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While migration is an age-old phenomenon, its current scale and particular characteristics make it an 
issue of rising global concern at the outset of the twenty-first century.  Immigration into the United States 
of America and Western Europe is part of a global system of population movement.  Worldwide, some 
200 million people are now living outside their country of origin.   Today’s migrants use contemporary 
transportation and communication technologies to maintain strong home country ties; these same 
technologies encourage the back-and-forth movements of “circular migration”.  Migration is spurred by 
economic opportunity, political turmoil, family reunification, war and environmental crisis.  Flows of 
migrants have profound economic, security, social and cultural effects in countries of origin, transit and 
destination.  While globalization has led to lowered barriers to the international movement of goods and 
capital, the movement of people is still officially subject to tight controls. 
 
 

A.  PURPOSE 
 

   The Foundation is currently (2006-2007) in the initial phase of grantmaking under a new 
Initiative on Global Migration and Human Mobility.  During this period, the Foundation will support a 
small number of institutions and projects, with the aim of advancing three main objectives: (1) to develop 
improved understandings of global migration through support of policy-relevant empirical research and 
improved sources of data on migrant flows; (2) to encourage better governance of migration at global, 
regional, and national levels; and (3) to stimulate new thinking on broader issues of global human 
mobility. 

 
 

B. STRATEGIES 
 
MacArthur will be providing a limited number of grants in the following areas: 

 
• Governance of global migration. 
• Migration and development.   
• Re-conceptualizing global human mobility. 
 

 
C. GOVERNANCE OF GLOBAL MIGRATION 

 
The Foundation will seek to contribute to an improvement in the norms and institutions for 

governance of international migration at the global, regional and national levels.  MacArthur funding will 
concentrate on four sub-themes: (1) principles, norms and standards; (2) institutions; (3) data, and (4) 
national policy.  Grantmaking in this area will be aimed at raising the profile of global migration issues on 
national and international agendas, helping to develop norms and standards for the effective governance 
of migration, facilitating the inclusion of civil society voices in policy deliberations at the national and 
international levels, and disseminating migration research to policymakers at various levels of 
government. 
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D.  MIGRATION AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

 The Foundation will seek to foster better understanding and policy-relevant analyses of the 
relationship between the movement of people and economic development in sending and receiving 
countries. Under the broad topic of migration and development, the Foundation will concentrate primarily 
on three main channels through which the global movement of people affects the economies of sending 
countries and receiving countries: (1) worker remittances; (2) labour mobility and concomitant “brain 
drain” (and “brain gain”),  and (3) expatriate community networks.  In addition to examining migration 
from an international perspective, synergies are sought in the focus of MacArthur on India, Mexico, 
Nigeria, and Russian Federation. 
 
 

E.  RE-CONCEPTUALIZING GLOBAL HUMAN MOBILITY 
 

       The Foundation will also support a limited number of projects aimed at re-examining current ways of 
thinking about global human mobility.  This includes work that re-evaluates the distinction between 
migration and other forms of population movement, and that offers new ways of conceptualizing the 
social, cultural, economic, political and security dimensions of global human mobility. 
 
 

F.  FUNDING 
 

       To pursue the goals of the Initiative on Global Migration and Human Mobility, the Foundation 
provides support to nonprofit organizations, including research institutes and universities. Grants are 
awarded for research and policy studies, dissemination and related activities in the strategy areas listed 
above. The Foundation is particularly interested in supporting projects that reflect diverse national, 
institutional, professional and cultural perspectives on global migration. 
 
 

G.  GRANTMAKING 
 

Below is a list of grants (in US$) provided by the Migration Initiative of the MacArthur Foundation 
through September 2007. 

 
The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 
Initiative on Global Migration and Human Mobility 

Grants made as of September 2007 
 
 

LEADING INSTITUTIONS 
 

Center for Global Development (Washington, DC, United States of America) 
$1,200,000 for general support to advance research and policy development on the impacts of migration on 
development and on helping poor countries attain the benefits of globalization (over three years). (2006). 
 
Migration Policy Institute (Washington, DC, United States of America) 
$960,000 in support of research and translation efforts for policymakers on the impacts of migration on 
development and on international governance of migration (over three years). (2006). 
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http://www.cgdev.org/
http://migrationpolicy.org/


Georgetown University, Institute for the Study of International Migration (Washington, DC, United States 
of America) 
$750,000 for general operating support that will advance work on the governance of international 
migration and on the relationship between migration and development (over three years). (2006). 
 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (Paris, France) 
$900,000 in support of policy relevant research and policy dialogue to build effective partnerships on 
migration governance and development (over three years). (2007). 
 
University of Oxford, International Migration Institute (Oxford, United Kingdom) 
$900,000 in support of a programme of research and capacity-building on African migration (over three 
years). (2007). 
 
 

PROJECT GRANTS – GOVERNANCE 
 
Center for Ethnopolitical and Regional Studies (Moscow, Russian Federation) 
$240,000 in support of a project on the social integration of migrants in Russia (over two years). (2006). 
 
Federal Public Service for Foreign Affairs (Brussels, Belgium) 
$50,000 in support of preparations for the Global Forum on International Migration and Development. 
(2007). 
 
George Mason University, Center for Global Studies (Fairfax, Virginia, United States of America) 
$200,000 in support of research on global migration and transnational politics (over two years). (2007). 
 
Harvard University Center for Middle East Studies (Cambridge, Massachusetts, United States of America) 
$195,000 in support of a study on the civil and political participation of Muslims in the Greater Boston 
area (over two years). (2007). 
 
International Organization for Migration (Geneva, Switzerland) 
$100,000 in support of the World Migration Report 2007. (2006). 
 
King Baudouin Foundation (Brussels, Belgium) 
$152,000 in support of civil society participation at the Global Forum on International Migration and 
Development. (2007). 
 
Migration Policy Institute (Washington, DC, United States of America) 
$240,000 in support of a series of educational seminars on migration for policymakers from Mexico and 
the United States. (2007). 
 
Regional Public Organization: Migration Research Center (Moscow, Russian Federation) 
$210,000 in support of research and policy analysis on managing migration under conditions of 
demographic crisis in Russia (over three years). (2007). 
 
Sin Fronteras (Mexico City, Mexico) 
$250,000 to educate Government participants and develop policy recommendations regarding the regional 
governance of migration in Mexico and Central America (over three years). (2006). 
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United Nations Executive Office of the Secretary-General (New York, New York, United States of America)  
$239,000 in support of activities to be carried out by the Special Representative for Migration in 
preparation for the inaugural meeting of the first Global Forum on International Migration and 
Development. (2006). 
 
United Nations Institute for Training and Research (New York, New York, United States of America)  
$172,000 in support of a workshop series and three-day training program on key migration issues (over 
two years). (2006). 
 
Woodrow Wilson Center, Latin American Programme (Washington, DC, United States of America) 
$300,000 in support of a project on civic and political participation by Latin American migrants (over two 
years). (2006). 
 
 

PROJECT GRANTS – DEVELOPMENT 
 
Academy Health (Washington, DC, United States of America) 
$350,000 in support of research to assess the dynamics of the “brain drain” of healthcare professionals 
from developing countries and to develop standards for ethical recruitment (over two years). (2006). 
 
Aspen Institute, Realizing Rights: The Ethical Globalization Initiative (Washington, DC, United States of 
America) 
$200,000 in support of the Ethical Globalization Initiative to develop policies and bilateral agreements to 
address the movement of health workers from the developing world to the United States of America, 
United Kingdom and other receiving nations (over two years). (2006). 
 
El Colegio De La Frontera Norte, Centro de Estudios Fronterizos del Norte de Mexico (Tijuana, Mexico) 
$120,000 in support of a survey of households in Oaxaca on the economic and social causes and 
consequences of migration. (2006). 
 
Migration Dialogue (Davis, California, United States of America) 
$250,000 in support of research on circular migration and the impacts of free trade agreements on 
migration (over two years). (2007). 
 
Princeton University (Princeton, New Jersey, United States of America) 
$120,000 in support of a longitudinal survey of Mexican migrants in the United States (over one year). 
(2007). 
 
Red Internacional de Migración y Desarrollo (Zacatecas, Mexico) 
$200,000 for support of the Network and its collaborative research efforts on migration and development 
(over three years). (2006). 
 
Social Science Research Council (New York, New York, United States of America) 
$350,000 in support of an effort to assess the state of research on migration and development in order to 
strengthen future research and its links to policy (over 15 months). (2006). 
 
University of California, Department of Economics (Davis, California, United States of America) 
$166,000 in support of research on the economic gains from migration in countries of destination in North 
America and Europe (over two years). (2007). 
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University of Michigan (Ann Arbor, Michigan, United States of America) 
$590,000 in support of research to test the impact of a variety of novel financial products on the 
productive use of remittances for development (over two years). (2007). 
 
 

OTHERS 
 
Grantmakers Concerned with Immigrants and Refugees (Sebastopol, California, United States of 
America) 
$20,000 in support of general operations (over two years). (2006). 
 
World Policy Institute, New School University (New York, New York, United States of America) 
$15,000 in support of a conference on immigration and security. (2006). 

http://www.gcir.org/
http://www.worldpolicy.org/

