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Mr. Chairman, 

At the outset, let me take this opportunity to congratulate you and your bureau on your election to preside over 

this session of the Commission. I would also like to align our statement with the statements delivered by Bolivia and 

Kenya on behalf of the G77 and China and the African group respectively. Allow me to make some additional 

remarks in my national capacity. 

Mr. Chairman, 

It is with great pleasure and honour that I address this 47th session of the United Nations Commission on 

Population and Development whose purpose is not to renegotiate the Programme of Action of the ICPD but rather 

to assess its status of implementation by Member States by taking stock of progress made so far the challenges 

encountered and chart the way forward. We take note of the findings and recommendations of the report issued 

by the Secretariat entitled, "Framework of Actions for the follow-up to the ICPD beyond 2014". We share the 

conclusion that investing in individual human rights, capabilities and dignity-across the multiple sectors of the ICPD 

and throughout the life-course-is the foundation of sustainable development. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Zimbabwe remains firmly committed to the goals and objectives of the Programme of Action of the landmark 1994 

ICPD. We share the views of the majority Member States that the Programme of Action of the ICPD is still 

relevant beyond 2014 as most of its goals have not been fully realized in many countries. Following the conclusion of 

the ICPD in 1994, the Government of Zimbabwe adopted the National Population Policy in 1998 whose main aim was 

to achieve higher standards of living for the people of Zimbabwe through influencing population variables and 

development trends. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Zimbabwe is pleased to report that significant progress has been made in the implementation of the landmark 1994 

Programme of Action of the ICPD in the areas of education, health, HIV I AIDS, family planning, gender equality 

and the empowerment of women. For instance, there has been a general decline in maternal and child mortality and 

this is attributed to the massive investments made in primary health care throughout the country. In the area of 

education, we are proud to report that Zimbabwe has made significant strides as its literacy rates are the highest 

in Africa and this was due to the massive investments made by the Government in education sector immediately 

after independence. Thus, Zimbabwe has almost achieved universal primary education given the fact that the net 

enrolment for primary education currently stands at 97/o. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Zimbabwe has also made notable achievements in the area of health particularly HIV I AIDS. For instance, between 

1997 and 2007, the HIV I AIDS prevalence declined from 29% to 13 'Yo leading to a scenario where Zimbabwe 

became the first country in Southern Africa to achieve that feat. We are also proud to report that Zimbabwe has 

made great strides in the area of family planning. The country's current Contraceptive Prevalence Rate (CPR) is one 

of the best in sub-Saharan Africa. We are also proud to report that there has been an improvement in the 

collection, dissemination and utilization of gender-disaggregated data in all sectors. All these achievements were 

due to multi-sectoral collaboration and Government commitment and we hope to sustain this trend. 
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Mr. Chairman, 

The Government of Zimbabwe remains committed to the welfare of old people. Following the signing of the Madrid 

International Plan of Action (MIPA) on Ageing, Zimbabwe enacted the Older Persons Act in 2012. However, 

Zimbabwe is struggling to improve the well-being of its old people owing to limited human, financial and institutional 

capacities as well as the burden of the HIV I AIDS pandemic. Zimbabwe is also committed to the welfare and 

rights of Persons with Disabilities as demonstrated by the fact that it has ratified the United Nations Convention 

on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities last year and is in the process of harmonizing its legislation with the 

convent ion. This notwithstanding, the issues of older people and persons with disabilities remain major challenges. 

We therefore appeal to other stakeholders to join hands with us to improve the welfare of these people. 

Mr. Chairman, 

The Government of Zimbabwe has also made significant progress in the areas of gender equality and the 

empowerment of women. A number of policies have been put in place in order to address gender disparities in the 

country in all facets of the society. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Zimbabwe underscores the importance of the youthful population on socio-economic development through the 

'demographic dividend' benefits. In this regard, Zimbabwe has recently completed the review of the National Youth 

Pol icy which seeks to place young people at the centre of all development initiatives as well as enhance their 

participation in all spheres of society including the economy and governance. However, our young people continue to 

face challenges such as high unemployment, poverty, child marriages; rape, HIV/AIDS pandemic and teenage 

pregnancies. The government is taking measures to redress these problems. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Noting that water and sanitation is at the core of sustainab le development, the Government of Zimbabwe has made 

significant progress in ensuring people's access to safe water and sanitation services. However, in recent years, 

there has been a minor deterioration in the percentage of urban households' access to safe and clean water. This is 

largely attributed to the impact of economic sanctions imposed on the country. We therefore stress the need for 

more investments in appropriate technologies for water treatment, recycling and reuse. 

Mr. Chairman, 

In spite of all these achievements, Zimbabwe is still lagging behind in some aspects of the Human Development 

Index (HDI) categories. Poverty is still a major challenge, resulting in Zimbabwe making poverty alleviation its 

number one priority development goal. In the last decade, Zimbabwe has witnessed some rise in maternal and 

infant mortality ratio and this has been attributable to the economic challenges created by economic hardships 

which negatively impacted the public health service delivery system. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Meeting the goals and objectives of the ICPD requires the collaborative efforts and actions by all stakeholders 

including public, private sector and civil society organizations. We stress the need to promote partnerships that 

build national capacities for the implementation the Programme of Action of the ICPD. The partnerships should 

prioritize the provision of financial and technical assistance to developing countries to enable them to fully 

implement ICPD's Programme of Action. 
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Mr. Chairman, 

In an effort to further strengthen the implementation of the Pr ogramme of Act ion of the ICPD, the Government 

of Zimbabwe has put in place po licies and frameworks that ar e t argeted at economic recovery, poverty reduct ion 

and j ob creation. It has also created an enabling environment that strengt hens meaningful part icipat ion of youths 

at all levels of governance as well as repr esentation in key decision-making processes. Similar ly, the Government of 

Z imbabwe is putting in place polic ies to stem the rural-urban drift. The impact of population dynamics on the micro 

and macro levels also require the integration of population dynamics into development planning at national, regional 

and international level. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Zimbabwe firmly believes that population and development issues are inseparable. In that regard, are deeply 

concerned at the selective prioritization of areas of the Programme of Act ion for implementation especially the 

area of sexual reproduct ive health and rights. We bel ieve that there is more to reproductive health than sexua l 

repr oductive rights . Socia l conditions that are intrinsically linked t o povert y are largely to blame for t he challenges 

facing women and gir ls. In view of this , we f irmly believe t hat if t he goals of t he ICPD are to be realist ically 

achieved, sexual reproductive right issues shou ld not overlook the social and economic needs of peop le. Instead, it 

is imperative that we focus attention on ach ieving sustained economic growth, poverty eradication, increased 

access to education especially for girls, promoting gender equality and empowerment of women as well as access to 

comprehensive health care. 

Mr. Chairman, 

Zimbabwe reiterates the primacy of the principle of national sovereignty in the implementation of the Programme 

of Action of the ICPD given the fact that the ICPD separates between global needs and national sovereignty. We 

therefore expect that the outcome of this session will respect the sovereignty of Member States to adhere to the 

princip les adopted in the Addis Ababa Declaration in October 2013. We also believe t hat the outcome must 

recognize the linkage bet ween the outcomes of the rev iew and the Post 2015 Development Agenda. 

I thank you. 
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