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47
th

 Session of the Commission on Population and Development 

 

Agenda item 4: (General debate on national experience in population matters: 

assessment of the status of implementation of the Programme of Action of the 

International Conference on Population and Development) 

 

Statement of the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Your Excellency the Chair, 

 

Distinguished delegates, 

 

Friends, ladies and gentlemen,  

 

Thank you for giving me the floor to present to you, on behalf of the Economic and 

Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific, the key findings of the Asia-Pacific regional 

report on implementation of the ICPD Programme of Action in the region; and the salient 

outcomes of the Sixth Asian and Pacific Population Conference which was held from 16 

to 20 September 2013 in Bangkok and served as the regional preparatory meeting for the 

General Assembly Special Session on ICPD beyond 2014. 

 

The five regional commissions, including ESCAP, collaborated with UNFPA in 

conducting a global survey on the implementation of the Programme of Action in the 20 

years after ICPD. Fifty-one out of 58 ESCAP members and associate members completed 

the Survey, yielding a response rate of 88 per cent, and representing 99 per cent of the 

population of the region. Survey responses contributed to the preparation of the Asia-

Pacific regional report, supplemented by technical information from United Nations 

databases and other sources. 

 

The report reveals that the Asia-Pacific region can be proud of many successes in the last 

20 years in the implementation of the Programme of Action, including increased life 

expectancies, reduced fertility rates and maternal deaths, and better access to, and 

knowledge about, sexual and reproductive health services. 

 

But this success has come with new challenges. Increased life expectancy and lower 

fertility rates have resulted in rapid population ageing in the region. Some countries are at 

risk of becoming old too quickly for society and the economy to adjust. There is an 

urgent need for the region to prepare for ageing societies. While the opportunity for the 

demographic dividend has passed in some countries, in others there is still an opportunity 

to harness its potential. With the appropriate mix of policies, including job-led growth 

and effective school-to-work transition, it would be possible to reap the demographic 

dividend. 

 

The region could also benefit from incorporating population dynamics in their long-term 

plans for inclusive and sustainable development, including the impact of climate change.  
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On issues of sexual and reproductive health and reproductive rights, despite great strides 

made in strengthening policy, programme implementation is lagging, particularly in 

targeting young people. Lack of information concerning sexual and reproductive health 

and limited access to related services are contributing to unintended pregnancies and 

unsafe abortions in some parts of the region. These gaps are also exposing millions to the 

risk of HIV, in particular key populations at higher risk of HIV exposure. This means that 

comprehensive education on human sexuality and increased access to a range of 

contraceptives must be made a priority. Furthermore, sexual and reproductive health 

programmes must also reach childless married women, unmarried women and girls, as 

also men and boys, as part of an integrated public health system that combines curative, 

preventive and health promotion services. The report also reveals that despite overall 

progress on improving maternal health, in some countries the number of women dying in 

childbirth still remains unacceptably high.   

 

Above all, the response to the region’s challenges must be grounded in a commitment to 

addressing the needs of women and all groups that remain excluded from the 

development process. 

 

The key findings of the regional report served as the main input for the deliberations at 

the Sixth Asian and Pacific Population Conference held in September 2013.  The 

outcome document of the Conference, the Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on 

Population and Development, was adopted by a vote.  The Ministerial declaration puts 

forth a rights-based, gender-sensitive and non-discriminatory approach to population and 

development strategies, programmes and policies for the next 10 years in the Asia-Pacific 

region. It recommends priority actions in the areas of poverty eradication and 

employment; health; sexual and reproductive health, services and rights; education; 

gender equality and women’s empowerment; adolescents and young people; ageing; 

international migration; urbanization and internal migration; population and sustainable 

development; and data and statistics, and includes modalities for implementation at the 

global, regional and national level.   

 

ESCAP looks forward to working closely with its member States in supporting them for 

the implementation of the Asian and Pacific Ministerial Declaration on Population and 

Development and the ICPD Programme of Action beyond 2014. 

 

Thank you very much for your attention.  
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