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GENESIS OF THE HIGHGENESIS OF THE HIGH--LEVEL LEVEL 
DIALOGUE ON DIALOGUE ON 

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION 
AND DEVELOPMENT (HLD)AND DEVELOPMENT (HLD)



In 2003, in resolution 58/208 In 2003, in resolution 58/208 
The General Assembly decided to The General Assembly decided to 
hold a hold a ““HighHigh--level Dialoguelevel Dialogue”” in 2006in 2006

The GA also decided that the The GA also decided that the 
outcome document of the HLD would outcome document of the HLD would 
be a be a ““ChairmanChairman’’s Summarys Summary””

The GA requested a report that The GA requested a report that 
would review the literature on would review the literature on 
migration and developmentmigration and development



THE GLOBAL MIGRATION THE GLOBAL MIGRATION 
GROUPGROUP



Also in 2003Also in 2003
Sweden and Switzerland set up the Sweden and Switzerland set up the 
Global Commission on International Global Commission on International 
Migration (GCIM)Migration (GCIM)

The Global Commission consisted of The Global Commission consisted of 
19 Commissioners serving in their 19 Commissioners serving in their 
personal capacitypersonal capacity

About 30 countries supported theAbout 30 countries supported the
efforteffort



Global CommissionGlobal Commission’’s s 
RecommendationsRecommendations

GCIM worked from January 2004 to GCIM worked from January 2004 to 
end of 2005end of 2005

GCIM released its report GCIM released its report ““Migration Migration 
in an interconnected world: New in an interconnected world: New 
directions for actiondirections for action”” in October 2005in October 2005

The Report contained six Principles The Report contained six Principles 
and 33 Recommendationsand 33 Recommendations



The Global CommissionThe Global Commission’’s s 
Recommendation 33Recommendation 33

Recommendation 33 suggested that Recommendation 33 suggested that 
the Secretarythe Secretary--General establish a General establish a 
““Global Migration FacilityGlobal Migration Facility”” that would that would 
build on the Geneva Migration Groupbuild on the Geneva Migration Group



FollowFollow--up to Recommendation 33up to Recommendation 33
The SecretaryThe Secretary--General met with General met with 
Executive Heads of UN entities Executive Heads of UN entities 
working on migration and the working on migration and the 
Director General of IOM at the end of Director General of IOM at the end of 
October 2005October 2005

That meeting produced the decision That meeting produced the decision 
to expand the Geneva Migration to expand the Geneva Migration 
GroupGroup

As a result, in April 2006 the SG As a result, in April 2006 the SG 
established the Global Migration established the Global Migration 

GroupGroup



The Global Migration GroupThe Global Migration Group
Members:Members:

ILOILO
IOMIOM

UNCTADUNCTAD
UNDESAUNDESA

UNDPUNDP
UNFPAUNFPA

UNHCHRUNHCHR
UNHCRUNHCR
UNODCUNODC

WORLD BANKWORLD BANK



THE SPECIAL THE SPECIAL 
REPRESENTATIVE OF THE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE 
SECRETARYSECRETARY--GENERAL ON GENERAL ON 

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION 
AND DEVELOPMENTAND DEVELOPMENT



Special RepresentativeSpecial Representative

SecretarySecretary--General namedGeneral named
Mr. Peter SutherlandMr. Peter Sutherland

Chairman of BP and Goldman SachsChairman of BP and Goldman Sachs
as his Special Representative on as his Special Representative on 

Migration Migration 
(January 2005)(January 2005)



THE PREPARATORY THE PREPARATORY 
PROCESS FOR THE HLDPROCESS FOR THE HLD



Resolution 60/227 of 2005Resolution 60/227 of 2005
Set date for HLD: 14Set date for HLD: 14--15 September 15 September 
20062006

Decided that the preparatory Decided that the preparatory 
process could include up to two process could include up to two 
Panels:Panels:

First Panel:  New York on 8 JuneFirst Panel:  New York on 8 June

Second Panel:  Geneva on 6 JulySecond Panel:  Geneva on 6 July



First Panel (New York)First Panel (New York)
HighHigh--level officials of GMG institutions level officials of GMG institutions 

and the regional commissions were and the regional commissions were 
invited to address Member States:invited to address Member States:

UNFPAUNFPA
UNDESAUNDESA

World BankWorld Bank
Regional CommissionsRegional Commissions

Special RepresentativeSpecial Representative



Second Panel (Geneva)Second Panel (Geneva)
Another opportunity for highAnother opportunity for high--level officials of level officials of 

GMG institutions to address Member GMG institutions to address Member 
States:States:

UNCTADUNCTAD
UNHCHRUNHCHR
UNHCRUNHCR

ILOILO
IOMIOM

SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVESPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE



The PanelsThe Panels’’ contribution to the HLDcontribution to the HLD
Discussed how GMG members could Discussed how GMG members could 
contribute to enhance the benefits contribute to enhance the benefits 
of international migration or of international migration or 
address the challenges it posedaddress the challenges it posed

Emphasized contribution of UN Emphasized contribution of UN 
system to normative framework on system to normative framework on 
migration (especially, international migration (especially, international 
instruments)instruments)

GMG members expressed views on GMG members expressed views on 
HLD process and possible followHLD process and possible follow--upup



ROLE OF THE UN SYSTEM AT ROLE OF THE UN SYSTEM AT 
THE HIGHTHE HIGH--LEVEL DIALOGUELEVEL DIALOGUE



Round tables of the HLDRound tables of the HLD
The HLD had four round tables on:The HLD had four round tables on:

1. Migration and development1. Migration and development

2. Human rights and trafficking2. Human rights and trafficking

3. Multidimensional aspects of 3. Multidimensional aspects of 
migration, including remittancesmigration, including remittances

4. Partnerships and capacity building4. Partnerships and capacity building



UN System at the HLDUN System at the HLD
HighHigh--level representatives of UN level representatives of UN 
system institutions participated in system institutions participated in 
the Round Tables of the HLDthe Round Tables of the HLD

Member States noted the Member States noted the 
contributions by the UN system and contributions by the UN system and 
listened to a statement by IOMlistened to a statement by IOM

As a result, Member States wish  As a result, Member States wish  
that the UN system, especially GMG, that the UN system, especially GMG, 
provide support for the followprovide support for the follow--up to up to 
the Dialoguethe Dialogue



FOLLOWFOLLOW--UP TO THE UP TO THE 
DIALOGUE: A CONSULTATIVE DIALOGUE: A CONSULTATIVE 
FORUM ON INTERNATIONAL FORUM ON INTERNATIONAL 

MIGRATION AND MIGRATION AND 
DEVELOMENTDEVELOMENT



The SecretaryThe Secretary--GeneralGeneral’’s s 
RecommendationRecommendation

The SecretaryThe Secretary--General recommended General recommended 
the creation of a consultative Forum the creation of a consultative Forum 
to continue addressing international to continue addressing international 
migration and development issuesmigration and development issues

The Forum would be State owned, The Forum would be State owned, 
open to all Member States, voluntary open to all Member States, voluntary 
and nonand non--legislative.legislative.



VIEWS ON THE CONSULTATIVE VIEWS ON THE CONSULTATIVE 
FORUMFORUM

127 127 MemberMember StatesStates made made 
statementsstatements atat thethe DialogueDialogue

AboutAbout twotwo--thirdsthirds expressedexpressed
supportsupport forfor thethe ForumForum



BELGIUMBELGIUM’’SS PROPOSALPROPOSAL

TheThe GovernmentGovernment ofof BelgiumBelgium
offeredoffered toto organizeorganize andand hosthost thethe

firstfirst meeting meeting ofof a Global Forum a Global Forum onon
InternationalInternational MigrationMigration andand

DevelopmentDevelopment

TimingTiming:  :  JulyJuly 20072007



VIEWS EXPRESSED BY VIEWS EXPRESSED BY 
MEMBER STATES DURING MEMBER STATES DURING 

THE HLD THAT ARE THE HLD THAT ARE 
RELEVANT TO THE WORK OF RELEVANT TO THE WORK OF 

UN SYSTEMUN SYSTEM



MEMBER STATES CALLED FOR MEMBER STATES CALLED FOR 
STRENGTHENED STRENGTHENED 

INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION 
TO PROMOTE THE POSITIVE TO PROMOTE THE POSITIVE 
IMPACT OF  INTERNATIONAL IMPACT OF  INTERNATIONAL 

MIGRATION ON DEVELOPMENTMIGRATION ON DEVELOPMENT



MEMBER STATES MEMBER STATES 
UNDERSCORED THAT RESPECT UNDERSCORED THAT RESPECT 

FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS IS 
ESSENTIAL TO ENSURE THAT ESSENTIAL TO ENSURE THAT 

INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION IS INTERNATIONAL MIGRATION IS 
BENEFICIAL FOR ALLBENEFICIAL FOR ALL



MEMBER STATES STRESSED MEMBER STATES STRESSED 
THE NEED FOR INTERNATIONAL THE NEED FOR INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION IN COMBATING COOPERATION IN COMBATING 
TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS AND TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS AND 
PREVENTING SMUGGLING OF PREVENTING SMUGGLING OF 

MIGRANTSMIGRANTS



MEMBER STATES RECOGNIZED MEMBER STATES RECOGNIZED 
THE PRESSING NEED  OF THE PRESSING NEED  OF 

ADDRESSING THE ROOT CAUSES ADDRESSING THE ROOT CAUSES 
OF MIGRATION, INCLUDING:OF MIGRATION, INCLUDING:

POVERTYPOVERTY
UNEMPLOYMENTUNEMPLOYMENT

LACK OF PEACE AND SECURITY LACK OF PEACE AND SECURITY 
VIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTSVIOLATIONS OF HUMAN RIGHTS



MEMBER STATES CALLED FOR MEMBER STATES CALLED FOR 
CAPACITYCAPACITY--BUILDING IN A BUILDING IN A 

VARIETY OF AREAS:VARIETY OF AREAS:

JusticeJustice
BorderBorder controlcontrol

StatisticsStatistics andand researchresearch
PolicyPolicy developmentdevelopment

DraftingDrafting ofof legislationlegislation
FormulationFormulation ofof regulationsregulations
Training in human Training in human rightsrights……..



UN SYSTEM  MAY PROVIDE TO THE  UN SYSTEM  MAY PROVIDE TO THE  
FORUMFORUM’’ss FIRST MEETING:FIRST MEETING:

ExamplesExamples ofof best best practicepractice

> > PracticalPractical responses responses toto thethe
challengeschallenges posedposed by by migrationmigration

> Substantive > Substantive inputinput andand background background 
informationinformation onon thethe topictopic oror topicstopics
consideredconsidered

> > ActivitiesActivities thatthat may be may be carriedcarried out out atat
thethe requestrequest ofof MemberMember StatesStates



For more informationFor more information……..

www.unmigration.orgwww.unmigration.org


