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Mr. Chairman,

Allow me at the outset to firstly congratulate you on your assumption of the Chair
of this 47th Session. I assure you Mr. Chairman of my delegation's full support and
the like support for your Bureau.

I also at the outset would like to align myself with the statements delivered by the
Plurinational State of Bolivia, as Chair of the Group of 77 and China, and the
Cook Islands, on behalf of the Pacific Small Island Developing States (PSIDS).

Mr. Chairman,

Today, Tonga would like to reaffirm our position in support of the
recommendations of the ICPD beyond the 2014 review.

Our national support in this regard is progressing well, with our parliament, the
Legislative Assembly, establishing a committee last week, comprising both
Cabinet Ministers and Members of Parliament. The Committee has been
mandated to focus on Population and Development issues as part of Tonga's
national preparation to welcome the revised Population Development Agenda
beyond 2014.

Mr. Chairman,

Tonga is amongst the highest in terms of immunization coverage, antenatal and
postnatal attendance, and the percentage of deliveries attended by trained
personnel at the regional and global level with ranges of 95% to 99%,
respectively. The MDG Maternal and Child mortality targets have been well
achieved, with a current range of between 9 to 21 infant deaths per 1000 live
births, and between 0 to 2 maternal deaths annually in the last five years. These
results have been achieved through joint collaborative efforts between our
government and our development communities.

Such results may have not been achieved without the strong partnership with our
NGOs such as the Tonga Family Health Association (an IPPF Affiliate), religious
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groups, and civil society, as well as our development partners, especially UNFPA
and WHO, in serving the population needs of our country.

Mr. Chairman,

Tonga is one of the first to promote education for all children under the age of 13
years, and did so as early as the 19th century. Education is free and compulsory
by law, which results in a 98.2% national literacy rate for all children above the
age of 5 years. In emphasizing the importance of education, Tonga is proud of
the fact that it has one of the highest proportions of university graduates,
including PhD graduates, per head of national population in the world.

Mr. Chairman,

On the 4th September 2013, members of Parliament voted in favor of the Family
Protection Bill 2013. This is a historical milestone that demonstrates our
commitment to building strong protection for families, particularly for women
and girls, and signals a strong commitment to eradicating domestic violence
based on human rights and Tongan cultural values.

Mr. Chairman,

Despite these successes, there are challenges that test our national
development preparedness and our programmes.

As a people, we however, maintain food consumption styles of a labor intensive
economy, but operating within a system of semi-capital intensive agricultural
development. This therefore, serves as a setting for an imbalance between
dietary behavior and physical activity, which is central to healthy lifestyles. As a
consequence, a growing incidence of Non Communicable Diseases (NCDs)
currently imposes a great health threat to our nation's quality of life, through
NCD related disability and premature deaths..

Mr. Chairman,

As a central part of our national response against NCDs, we also follow closely
the global development framework to halt and reverse the incidence of NCDs. It
showcases how our country sets its priorities well within the framework of global
development.

Mr. Chairman,

Our traditional culture strongly believes in parental direction and guidance of
children for the best interests of their future development. In the delicate
balance of upholding cultural values whilst recognizing children's rights, it is
observed that the gradual removal of certain aspects of parental roles from our
children creates more space for experimental and unsafe socialized behavior.
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NGOs are playing a vital role in supporting vulnerable population groups and
building protection for victims. The Government is educating our young people,
and working to empower girls and young people to reach their full potential by
remaining in school, and through family life education.

Mr. Chairman,

To conclude, I would like to summarize my intervention with the following points:

1. While the key population issues are being directly addressed, there clearly
is room for improvement, particularly in the areas of teenage fertility, sexually
transmitted Infections, unmet needs for family planning, and NCDs.

2. At the global level, we are supporting the following:

(a) Dignity and human rights;

(b) Health;

(c) Place and Mobility; and

(d) Governance Accountability

I thank you Mr. Chairman and the full version of this statement will be found on
the website.
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