
UNODC Activities in Support of the 
Implementation of the Trafficking in 
Persons and Smuggling of Migrants 

Protocols



Purpose of the Protocols 

SOM Protocol
(Article 2)

• Prevent and combat 
migrant smuggling

• Protect the rights of 
smuggling migrants

• Promote cooperation

TIP Protocol
(Article 2)

• Prevent and combat 
trafficking in persons

• Protect and assist 
victims of trafficking

• Promote cooperation 

+ 4th P = Prosecute offenders



Trafficking Protocol and Smuggling Protocol 
both supplementing 

the United Nations Convention against Transnational Organized Crime

UNODC

Promote global adherence

Assist States in Implementing the Protocols

Legislation Criminal justice response



• What does UNODC do to support the 
implementation of the Protocols?



Applying Mandate of TOC & Protocols…

Strategic areas of technical assistance:
1. Prevention and Awareness-raising
2. Data Collection & Research
3. Legislative Assistance
4. Strategic Planning & Policy Development 
5. Criminal Justice System responses
6. Protection of Victims & Rights of Smuggled Migrants
7. International Cooperation



Select UNODC Anti-Migrant Smuggling and Anti 
Trafficking in PersonsTools
• Prevention and Awareness Raising

– Blue Heart campaign, brochures, web site, other materials
– Film about trafficking in persons

• Data Collection and Research
– Global Report on Trafficking in Persons, Feb. 2009
– Global review of data and research, North and West African review
– Tool to harmonise global data collection and research 
– Issue papers on targets trafficking in persons and migrant smuggling 

issues
• Legislative Assistance

– Legislative assessments
– Model Laws to implement the Protocols



Prevention and Awareness-Raising



Data Collection and Research



Legislative Assistance



Select UNODC Tools ...cont’d

• Strategic Planning and Development
– Framework for Action to Implement the Trafficking in Persons Protocol, 

and FFA to Implement the Migrant Smuggling Protocol
• Criminal Justice System Response

– Training Manuals for Investigating and Prosecuting TIP and SOM
– Basic and In-Depth 

• Protection and Assistance
– Human rights based protection and assistance components of training 

manuals, framework for action, model law and other tools
• Regional and International Cooperation

– Tools to facilitate international cooperation eg Mutual Legal Assistance 
Request Writer Tool 



Strategic Planning and Policy Development



Criminal Justice System Response



Victim Protection and Support

- TIP and SOM Model laws
- Victim centered approach

(supported within all 23 TIP  
technical assistance projects) 

- Promotion of Law 
enforcement – NGO 
Cooperation (e.g. regional
project on fostering NGO – Law 
Enforcement cooperation in 
preventing and combating
human trafficking in, from and 
to the Baltic Sea Region)



International Cooperation

• Regional workshops & Handbook on International 
Cooperation in TIP cases
– Balkans; East Asia; Central Asia

• United Nations Global Initiative to Fight Human 
Trafficking (UN.GIFT)

• Alliance against Trafficking in Persons, OSCE
• Global Migration Group 
• Inter-Agency Cooperation Group Against Trafficking in 

Persons (ICAT)



THANK YOU!

Contact: ahtmsu@unodc.org


