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OBJECTIVES OF THE MEETING 

 

The Population Division, and the Division of Social Policy and Development of the 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs in collaboration with the United Nations 

Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) and the Ministry of Gender, Children and 

Social Welfare of the Republic of Malawi are organizing a regional workshop  on the 

production and use of data on ageing to improve evidence-based policy and programme 

formulation. The workshop will bring together experts from governments and 

international organizations, researchers and academics, and civil organizations to review 

and evaluate the survey methodology and tools to assist national and regional policy 

makers to implement and  monitor evidence based policies on ageing in the framework of 

the United Nations Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing (MIPAA),  the 

African Union Policy Framework and Plan of Action on Ageing (AUPFAA) as well as 

the 2030 Development Agenda. The workshop will be convened in Lilongwe, Malawi, 

from 19 to 21 July 2016.  

 

 

I. Background: 

 

Sub-Saharan Africa will experience rapid growth in the number of older persons 

in the population until at least 2050. The percentage of population aged 60 and above is 

projected to rise from 5.4 per cent in 2015 to 8.9 per cent in 2050 (United Nations, 2015), 

with a larger share of women (5.9 per cent in 2015 and 9.5 per cent in 2050) than men 

(5.0 per cent in 2015 and 8.3 per cent in 2050) to be found aged 60 and above. In absolute 

terms, this equates to a more than tripling of the number of older persons in Africa from 

64 million in 2015 to 220 million in 2050, with a total of 29 million men and 35 million 

women in 2015 and 102 million men and 118 million women over 60 in 2030. As a 

result, African countries need to plan for a time in the not-too-distant future when their 

populations will be considerably older than they are today. 



These demographic changes are occurring at the same time as other equally 

significant economic and social transformations are underway. Some of these challenges 

are multi-dimensional and cross-cutting and impact on older persons, males and females, 

in more than one way. Increasing levels of education and urbanization among the 

younger generations, together with rapid economic development, tend to go hand-in-hand 

with higher rates of rural-urban migration, changing patterns of labour force participation 

and other major social and behavioural changes. 

At the same time, there is also a need to document the economic, social and 

cultural contributions older men and women make to their families and communities. 

Older persons can contribute to rural development and, in countries where rates of rural 

to urban migration are high, the proportion of smallholders aged 50 and over can 

increase. It is critical to also seek to improve the understanding of the gender dimensions 

of the lives of older persons, since social, economic, health and cultural factors affect 

older women and men in different ways. 

More than ten years ago, African governments formally adopted the United 
Nations Madrid International Plan of Action on Ageing and the African Union Policy 
Framework and Plan of Action on Ageing. Following the adoption of MIPAA, 
successive sessions of the General Assembly have called for the international 
community and the United Nations system to “support national efforts to provide 
funding for research and data collection initiative on ageing” (A/RES/69/146). 

Given these mandates, UNDESA has launched a project with the objective to 

develop a standard methodology to produce, analyze and deliver a database of 

harmonized indicators on the situation of older persons in Africa. This objective is to be 

achieved through the development of a tool, based on the situation analysis of the three 

African countries (Kenya, Malawi and Uganda) and to be piloted in a single country to 

provide policymakers with a comprehensive picture of the situation of older persons, men 

and women, in their country. This survey instrument aims to assist countries in collecting 

and analyzing data on older persons in order to be able to more accurately monitor the 

changing situation of older persons during the implementation phase of the 2030 

Sustainable Development Agenda. 

 

II Objetives 

 

The objectives of the workshop are to engage national, regional and global stakeholders  

 

1) To discuss ways in which a standardized methodology can improve measurements 

to assist national and regional policy makers to generate a baseline data for 

evidence-based policies and programmes, and to monitor progress of 

internationally agreed upon goals such as MIPAA, AUPFAA and the 2030 

Agenda for Sustainable Development 

2) To review the survey methodology  and tools(this includes the questionnaire as 

well as the manuals) and agree upon a survey methodology that is appropriate for 

the sub-Saharan African context;  

3) to strengthen existing partnerships and identify new collaborators in support of 

evidence-based policy making on ageing in sub-Saharan Africa 



4) to enhance capacities of participant to engage in evidence-based policy 

formulation, monitoring and evaluation. 

5) to identify ways to expand the scope of the project to other interested countries in 

sub-Saharan Africa. 

 

 

III. Methodology  

 

A regional workshop will be organized in Lilongwe (Malawi) with relevant experts and 

officials from UN agencies, government, scholars and civil society.  

 

The main input to the workshop are: 

1) the findings of the three national assessments on available data, data gaps and 

suggested data needs and related national consultations in three countries (Kenya, 

Uganda and Malawi); 

2) the revision of the draft survey methodology and tools  (questionnaire & manuals) 

for sub-Saharan Africa 

 

The outcome of this workshop will constitute a critical input into the development of the 

survey instrument that is expected to be piloted in Malawi during the 4
th

 quarter of 2016. 

 

A total of a maximum of 25 participants from Government, civil society, the United 

Nations system and academia & research from national, regional and global entities are 

expected to participate in this three-day workshop.   

 

 

III. Expected outcomes  

 

The expected outputs and outcomes of the workshop are: 

1) Technical validation of the survey instruments & methodology; 

2) Agreement and endorsement of the survey instrument & methodology for piloting 

in Malawi; 

3) Strengthening the capacity of national statistic offices, ministries, academia and 

civil society organizations to use and analyse data for evidence-based 

policymaking;  

4) Strengthening of existing and identification of new partnerships in support of 

evidence-based policy making in sub-Saharan Africa; 

 

 

 


