its objectives is justifiable not only because they accelerate development or improve 
human wellbeing, but also because they are an expression of the rights of the individual. In 
particular, the measures to advance gender equality and equity and the empowerment of women 
that the Programme of Action champions are as much a matter of rights as of development. 

Madame Chairperson, 

Because of progress made in implementing the Programme of Action, the population of the 
world is growing today at 1.2 per cent per year instead of the 1.7 per cent per year at the time of 
ICPD. However, rapid population growth remains a concern, particularly in the least developed 
countries where growth rates remain high. TodaY,ll countries have population growth rates 
exceeding 3 per cent annually and 36 countries have growth rates ranging between 2 per cent and 
3 per cent, and about three-quarters of those countries report that their population growth rates 
are unacceptably high. 



Il upubliulls grt1\\11lg rapidly hecause uC high Certility h~l\e young age slruelures and high 
numbers oC children ~llld ado1L'seelll.s reLltive t(l lhe number or persons ur \\ ullillg age. In low­
income countries. \\ here l1ll' numher or children ~lIld ) uulh is gnl\\ing rapidly. prO\icling the 
resources to e.\p~1Ild education ~lJld heallh U11T Cor tkll scgl11enl oClhe pOpuLltion is diflieul1. 

In contr~lsL r~lpid declines in rcrtility produce populations where lhe proporliun oC children 
dcclines wilh respecl to lh~lt or persons or \\olling ~lge ~1Ild produces ~1Il ~lge slruclure thaI C~1Il 

1~leilil~l1L' economic gro\\ th prtnidcd il is supporled by the right policies. including lhosc 
sUI'porting educ~ltion. health ~1Ild lhL' gL'11LT~11ion u['_johs. Thus. il is eslimdled lh~ll demographic 
ch~111ge ,l!ulle accounled 1()I' a 14 per cellI reductiull ill po\erly lc\els in lhe de\'clol,in~l world 
during ll)(J()-:2()()() '1Ild L'ould P!UdUCl' an addj(iull~ll 14 Pc! cellt reduction durillg 2()()O-2015 iC 
fertilil) decline ,leeL'lerall's in high-rcrtilil) euunlries. 

1!igh IlTlilily ~tlso hinders illlprtn L'llIL'nls in \\ cllhcing ~Il lhe houselwld lc\l'1. pdrlieubrly d1110ng 
lhe poor. By h'l\ing IC\\cr childrcn. P(J(l! houscholds elll il1\cst Illore un lhc nUlrilioll. he~111h ~111d 

L'dueCitioll n!- edeh. Ihe nidcncc sho\\s lh;lt ehildrcn hnrn into Lirge [~I111ilies ha\e. on ~1\Tr;1l.2e. 

lc\\er OppOrlUllitics 10 rL'eci\ L' .sehoolillg 11ldll children hum inl(1 sllldl1 j~llllilies. 

roday. 111os1 de\cluping enunlries Clre nul ()l1 lraek lu mect lhc gu~tl oC reducing child nwrtd1ily 
h\ t\\o-lhirds hel\\een 1()()() amI :2()(J7. ,IS uliled Cur h) :\11)(; 4. UTurls 10 reduce child morl,ilily 
need 10 he intellsi IlL'd. SI(1\\er P(JpUblinn grO\\ th. hy reducing the il1elT,lse in 1he llu111ber (Jr 
children. \\nuld l~lCilil~lle lhe e.'\p'1Ilsiun oC illlel-\enlinils lh,ll reLjuire scheduled deli\cry. such as 
i111I11Ulli/dlions or lhe distrihuli(lJI (1C hL'dnels. In ddditiun. e.\pdllded ~Iecess to j~lmily planning 
\\ould ,illu\\ a heller sp'leinl.2 or births th~l1. h) ilselL cm reducc child n1Orl;tlity. c..;ludies ha\ e 
cunsistently sho\\n lhat close]y sp;lccd pregnaneics or l'regnLlncies occurring lu \\ ol11en ;11 \cry 
young ages or al older ages dS \\ L'IJ ,IS high-mder pregllLlnciL's il1\ol\e grcller risks 01' de'llh !(Jr 
inLmts. Ir the ;I\er~lge inlel'\~tl bel\\een pregn;meies could be increased 10 ]C) l11onlh.s. child 
morlellily \\ould deLTe~lse by as l11ueh dS 25 I'er cenl. 

Because lhe popu];llillll al ris~ o[ pregn,1I1ey (I\L'I'LtpS \\ ilh th;l( al risk oC heing e.\posed to 111V. 
J~If11ily plannillg progr~ll11l11es cm conlrihute to reduce lhe risk oj' inreetion p(lrticubrly iC lhey 
include counselling 011 IIIV /\[])S dml \oIt1l11~lry lesting. III LJddition. pre\cl1ting u11wanled 
pregn~mcles (1111011)2 IIIV-posili\e women is important in reducing 111V pre\~llenee among 
children. 

The reduelion or 111ellenl(]] l110rtality called Cor by 1'vl1)(; 5 is prming vcry di l'fieul110 ~Iehic\c. 

particularly in lhe least den'loped countries. i\ \\ l1m~lJ1's prohahililY or sur\i\ing lhe 
reprudueti\e years edn be inne~lscd by reducing lhe nUl11hL'r or' prcgn~ll1cies she h;lS. [t is 
estimated th~l1. i j' unpldnned dnd U11\\Llnled prL'gnanciL's could be d\oided. 111elternal dealhs would 
drop by bel ween 25 and 40 pLT cen t. I~:x l'anded ~Ieeess 10 n10dern con trace pI i\es \\ oul d be lhe 
111eans or aehie\ing such I·eduelion. In addilion. grealer cmlrts need lu be madc tu pw\ide 
pregnant WOI11L'n \\ ilh ~lllten~llal CLl1T. skilled C<lre during c1eli\ cr) amI the post-p~lnUI11 I'criod. and 
access to cmergeney obslelric inlcnentiul1s \\ hell cumpl icaliulls arise. 
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InclT~lscd ;lccess to 1~ll1lil: plallllilll2 is a ud-eJlecli\ e nll'~lsure r(lr reducilll2 malernal mortality. 
It is eslilllated th;ll SUl'Cl'SS ill prl'\ Clltilll2 lmpl;1l1l1ed Ill' um\ alllcd I'rel2llallcics in ] (] /\rriC:l1l 
eountrics could reducc 11: het\\CCll'~ ~1I1d 21 pCI' cClll thc cUl1lulati\ c cilsh I,!'illlpicmelllill!:, d ::<J!c 
motherhood progr;lllll1lc hcl \\ Cl'll 200:'; ,md 201 'l. 

\Lidal1lc e'l1dirpcrsl lll. 

SII)\\ illg POj'lIldtioll l2ro\\ th h: redueillg Il'nilit: ~llso klS I'llsiti\ l' il1lplicdtio1lS i(lr susulindhilil:. 
T;Ji,inl2 uccess III \\;Jter ;Jsiust onl' l'"\;Jlllpk. I'ro\idillg ;lIkLjllU!C ;JCcess 1(11' <l l2ro\l illg \\orld 
populalion is ;1 ckdlengl', ])cl'UlISC Po],uLttion 12J()\\ th il1nC:lscs lkm~lI1d I(lr \\ilkr ill all Sl'CtO!'S 
\]1' lhe l'l'lll1i1m:. including ~Igricultm,', llloder;ltillg thaI gl'(l\\ lh \I ill I1ldKl' it c;lsicr to CllllSer\ l' 
\\ ~lkr. Ill~lkc lhl' imcsllllcnh nl'l'l'Ssal': 10 Jl1~Ji,l' \\ atlT ~ll'ce"sihk III nWl'l' pCllplc ami l'"\p:md lhc 
CO\ erdl2c Ill' sdnitlliiJll to mcel thc Llr~2ch sci undcl' r'v1l)( i 7, 

In sum. \\hik progress h~l.s lWl'n lllddl' (1\ cr thl' p~lsl lilteen ycars in ilnl,lcllll'ntillg thc 
l)rogl'dllll11C or ,\CtiOll. thcre ITm:lill s]wrtJ:Jlls ~lllll gd[lS. l'spcci~IiI: ~II1Wllg the 11l\\-illl'lllill' 
COUll tries. s)1i1nLJiIs \\ hosc COIlSl'Ljlll'IlCCS illll':ICt nl'g:tti\ l'l: Oil thc ~ll'hil'\ cmcnt or th:..' 
illlCrJ1<llion~IiI: <ll2rcl'd dc\ l'!opml'nl ,L'O;Jis. illciliding tlK' \11)( is, 

)nnc;Jsing ~ll'Cl'SS 1(1 I~ltllih pl:l1lning in linl' \\ ith thc l:trgct Ill' l'Il)\ ieling uni\ l'rs;Ii :ICCl'S:; III 

rl'],roducti\l' hcalth is ~l cost "llccli\ l' ml':ISurc to hlllh r"~lch th~lt tirgct :llld l'lllllrihllll' til thl' 
;llt;linn1l'111 ol' othcr d,'\ l'lol,ml'llt gll:lk Iolb:, :111 cstil11:11nl 1 ()(l millil)J1 ll1~1ITil'd \\(1111CI1 h~l\l' :m 
U11I1lL'1 I1l'cd I'm I~lmil: planl1illg ;md Ie\ l'i~ or Ullml'l 11Cl,d :irl' Iliglll'C;l il1 countlil's \\ ilh Ili~11 

rl'I,tilit:. p~lrticularl: thOSl' il1 <";uh-:"dl~ll';ln "\Jri('~l. ~I Ljtl:lltl'!" or \\ hil:h ha\ l' uI11ncl l1cc'd k\I:ls 
sUI'I,ac;sillg ,0 pCI' celll ~ll1lj 11~Iil'h~l\l' k\,'ls r;lllgillg l'l'iIl1l 21) III .'() pCI' Cl'l1\. I,~ll'k oI'SCl\iC"S m 
dil'licull: in aClTssin!c' SCniC'"S i~; thc 11l~lill rl';[S(lll \\\lIm'l1 ill t!llhl' cllul1tril's h:l\l' J()I' lIul using 
C(lntral'l'!'llioll. !(lllll\\cd 11: lack Ora\l;IICl1l'SS ;md illl(JrI11~lli(1I1 ahlllll L1111il: pl~111I1il1g mcth(1(k 

11 is ;Iis(I impOl'L1I1t to ~ll'l"l'kr~ltl' jlrugrl'ss ill ellsllrill~J !::,l'l1lkr cqu~liil: alHi ('TJ1j'o\\eril!!-,­
\\ IlmCl1. j'::\p;mdillg thc cducalional Iljljll ll'11111ilies or ,L'irls ;mel hll.\ S ~lliKC, jll'(lmOlillg lhe 
l'IlI'OI Il1l'nl 01 girls ~lIld ylHlllg \\ lll11Cll ill Sl'Colld~lr: ;lIH! high'T k\ l'ls 0[' CdUCdtioll, ~md 

dcLl:illg m;lrri~lgc ;md lhc (1llc;ct 01' childhc~ll'illg ;lrl' ~lll l1le~lSUrl'S lh~ll Ill'l'd to hc pursucd 
\ ig(lmus Iy, 

()\cr thl' p:lst rom dccad,'.<-:. thcrc IS a111llk e,idcl1u: th~lt go\crnml'nl cOl1ll11ilml'nl 
bUll res c;ed hy ~ld cq u ~lll' 1'1111 ding has m ~llJc :I l11:lj () I' d iIkren cc ill til e c Ih'c ti\ cn es ~ () I' 
jlOpuLltioll ]lo!icy. (;i\cll thai sC~lrcc]: .<-:i""\ : C~lrs I'cm:lin t\l ~ll'hic\,' thc g(l;]]s alld ohjl'cti\ es 
01 thc Ie 'PI) Programl1ll' ()r /\Cti(ll1. thl'l'l' is lIll timc to ]Ilc;e to Cllc;urc lhal countl'ies I~lggillg 

bchind I'cdoubic their e[Yurts to all;lin lhllsc gO;lk The ml'~ISllrl'S that l1cl,d III he 1~lkcn arl' 
\\Tll knl1\\ll and pn)\l'll, Ihc \\ ill ami the 111C~11h t() imjllemcnl lhcm al'l' lhl' maill 
illgrcdiclltc; L1CJ..illg, Cle~lrl:. the timc III ~Iel IS IW\\, 

Ih~lIlk vou. \Lid;Jl11c ClJ:lirpl'IS(ll1. 




